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The Lebanon City Coun-
cil voted to pass the 2019-20 
budget Tuesday with a 25-cent 
property tax increase included, 
though Councilor Fred Burton 
attempted to change the bud-
get during the meeting.

Burton called for the city’s 
reserve fund be used to make 
up for the budget shortfall in 
order to offset the tax increase 
and add a 3% cost-of- l iving 
adjustment for employees.

“I’ve gotten quite a few calls 
from business people around 
the city,  and they’re quite 
shook up about this 41% tax 
increase,” Burton said. “What 
I’d like to recommend tonight 
is take the shor tfall for this 
year from the $18 million in 
the reserves.”

B u r t o n  a l s o  s u g g e s t e d 
the city could take from the 
reserves to increase cost-of-liv-
ing adjustments for employees 
and cut merit raises.

City Accounting Adminis-

trator Stuar t Lawson told the 
council that the budget short-
fall was about $2.7 million, 
and spending had taken the 
reserves down to close to $14 
million.

“Currently we don’t have 
t h e  $ 1 8  m i l l i o n  i n  t h e r e 
because we spent some money 
over the last few months, so 
it’s probably down to about 
$14 million or $15 million. We 
had expenditures where we 
bought the Mitchell House and 
we had bond service for Police 
Depar tment expenses,” Law-
son said.

Mayor Bernie Ash did not 
support Burton’s motion.

SEE TAX/PAGE A8

Lebanon approves 25-cent tax increase
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Councilors Joey Carmack, left, and Fred Burton discuss the budget dur-
ing Tuesday’s City Council meeting. Burton and Carmack gave the “no” 
votes on the new budget.

Burton balks at budget, objects 
to parking lot improvements

E t h e n  Va n d e r p o o l ,  1 5 , 
made an appearance in a Wil-
son County criminal cour t-
room on Mon-
day where his 
a t tor ney  Tony 
Maynar d  f i led 
a motion seek-
ing to have him 
transferred to a 
d i f ferent  juve-
nile facility.

Va n d e r p o o l , 
who is charged 
w i th  f i r s t -degr ee  mur der 
in the shooting death of a 
16-year-old, is currently held 
in a Maur y County juvenile 
detention facility. According 
to the motion, Vanderpool is 
“in fear for his safety and well 
being.”

Vanderpool is being bul-
lied and threatened by other 
inmates, as well  as by his 
roommate, according to the 
motion, and it says jail staf f 
have discussed his case with 
others, which has caused Van-
derpool to be threatened.

The motion also says that 
Vanderpool has not seen sun-
light since he was incarcer-
ated and is not able to attend 
school.

The motion requests for 
Vanderpool to be moved, pref-
erably to the juvenile facility 
in Memphis.

Vanderpool will return to 
court Tuesday, where, accord-
ing to  Maynard,  the mat -
ter will be brought back up 
as facility representatives are 
contacted about the allega-
tions.

Vanderpool is accused of 
shooting and killing 16-year-
old JayShawn Taylor on Nov. 
15 ,  2018  a t  Vanderpoo l ’ s 
Clearview Drive home in Mt. 
Juliet.

Vanderpool’s trial is sched-
uled to begin May 18, 2020.

Vanderpool 
claims 

mistreatment 
in custody
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Teenager accused of 
murder wants transfer 

to different facility

Ethen 
Vanderpool

Wilson County Schools 
Director Donna Wright 
and Deputy Director of 
Schools Mickey Hall were 
instructed to rewrite their 
budget for the 2019-20 
fiscal year by adding the 
county’s growth money.

Wilson County Com-
missioner and budget 
committee Vice Chair-
man William Glover made 
the recommendation at 
the county’s budget com-

mittee meeting Monday 
night.

The growth money, 
which is funds that have 
been raised through prop-
erty taxes and fees, is just 
over $2 million. WCS will 
get approximately $1.6 
million while the Lebanon 
Special School District 
will receive approximately 
$323,000.

This past year, the 
growth money increased 
by 4.17 percent. In addi-
tion, building and other 
permit fees have also 
increased due to the new 
construction.
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WCS to revamp 2019-20 
budget, prioritize needs
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County to also look 
at another election 
on sales tax hike

Matt Masters | Lebanon Democrat

The original Cracker Barrel is pictured at Fiddler Grove.

Cracker Barrel arrives 
at Fiddlers Grove

The 19th annual Dr. Cary 
Harbrecht Memorial Chamber 
Summer Scramble took place 
on Monday, packing the Five 
Oaks Golf and Country Club 
with business professionals 
and avid golfers from across 
Wilson County.

The humid, overcast and at 
time drizzly weather couldn’t 
keep away the crowd of over 
200 gol fers representing 
37 teams and more than 57 
sponsors who played with a 
sense of camaraderie and just 
enough competition to keep 
each other on their toes across 
the 18-hole course.

The annual tour nament 
was presented by the Leba-
non Wilson County Chamber 
of Commerce and included 
the title sponsor Wilson Bank 
and Trust while Famous Foot-
wear and Tennova Healthcare 
served as major sponsors.

Reid Mitchell  with the 
State Farm/Servpro team said 

that while golf is a challeng-
ing game, this tournament 
was really about meeting and 
spending time with other busi-

ness professionals who are a 
part of Wilson County’s grow-
ing economy.

“This is about community 

involvement,” Mitchell said. 
“Keeping ever ything in the 
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Chamber’s golf scramble packs Five Oaks
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Tournament 
raises money 
for programs

Matt Masters | Lebanon Democrat

Beau Massengille, Matt Wood and Cale Mitchell watch as Kenny Sallis sinks a putt during the 19th 
annual Dr. Cary Harbrecht Memorial Chamber Summer Scramble at Five Oaks Golf and Country Club.
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