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Former Trousdale Turner Correc-
tional Center (TTCC) inmate Gus-
tavo Garcia Reyes, 44, was arraigned 
last week after the Trousdale 
County grand jury indicted 
him on the charge of first-de-
gree murder.

According to the indict-
ment, Reyes was incarcer-
ated at TTCC at the time 
of the altercation and was 
subsequently charged with 
the first-degree murder of 
fellow inmate Jose Torres.

“Mr. Reyes was at Trous-
dale Turner at the time that this 
incident happened,” said 15th 
Judicial District Attorney Gener-
al Jason Lawson. “The incident 
occurred on March 13, 2022.

“He has been charged with actu-
al first-degree, premeditated mur-
der. It was not an attempt. His is a 
premeditated murder. It involves 
the death of another inmate named 
Jose Torres.”

At the time of the incident, Reyes 
was serving a 25-year sentence.

“Mr. Reyes was arraigned earli-
er this week on a first degree mur-

der charge,” said Lawson. “He was 
serving a 25-year sentence and was 
incarcerated for vehicular homicide 
and reckless aggravated assault.”

According to Lawson, all first-de-
gree murder cases in Ten-
nessee require that an 
autopsy be performed on 
the decedent as part of the 
investigative process.

“In Mr. Reyes’s case, 
there was an autopsy that 
was per formed (on the 
deceased),” said Lawson. 
“We want to see when the 
medical examiner’s of fice 
finishes their autopsy what 

they say the cause of death was. We 
want to make sure that it is consis-
tent with what our understanding of 
the proof is.”

Although Lawson was unsure of 
the time frame of Reyes case, he 
indicated that cases like this could 
be lengthy due to ongoing investi-
gations.

Furthermore, since the alterca-
tion occurred at Trousdale Turn-
er Correctional Center, Reyes has 
been transferred to the Riverbend 
Maximum Security Institution in 
Nashville.

L O O K I N G  B A C K  A T  2 0 2 2

TTCC inmate charged 
with first-degree murder
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Last  week,  T rousdale 
Turner Correctional Center 
inmate Deandre Ellis, 29, 
was arraigned after 
the Trousdale Coun-
ty grand jur y indict-
ed him on charges of 
attempted first-degree 
murder and posses-
sion of contraband in a 
penal facility.

According to the 
indictment, Ellis, who 
is ser ving a 51-year 
sentence at the facil-
ity, was charged with the 
attempted first-degree mur-
der of prison guard Deme-
trius Walker. Additionally, 
Ellis was charged with pos-
sessing a piece of rebar that 
was sharpened to a point and 
used as a weapon in the inci-
dent.

“In Mr. Deandre Ellis’ case, 
he was indicted for an event 
that took place on Sept. 24, 
2022,” said 15th Judicial Dis-

trict Attorney General Jason 
Lawson. “The indictment 
says he did intentionally, and 
with premeditation, attempt 
to kill Demetrius Walker 
(who) was employed as a 

guard at the prison.
“Mr. Deandre Ellis 

is currently serving 
a sentence in the 
amount of 51 years 
for second-degree 
murder, attempted 
second-degree mur-
der, tampering with 
evidence, a firearm 
in the possession of 
a felon, and for hav-

ing cocaine.”
If convicted of the new 

charges, Ellis could be facing 
a significant amount of time 
added to his already lengthy 
prison sentence.

“Under the law of the 
state of Tennessee, attempt-
ed first-degree murder is a 
Class A felony, and it car-
ries a sentence of 15 years 
to 25 years if the person is 
a range one offender,” said 

Lawson. “A range one offend-
er means that they do not 
have prior felony convictions. 
Range two, would carry 25 
to 40 years, and if you have 
more than five prior convic-
tions, then you get into range 
three, where we are talking 
about 40 to 60 years.

“The indictment alleges 
that (Ellis) had a weapon, a 
Class C felony, which as a 
range one offender, that car-
ries three to six years. As a 
range two, if he has prior fel-
onies, which he does, it will 
carry six to 10 years. And as 
a range three, it would carry 
10 to 15 years.”

