
On this 50th anniversary of the moon 

landing, let’s celebrate all those unsung 

heroes that made it happen.
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A motorcycle crash 
severely injured a Lebanon 
firefighter Thursday eve-
ning.

According to Lebanon 
Police Department Sgt. PJ 
Hardy, the crash occurred 
around 5:30 p.m. on East 
High Street after the driv-
er of a black Ford Fusion 
attempted to change lanes 
in traf fic and clipped the 
front of a silver Dodge Ram 
truck. The Fusion was sent 
into a left spin, crossing 
the eastbound lanes before 
it was struck on the pas-
senger side by the motor-
cycle.

The driver of the motor-
cycle, identified by LFD 
Assistant Fire Chief Jason 
Baird as 30-year depar t-
ment veteran J.D. Foster, 
was ejected and suf fered 
serious injuries. He was 
transported to Vanderbilt 
Medical Center in critical 
but stable condition.

T h e  d r i v e r  o f  t h e 
Fusion, an unidentified 
woman, was transported 
to Tennova Healthcare-
Lebanon with non-life-
threatening injuries while 
the driver of the Ram, an 
unidentif ied man, was 
uninjured. The condition of 
the woman is not known at 
this time.

T h e  L e b a n o n  F i r e 
Depar tment released a 
statement on its Facebook 
page announcing the crash 
and asking for prayers and 
support, adding that 20 fire-
fighters had gathered at 
Vanderbilt to show support 
as Foster entered surgery.

“I can’t say enough 
about the group we have at 
the department. They may 
not all get along from time 
to time but they’re togeth-
er when it’s needed most! 
Thanks to Mayor Ash, Leb-
anon Police dept, Mike Jus-
tice, Chris Melvin, Steve 
Greene, Titus Kelley and
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Lebanon firefighter 
severely injured in 
motorcycle crash
BY MATT MASTERS
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J.D. FOSTER

Tuesday’s Summer Food Bash 
closed out the summerlong food 
program hosted by the Lebanon 
Special School District at Don Fox 
Park complete with hot dogs, hula 
hoops, face painting and boxes of 
free books.

“This is our celebration for 
everything that the community 
has done for us this summer,” 
said Beth Petty, the district’s Fam-
ily Resource Center coordinator.

Over 1,000 people from across 
Wilson County gathered at the 
park to get a free lunch of hot 
dogs, Lunchables, potato chips, 
fruit, corn, green beans and the 
most popular item on the warm 
summer day — slushies.

Events included free books 

provided by donations from book 
drives and Gimme a $5, face paint-
ing by Imagine That Art Studio 
and balloon art by Anthony the 
Balloon Guy.

Wilson County Sheriff’s Office 
deputies Glenn Johnson, who 
serves as the school resource offi-
cer at Byars Dowdy Elementary 
School, and Patrick Seay, who 
serves as SRO at Walter J. Baird 

Middle School, were present to 
hand out stickers and other good-
ies.

“The wonder ful thing about 
summer feeding is that it’s open 
to anyone 18 and under, so there 
are not stipulations,” Petty said. 
“That just breaks down so many 
barriers and makes it a wonderful 
program for anyone and every-
one.”

Lebanon resident  Joanna 
Thomas brought her son Micah, 
9, and daughter Evie, 8, to the cel-
ebration, where they packed plas-
tic bags full of books, a favorite 
pastime thanks in part she said 
to the Lebanon-Wilson County 
Librar y’s summer reading pro-
gram.
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Summer Food Bash closes 
out seasonal food program

BY MATT MASTERS
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More than 15,000 meals served this summer

Matt Masters • Lebanon Democrat

Children surround Spider-Man to show him their books as he makes an appearance at Tuesday’s Summer Food 
Bash at Don Fox Park.

W ilson County was 
under a heat advisory Fri-
day after a heat wave from 
the Midwest hit Middle 
Tennessee, and Saturday 
temperatures are forecast 
to remain at a dangerous 
high.

Thunderstorms could 
appear Saturday afternoon 
with a 20% chance and 
increasing cloudiness as 
the day progresses. The 
forecast high temperature 
Saturday is 94 degrees 
with a heat index of around 
100 degrees.

The National Weather 
Ser vice released the fol-

lowing statement about 
heat safety:

•  A heat  adv isor y 
means that a period of hot 
temperatures is expected. 
The combination of heat 
and high humidity will 
create a situation in which 
heat illnesses are possible.

• Drink plenty of fluids, 
stay in an air-conditioned 
room, stay out of the sun 
and check on relatives 
and neighbors. Take extra 
precautions if you work or 
spend time outside. Wear 
light weight and loose fit-
ting clothing. When possi-
ble, reschedule strenuous 
activities to early morn-
ing or evening. Know the 
signs and symptoms of 
heat exhaustion and heat 
stroke.
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Heat wave pushes 
dangerous temps
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Chance of 
storms Saturday

The Lebanon Police Depart-
ment found two people dead and 
another in critical condition Thurs-
day night after responding to a call 
possible deceased persons at Roll-
ingwood Apartments.

According to LPD Sgt. PJ 
Hardy, at approximately 7:40 
p.m. officers found two people, a 
20-year-old man and a 32-year-old 
woman, dead at the scene while 
a 20-year-old woman was found 
unconscious.

The deaths are believed to have 
been the result of drug overdoses 
and several doses of Narcan were 
administered at the scene, Hardy 
said. The person whose name is on 

the apartment’s lease was not one 
of the victims, and little drug para-
phernalia was found at the scene. 
He said the victims had likely died 
within hours of being discovered.

The unconscious woman was 
transported to Vanderbilt Univer-

sity Medical Center with what 
was described as a serious injury, 
although her current condition is 
unknown.

The identities of the three vic-
tims have not been released and 
the investigation is ongoing.

Probable drug overdose kills 
two, sends one to hospital

BY MATT MASTERS
MMASTERS@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Victims discovered at 
apartment complex

Apartment 115 
was where offi-
cers found two 
people dead 
and one seri-
ously injured 
after an appar-
ent drug over-
dose.

Matt Masters • 
Lebanon Democrat

Over 1,000 people from  
across Wilson County gathered 
at the park to get a free lunch 
of hot dogs, Lunchables, 
potato chips, fruit, corn,  
green beans and the most 
popular item on the warm 
summer day — slushies.
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