
Trump should 

defer to the experts   

on coronavirus, 

Rubin writes.
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Sports
Devilettes returning to state 

tournament for second year. B1$1

BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
MALEXIEFF@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

With the goal of keeping stu-
dents together with their class-
mates and teachers, Wilson 
County Schools will put those 
displaced by the destruction of 
West Wilson Middle and Stoner 
Creek Elementary schools at 
Mt. Juliet Middle and Springda-
le Elementary — with all four 
students bodies attending class-
es for four hours daily.

One student body and their 
teachers will use a building in 

the morning, with the other 
using it in the afternoon. Before-
school and after-school care will 
be provided, athletics will con-
tinue, and students will be fed 
despite the shorter days.

WCS Director Donna Wright 
and Deputy Director Mickey 
Hall outlined the plan before a 
packed audience at Mt. Juliet 
High School on Monday morn-
ing, at times drawing applause.

In developing the plan, 
Wright said the district wanted 
to “make sure that our children 

could come back to a normal 
taste of what they left a little 
over a week ago. What we also 
know — we cannot separate our 
children from their teachers.”

Ideas rejected included dis-
tributing the students through-
out schools in the district and 
using warehouse or vacant retail 
space as temporary schools. 
One major challenge was devel-
oping a plan that provided for 
the same level of transportation.

The plan had to “get kids 
to and from school with-

out any additional drivers,”  
Hall said.

Stoner Creek Elementary stu-
dents and staff will use Spring-
dale Elementar y from 6:45-
10:45 a.m. After an hour and 15 
minutes to transport children 
and change staf f, Springdale 
will use its building from noon 
to 4 p.m.

On the middle school side, 
Mt. Juliet students will use 
their building from 8 to noon,  

In wake of tornado, students 
and staffs to share buildings
WCS outlines plan with West Wilson, Stoner Creek unusable
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Students who used to use this science lab at West Wilson Middle School, which was destroyed by the March 3 tornado, will be taking class-
es at Mt. Juliet Middle when school resumes March 16.

BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
MALEXIEFF@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Wilson County continues to 
recover from the tornado that 
struck in the early morning hours 
of March 3, with power restored to 
all but a few people and nearly all 
roads open — but no one is saying 
things are back to normal.

“Normal for us will not be nor-
mal,” Wilson County Mayor Ran-
dall Hutto said Monday. “Normal 
for us will be a new normal.”

Hutto said the community 
response to the destruction and 
tragedy of the loss of three lives 
has been inspiring.

“With all tragedies there is a 
silver lining,” he said. “To see so 
many people go out and help their 

neighbors, to see all these local 
agencies work together, that’s been 
a tremendous lift.”

Hutto praised the work of Wilson 
County Emergency Management, 
the Wilson County Sheriff’s Office, 
and the Lebanon and Mt. Juliet 
police departments in the imme-
diate aftermath of the storm and 
through the weekend.

And with clean up well under-
way, he gave a “hats off” to county 
road superintendent Steve Murphy 
and county solid waste manager 
Cindy Lynch.

“The landfill is absorbing all 
this,” he said.

Power has been restored to all 
but a few dozen properties, accord-
ing to Adam Elrod, a spokesman 
with Middle Tennessee Electric 
Membership Corp..

“We’ve still got crews out 

Hutto: Normal will 
be a new normal

Clean up from deadly 
storm continues

BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
MALEXIEFF@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Vanderbilt Wilson County Hos-
pital is well-prepared in the event 
a coronavirus case occurs locally, 
said President Jay Hinesley.

“We are meeting ever y day 
with our counterparts from (Van-
derbilt University Medical Cen-
ter,” he said. “We are training our 
staff, taking inventory of our sup-
plies.”

Hinesley said the local hospi-
tal is ready whether there is one 
coronavirus patient or many.

The hospital has worked with 
its suppliers to make sure it has 
adequate gowns, googles, masks 
and other items on hand, and has 
isolation rooms available, should 
they be needed.

Local health 
officials 

prepare for 
coronavirus

Hospital, health 
department ready 

should case occur here

BY DAVE FLESSNER
CHATTANOOGA TIMES FREE PRESS

Two distributors of the Tennes-
see Valley Authority in Murfrees-
boro are preparing to combine to 
create one of the biggest electric 
power cooperatives in America, if 
TVA approves the merger.

Directors of the Murfreesboro 
Electric Department and Middle 
Tennessee Electric Membership 
Corp., both based in Murfreesboro 
and the latter of which serves Wil-
son County, have endorsed the 
merger to gain more synergies of 
scale and cost savings for the near-
ly 300,000 customers who would be 
served in a combined utility.

Under the agreement, Middle 
Tennessee Electric will pay $302 
million, with interest, over 15 years 
to acquire the assets and opera-
tions of Murfreesboro Electric 
Department. Both utility boards 
and the Murfreesboro City Council 
approved the merger in January. 
But as the regulator of local distrib-
utors TVA must also approve the 
deal.

If approved, it would be the larg-
est municipal electric system acqui-
sition ever in the United States.

“We are both excited and grati-
fied to take this step in combining 
these two great operations — excit-
ed for the efficiencies and oppor-
tunities it creates and gratified that 
the leadership in the City Coun-
cil and City Hall have seen fit to 
trust Middle Tennessee Electric to 
continue the tradition of providing 
affordable electricity and excellent 
service to the citizens of Murfrees-
boro,” Middle Tennessee Electric 
Chairman Mike Woods said when 
the merger was approved earlier 
this year.

But a similar purchase plan pro-
posed was scrapped nearly four 

Middle 
Tennessee power 

co-op plans 
power purchase
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Crews from a Middle Tennessee Electric Membership Corp. 
contractor work along Barrett Drive in Mt. Juliet on Satur-
day. MTEMC says that all but a few dozen customers now 
have power restored.

A flag flies at half-staff at what is left of the home at 1402 
Fairview Drive on Saturday in Mt. Juliet.
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