At his arraignment, Ellis 
chose to hire an attorney 
rather than be appointed one 
by the court.

According to Lawson, in 
February, Ellis will be back 
in court with presiding judge 
15th Judicial District Crimi-
nal Court Judge Brody Kane.

“And at that point, the pro-
cess will move forward,” said 
Lawson.

Inmate indicted on attempted 
first-degree murder charge
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A
fter taking a look back 
into the first six months 
of 2022 last week, we 

— the editorial staff of the 
Hartsville Vidette — conclude 
our glance back at some of the 
top happenings in Trousdale 
County over the past year by 
focusing on what took place 
from July through December.

JULY

PLANNING COMMISSION 
REJECTS PROPOSED SITE 

PLAN FOR QUARRY
Residents protesting the pro-

posed Hunters Point Quarr y 
turned out in droves in July to 
relay their message of opposition 
at the Trousdale County Planning 
Commission meeting saying that 
they were blindsided by the quar-
ry and were not given sufficient 
notice of the proposed project.

The planning commission 
unanimously voted to reject the 
site plan proposal for the quarry, 
and although it was good news 
for the residents of district 6, 
many remained skeptical.

Following the planning com-
mission meeting, in discussing 
their next moves concerning the 
proposed Hunters Point Quar-
ry, Trousdale County district 6 
residents held an informational 
meeting at Antioch Church.

EVITTS SELECTED TO 
TENNESSEE TECH 100TH 
ANNIVERSARY SQUAD

Former Trousdale County 
High football standout Chad 

Evitts was selected to the All-
100th Anniversary Team at Ten-
nessee Tech University.

Evitts — who was Trousdale 
County High’s first Mr. Football 
winner — was the starting mid-
dle linebacker for the Golden 
Eagles in 2000 when they went 
8-3 and earned a top-25 national 
ranking in Division I-AA.

A walk-on at TTU, Evitts red-
shirted his freshman year before 
eventually being recognized 
as the Ohio Valley Conference 
(OVC) Defensive Player of the 
Year, a finalist for the presti-
gious Buck Buchanan Award 
as the top defensive player in 
the nation in Division I-AA and 
earned a spot on three different 
All-American teams.

Evitts finished his career with 
308 total tackles to rank ninth all-
time and recorded a school-re-
cord 68 tackles for loss. He col-
lected 10 quar terback sacks, 
six interceptions, three blocked 
kicks, eight forced fumbles, and 
five fumble recoveries.

He signed a free agent con-
tract with the Pittsburgh Steel-
ers the day after the National 
Football League draft and stayed 
with the team up until their final 
cut.

Evitts was selected as Tech’s 
2001 male athlete of the year and 
was enshrined in their hall of 
fame in 2011.

In his four years at TCHS, he 
helped lead the Yellow Jackets to 
a 47-7 record.

JUDGE ISSUES A GAG  
ORDER AGAINST  

NASHVILLE ATTORNEY
Jeffery Frensley, a United States 

District Court magistrate judge in 
the Middle District of Tennessee, 

ordered Nashville attorney Dan-
iel Horwitz to restrict and delete 
comments that he made concern-
ing CoreCivic, the non-profit, pri-
vate prison company that runs 
Trousdale Turner Correctional 
Center in Hartsville.

Horwitz represented Gussie 
Newby, the mother of inmate 
Terr y Childress, in a lawsuit 
against CoreCivic, as Childress 
died after being assaulted by his 
cellmate.

Representatives of CoreCivic 

argued that the comments made 
by Hor witz could potentially 
influence the case through the 
court of public opinion.

Revisiting some of the area’s top 
stories from the second half of the year
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Trousdale County residents turned out in droves in July to protest the proposed Hunters Point Quarry.

Courtesy of Tennessee  
Tech University athletics

Former Trousdale County High 
football standout Chad Evitts has 
been included among the Tennes-
see Tech University All-100th 
Anniversary Team.
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The new criminal justice certification program at the Tennessee College 
of Applied Technology (TCAT) will provide extensive training over eight 
months with hands-on experience.
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