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SPORTS
Friendship Christian comes 

up short in the semis. B175 cents

The Hindman Settle-
ment School was founded 
in 1902 to educate children 
living in the Central Appala-
chian Mountains of Eastern 
Kentucky. The school now 
focuses on helping children 
with dyslexia, and its lead-
ers propose deploying 40 
mentors from AmeriCorps, 

the national service pro-
gram, to nearby elementa-
ry schools to give students 
the one-on-one attention 
they need.

Brent Hutchinson, the 
school’s executive direc-
tor, hopes that some of the 
AmeriCorps volunteers will 
become full-time teachers 
in a region that desperately 
needs more of them. Per-

haps, he said, participants 
from outside Central Appa-
lachia will grow to love the 
area and settle there.

“The fact that they come 
in ready to serve makes a 
dif ference,” Hutchinson 
said. “They’re not there 
because they’re being paid 
a ton of money.”

SEE RURAL/PAGE A5

Rural areas hope to get more 
from national service programs

BY APRIL SIMPSON
STATELINE.ORG

Four-year-old Betty Schottler 
starts each morning with the same 
six sounds: (m), (ah), (oo), (ee), 
(sh), and (s).

Her mom makes the sounds first, 
then Betty repeats them to check 
that her cochlear implant is work-
ing.

Betty was born profoundly deaf 
and got her first set of glittery rain-
bow hearing aids at 6 weeks old. 

Then, before her 1st bir thday, she 
had surger y to place a cochlear 
implant in the bone behind her 
ear. The device sends signals to 
the brain, and the brain recognizes 
those signals as sound.

For Betty and thousands of chil-
dren born in the U.S. with a hear-
ing impairment, newborn screening 
is the first step toward introducing 
them to the world of sound.

SEE SOUND/PAGE A6

Screenings can open a world of  
sound to babies with hearing loss

BY RACHEL BLUTH
KAISER HEALTH NEWS

Two hundred years of his-
tory came to light at Lebanon’s 
Bicentennial Celebration, held 
throughout Saturday to honor 
the city’s 1819 incorporation.

Lebanon’s Bicentennial Com-
mittee organized the event, 
which highlighted historical 
facts and figures while provid-
ing games and live music at the 
Wilson County Expo Center.

“Although the weather affect-
ed a few of the events, it was a 
great celebration,” said city his-
torian Rick Bell, who co-chaired 
the Bicentennial Committee. “A 
lot of people visited our local 
museums throughout the day, 
and everyone who came to the 
Expo Center heard some great 
music and, hopefully, learned 
some new things about Leba-
non’s history.”

After the celebration kicked 
of f with the unveiling of the 
city’s latest mural on the pub-
lic square, attendees spent the 
afternoon exploring museums 
and historical sites before a pro-
gram and party at the Wilson 
County Exposition Center.

Displays covered everything 
from the Tennessee Maneu-
vers where Gen. George Pat-
ton trained troops in Lebanon 
during World War II to the time 
Paul McCartney lived in the city 
while recording with Wings dur-
ing the 1970s.

“My wife Edna and I have 
lived here all our lives,” Ray 
Vantrease said. “The Tennessee 
Maneuvers are really interest-
ing, and we also love music. It 

doesn’t really matter what kind, 
but we’re pretty into bluegrass.”

Several genres were rep-
resented throughout the eve-
ning, but the common thread 
between the per formers was 
that all had ties to Lebanon.

Those looking to take a more 
active role in the festivities 
could try out a series of games, 
from a trivia competition to a 
photo scavenger hunt. Among 

them was an “axe throwing” 
challenge, a hit with the chil-
dren of Cub Scout Pack 643.

“The kids are having a lot of 
fun exploring the exhibits and 
looking at the dif ferent things 
on display,” Lindsey Barfield, a 
parent chaperoning the pack, 
said. “They love the axe throw-
ing game, and I think they’re 
excited to see Kason Lester per-
form because they know him 

from ‘American Idol.’ ”
Before they began exploring 

the venue, the scouts were also 
handing out programs for the 
official bicentennial celebration 
as a community service project.

“One of the core principles 
of Cub Scouts is to give back to 
your community,” Barfield said. 
“The kids really enjoy getting 
to play a role in that, and a lot 
of people coming in were greet-

ed by walls of scouts excited to  
help out.”

The program included per-
formances from Lebanon High 
School and Cumberland Uni-
versity’s marching bands, as 
well as remarks from Lebanon 
Mayor Bernie Ash and Tennes-
see State Historian Carroll Van 
West.
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Bicentennial bash: Lebanon celebrates 200 years

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Celebration gives 
healthy dose of 
history, games, 

music and more

Cub Scout Pack 643 enjoys a round of axe throwing at Lebanon’s Bicen-
tennial Celebration.

Country and rock musician Kason Lester, at left, closes out Lebanon’s 
Bicentennial Celebration with a headlining performance at the Wilson 
County Expo Center.

Photos by Ethan Steinquest • Lebanon Democrat

Members of One Way Out Bluegrass Band harmonize during a perfor-
mance at Lebanon’s Bicentennial Celebration, held Saturday at the Wil-
son County Expo Center.

Lebanon’s Bicentennial Celebration kicked off on the public square 
with the unveiling of the city’s latest mural, created by Pat Jackson of 
Sun Graphics Signs in Watertown.
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