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Retail and tech giant Amazon 
is expected to open a facility in 
Mt. Juliet in spring 2021, but 
they may have some competi-
tion.

A nationally known logistics 
and e-commerce client, cur-
rently unidentified, is looking 
at investing roughly $70 million 
into a 400,000-square-foot facil-
ity in the area. Wilson County’s 
Joint Economic and Community 

Development Board is helping 
them explore two potential sites 
for the build, which has been 
named Project Blue Bird.

“Blue Bird has zeroed in 
on Speedway Industrial Park,” 
JECDB Executive Director G.C. 

Hixson said at the organization’s 
meeting Thursday. “I’m getting 
calls from construction companies 
and calls from all the Realtors, so 
it appears to me that they’ll pull 
the trigger this month.”

Hixson said the projected 
investment is large compared to 
the facility’s scale because of the 
quality of life the company aims 
to provide workers.

“That means underground 
cooling systems, solar panels, 

things that are the philosophy of 
the company,” he said. “Not your 
typical warehouse distribution-
type group. I can’t identify the 
company coming right now, but 
if I did, you’d realize their brand. 
It’s a good project, and I think 
that’ll be our first one this year 
to go on the board.”

Amazon itself is moving for-
ward with the site it purchased in
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‘Project Blue Bird’ signals $70M investment 

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM 

Unidentified company eyes Speedway 
Industrial Park for distribution center

The 2020 U.S. Census will take 
place this spring, and Wilson 
County is gearing up to make sure 
the numbers are as accurate as 
possible through the Count Me 
Wilson initiative.

Information from the census 
count is used to determine state 
and federal funding, which means 
county education, roads, health 
care and more are impacted. It 
also determines each state’s num-
ber of seats in the U.S. House of 
Representatives.

“A thorough count is going 
to make a big difference for the 
county,” Wilson County Project 
Administrator and Count Me Wil-
son member Susan Shaw said. 
“Whenever grants are written, 
census data is used as a basis, and 
since Wilson County is so demo-
graphically diverse it helps even 
more to count everyone.”

Wilson County could see 
approximately $32.8 million in 
combined state and federal funds 
based on the count, which the 
U.S. Census Bureau predicts has 
risen by 26,632 since 2010.
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County 
projects 

$32.8M in 
funds based 

on census 
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Count Me Wilson 
initiative working 

to boost participation

HOW TO COMPLETE THE 

2020 U.S. CENSUS
• Residents will begin receiving 

invitations to complete the census 

from March through July, and 

census takers will begin visiting 

homes

• Each person or household 

may complete the census 

by paper form, online or by 

telephone, and it is available in 

multiple languages

• April 1 is Census Day, so 

questions must be answered 

based on a person’s residence on 

that date

• A list of questions the 

census will ask is available at 

https://2020census.gov/en/ 

about-questions.html

I
an Parsons walked around the 
hangar visiting with friends 
and discussing aviation trends. 

Since last year, the 16-year-old has 
been involved in some capacity 
with the Experimental Aircraft 
Association Chapter 863, which was 
meeting Thursday. His most recent 
experiment with the chapter was 
winning the $10,000 Ray Foundation 
Scholarship.

According to their website, the 
foundation, founded by James C. 
and Joan L. Ray, strives to make a 
positive impact on youths and young 
adults alike, who have a strong 
passion for aviation. Ian was the first 
recipient of the scholarship through 
the local EAA chapter. The teen 
said he was very excited to win the 
scholarship.

“I did both the academic and 
aerospace camp, then I got involved 
with the EAA and this scholarship 
came up,” said Ian. “They had me 
write a short essay and then we had 
a panel interview, and the chapter 
thought I was the best fit for the 
scholarship.”

EAA Charter 863 President 
Gary Piper said the judges had a 
very hard time trying to pick one 
winner. He said all the applicants did 
a good job studying, cleaning and 
doing whatever it took to show their 
passion for aviation and the chapter.

“We were able to nominate several 
young folks for this scholarship,” 
said Piper. “They were all wonderful, 
but Ian came out on top. It will take 
him from beginning to end to earn 
his private pilot’s license.”

Ian is the second out of four 
children to Rob and April Parsons 
and is in his sophomore year at 
Watertown High School. April 
Parson said she is very proud of her 
son and she worries more about 
him driving back and forth to school 
more than she does him flying.

“I feel with the proper training, 
flying is no more dangerous than 
driving a car,” said April. “He does 
that every day.”

She said she and her husband 
have always encouraged their kids to 
dream big and work hard and she is 
excited he has been given this 
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Watertown High School student wins 
$10,000 scholarship toward his pilot’s license

BY RIMA AUSTIN
RAUSTIN@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Parsons is first recipient from local EAA chapter

Photos by Rima Austin • Lebanon Democrat  

Ian Parsons, left, EAA Chapter 863 member and winner of the $10,000 Ray Aviation Scholarship, discusses flying techniques with a fellow 
chapter member Jared Carter at the EAA Chapter 863 meeting Thursday night at the Lebanon Municipal Airport.

Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 863 
member and member of Women in Aviation Inter-
national Music City Chapter Victoria Teet, along with 
her father, Dustin Teet, listen to a guest speaker at 
EAA Chapter meeting Thursday night at the Leba-
non Municipal Airport.
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