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Wilson County Mayor Ran-
dall Hutto said Wednesday he 
is prepared to mandate masks if 
COVID-19 cases keep climbing.

T h e  m a y o r  p r e v i o u s -
ly announced he would not 
impose a mask mandate during 
a news conference on July 8, 

and he said he stil l 
wants it to be a personal 
choice.

“We’ve kept up with 
the numbers, and the 
n u m b e r s  h a v e  n o t 
decreased at all like we 
were hoping,” he said 
during his annual state 
of the county address, 
which was held via 
Zoom. “We’re going to 
continue to watch our numbers, 
and I’ll tell you right now we 
had our highest day the day 

before yesterday with 74 
… if the numbers don’t 
get better, we really will 
not have any choice but 
to mandate the masks.”

M u l t i p l e  n a t i o n a l 
businesses have also 
moved to enforce mask 
mandates recently, with 
Walmart implementing 
the policy starting next 
week. Starbucks also 

began requiring masks Wednes-
day, joining chains like Costco 
and Best Buy.

“I want it to be your choice 
because when you decide you 
want to do something, you’ll 
do it when nobody’s watch-
ing,” Hutto said. “If you’re just 
doing it for me, or you’re doing 
it because it’s a law, then you’ll 
push the gas pedal down when 
you don’t see a cop probably, 
and you need to get somewhere 
in a hurry. The laws are only 
good for people that have a con-
science to follow those.”
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As Wilson County Schools pre-
pares to open on Aug. 3, a stu-
dent-led group called Mt. Juliet 
Teens for Change is petitioning the 
district to require face masks for 
students grades 7-12 and their fac-
ulty, and it has gathered more than 
1,550 signatures as of Tuesday.

“The reason we did 7-12 is 
because Mt. Juliet High School 
and Green Hill High School are 
going to be 7-12 next year after the 
tornado, so we wanted to include 
them in that as well,” Green Hill 
High School rising junior Abby Hill 
said. “I think to mandate masks 
is such an easy thing to do. Other 
people’s lives are in danger, but 
they don’t care about that, they just 
care about the discomfort of them-
selves. That’s what makes me real-
ly angry.”

Hill is one of the group’s organiz-
ers, and approximately 24 students 
are involved in total. She said their 
petition does not include grades 
K-6 because it would be too dif-
ficult to enforce with young chil-
dren.

Since forming around a month 
ago, the group has spread their 
petition through social media chan-
nels and met with county officials, 
and the Wilson County Board of 
Education may vote on the matter 
at a special called meeting today.

“We’re going to have someone 
from the Tennessee Department 
of Health deliver a presentation,” 
board chairman Larry Tomlinson 
said. “After some questions, we’ll 
have to consult with our county 
attorney ... we’ll try to make the 
best decision we can to make sure 
our students and faculty are all in a 
safe environment.”

Tomlinson said he is unsure if 
the board has the legal authority to 
mandate masks in school, noting 
that Williamson County Schools 
did so after their county mayor’s 
executive order. Wilson County 
Mayor Randall Hutto announced 
his decision not to mandate masks 
during a press conference on July 
8.

“I’ve talked to and heard from 
a lot of parents and youth,” Tom-
linson said. “Opinions are pretty 
split, with some wanting it to be 
done and others wanting it left up 
to choice.”

If school starts up without a 

Mt. Juliet 
students  

lead effort to 
require masks 

in schools 

BOE to discuss 
potential mandate at 
Thursday meeting 
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Early voting in Wilson Coun-
ty begins Friday, and voters 
can weigh in on several con-
tested races ahead of the Aug. 
6 election.

Residents may see some 
changes at their polling loca-
tion amid COVID-19 as elec-
tion officials look to promote 
health and safety. Absentee 
ballots are another option, and 
voters can request them at 
https://www.wilsonelections.
com/absentee-voting/.

“Voters need to be pre-
pared,” Wilson County Admin-
istrator of Elections Phillip 
Warren said. “If they want 
to wear masks they’ll need 
to bring them with them, 
and social distancing will be 
observed. We have one touch 
pens people can use to fill 
things out, and anybody that’s 
sick needs to fill out an absen-
tee ballot — they should not 
come vote in person.”

Poll workers are also being 
equipped with protect ive 

gear and cleaning supplies to 
reduce any potential spread of 
the virus.

“County election commis-
sions have been planning for 
a safe and secure election for 
months,” Tennessee Coor-
dinator of Elections Mark 
Goins said in a press release.” 
As par t of our commitment 
to safety, the state is provid-
ing masks, social distancing 
resources, gloves, gowns and 

face shields for poll officials.”
In addit ion,  voters can 

expect socially distant lines 
and a streamlined process 
meant to keep personal con-
tact to a minimum.

“The lines are going to look 
longer, but they won’t actually 
be longer,” Warren said. “Our 
goal is to protect our workers 
throughout this process and 
protect the voters in our com-
munity.”

Ten local elections are listed 
on this year’s sample ballot, 
along with U.S. Senate and 
House primary contests.

Polling locations across 
the county will be open from 
8 a .m.  to  6  p .m.  Monday 
through Friday, and from 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturdays 
until the end of early voting on 
Aug. 1.

Residents asked to stay safe when early voting starts
Absentee ballots 

available for virus 
positive voters 

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat

Wilson County Election Commission employees Cheryl Herke, left, and Melia Anderson sort through a box of personal protective equip-
ment that poll workers will be using when early voting starts on Friday.

WHEN AND  
WHERE TO VOTE

Early voting for the Aug. 6 
election is scheduled from July 
17 through Aug. 1. The Wilson 
County Election Commission 
will have the following polling 
locations open from 8 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Monday through Friday 
and 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday.

Election Commission Office 
(203 E. Main St., Lebanon)

Mt. Juliet Community 
Center (1075 Charlie Daniels 
Parkway, Mt. Juliet)

Watertown Community 
Center (8630 Sparta Pike, 
Watertown)

Gladeville Community 
Center (95 McCreary Road, 
Lebanon)

Lighthouse Church (6141 
Saundersville Road, Mt. Juliet, 
closes 5 p.m. Wednesday)

WHO IS ON THE BALLOT?
Along with U.S. Senate and House primaries, Wilson County voters 

will see candidates for 10 local elections on their ballots this summer. 

Full sample ballots, including information about state-level races, are 

available from the Wilson County Election Commission’s website.

Circuit Court Judge Division II

Michael Collins (Republican)

Branden Bellar (Independent)

Public Defender

Shelley Thompson Gardner (Republican)

Wilson County Commission District 17

James “Rusty” Keith (Republican)

Wilson County Assessor of Property 

Stephen Goodall (Republican)

General Sessions Court Judge Division III

Ensley Hagan (Republican)

School Board Zone 1

Wayne McNeese

Carrie Hartzog Pfeiffer

Mitch Rollins

Lauren Smith

SEE MASKS/PAGE A8

Hutto eyes mask mandate as virus cases surge
Mayor gives state of 
the county address

Mayor 
Randall 

Hutto

The state of Tennessee reported 

69,061 cases Wednesday, up 2,273 

from Tuesday. Deaths were up 16 to 

783.

In Wilson County, there were 1,338 

cases, up 63 from Tuesday. The 

county also recorded its first death in 

weeks, bringing the total to 18.

BY THE NUMBERS: 

COVID-19
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