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The Lebanon City Council passed an 
amended first reading of the city’s status 
quo budget and tax rate at its meeting 
Tuesday.

Mayor Ber nie Ash’s amendment 
removes merit bonuses he said were acci-
dentally included in the budget. The city 
is scheduled to reevaluate its merit pay 
program in September.

Councilors passed the item 4-1, with 
Ward 6 Councilor Jeni Lind Brinkman vot-
ing against and Ward 3 Councilor Camille 
Burdine absent.

“I think we could have been a little bit 
more proactive, we could have made more 
cuts,” Brinkman said. “What was present-
ed to us is a status quo — still, a little frus-
trated that we don’t plan ahead in terms of 

capital improvements.”
Although the city does have a 3-5 year cap-

ital projects plan, Brinkman said she wants 
to see it included with annual budgets so 
the council can make a more informed vote. 
During prior budget talks, she also asked 
the city to explore cuts to the mayor’s office 
since none were included.

“I think I’m comfortable with the way 
our department heads manage, I think 
they do an excellent job,” Ward 4 Council-
or Chris Crowell said. “I guess the thing 
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The Wilson County Com-
mission unanimously passed a 
status quo budget at its meet-
ing Monday and is expected to 
receive $2 million in CARES Act 
funding — $400,000 more than 
previously projected.

“Nashville and Shelby Coun-
ty, some of the major counties, 
got a lot of CARES Act money,” 
Wilson County Mayor Randall 
Hutto said. “So they’ve taken 
some of their proceeds and dis-
tributed it among the other 93 
counties … it will go in our bud-
get and be used where it needs 
to be used.”

The county has been work-
ing with its maintenance and 
IT departments to assign that 
funding, which is meant to help 
local governments pay for proj-
ects despite COVID-related rev-
enue shortage. It has not been 
formally approved or included 
in the budget.

According to the budget 
passed Monday, the coun-
ty expects to bring in $443.7 
million in revenue and spend 
$448.5 million, ending the year 
with $76.6 million. Finance 
Director Aaron Maynard said 
revenue projections are larger 
than normal because of lines in 
the school system’s budget.

“Fund 177, which is the 
school’s capital projects fund, 
there is $60 million sitting there 
in bond proceeds and $85 mil-
lion from insurance,” he said. 
“This is not a fund which has 
previously been budgeted, so 
when you look at that front 
page and you see that all of a 
sudden we’re at $443 million, 
where did all that extra money 
come from? That’s where it is.”

The general purpose school 
fund budget also includes an 
additional $5.84 million for 
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WASHINGTON — Democrats 
flooded Twitter and email inbox-
es this week with praise for the 
watershed Supreme Court deci-
sion shielding gay, lesbian and 
transgender people from job dis-
crimination. Republicans — not 
so much.

The court’s 6-3 ruling came 
just two days after an event that 
played out in the opposite direc-
tion. Freshman GOP Rep. Den-

ver Riggleman, who’d officiated 
at a same-sex wedding, lost his 
party’s nomination in a conser-
vative Virginia district.

The two developments under-
scored an election-year chal-
lenge facing the GOP: how to 
reconcile broad national sup-
port for LGBT protections, even 
among many Republicans, with 
fervent opposition from some of 
the party’s die-hard conservative 
voters.

On Election Day, that ques-
tion will be easily overshadowed 
by the moribund economy, the 
coronavirus pandemic, the inter-
action between race and violent 
police tactics and by Trump him-

self. Still, the week’s events point 
to a culture-war schism in the 
GOP that Democrats are happy 
to exploit, even as Republicans 
struggle to prevent moderate 
suburban voters from deserting 
them.

“This is something suburban 
voters support,” said GOP poll-
ster Glen Bolger. “And that is a 
group that Republicans are hav-
ing challenges with.”

Polling illustrates the GOP’s 
dilemma.

In a December survey by The 
Associated Press-NORC Center 
for Public Affairs Research, 62% 
of Americans overall said they 
backed banning discrimination 

against gay, lesbian, bisexual or 
transgender people in workplac-
es, housing and schools.

That included around 3 in 4 
Democrats and nearly half of 
Republicans. That’s a turn-
around from more negative feel-
ings people had two decades 
ago.

Yet just 33% of white evangel-
ical Protestants said they sup-
ported prohibiting broad LGBT 
discrimination. In a September 
2019 survey by the nonpartisan 
Pew Research Center, 61% of 
Americans said making same-
sex marriage legal was good 
for society while 72% of white 
evangelical Protestants said it 

was bad.
Those voters are a crucial 

GOP bloc, especially in rural dis-
tricts, and party leaders cross 
them at their own peril. The 
Supreme Court ruled in 2015 
that the Constitution ensures 
a right for same-sex couples to 
marry.

“It’s decided law” but some 
Republicans are using same-sex 
marriage as a “divisive political 
tool,” said Jerri Ann Henry, who 
resigned last year as executive 
director of Log Cabin Republi-
cans, which represents LGBT 
members of the party.

High court decision spotlights GOP divide over LGBT rights
Many Republicans 
support protections
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Students at Lebanon High 
School spent the last few 
months wondering if they 
would even have a graduation 
ceremony, but the Class of 
2020 was able to walk the Clif-
ton Tribble Field at an outdoor 
celebration held Wednesday.

The 406 graduates are 
receiving more than $7 mil-
lion in scholarships to attend 
more than 50 post-secondary 
schools. They were spaced 6 
feet apart on the field and split 
into two groups for a safe cere-
mony, and families were invited 
to watch from the bleachers.

“It feels kind of unreal,” salu-
tatorian Jack Dodson said. “I 
didn’t think we’d be out here, 
but we persevered. We’re a 
good class, and we just do what 
we can.”

With his diploma now in 
hand, Dodson plans to attend 
University of Tennessee at 
Knoxville and study aerospace 
engineering.

“I’m hoping to eventually 
work for NASA or Space X,” he 
said. “I’ve always been interest-
ed in space, rockets and propul-
sion systems because it really 
shows what humanity is capa-
ble of.”

Dodson’s classmates plan to 
show their own strengths by 
pursuing a variety of career 
paths. Graduate Lily Binkard’s 
goal is to run her own business 

LHS overcomes COVID-19 with outdoor graduation
Class of 2020 earns 

more than $7M  
in scholarships 

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat

Lebanon High School’s Class of 2020 celebrates its graduation with an outdoor ceremony Tuesday at 
Clifton Tribble Field.

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Carolanne Fox, at right, and Alyssia Francis receive 
their diplomas during Lebanon High School’s 2020 
graduation ceremony.

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Greyson Gregory, at right, and Ja’Tez Gregory 
receive their diplomas during Lebanon High 
School’s outdoor graduation held Wednesday.
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