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W ilson County ’s  budget 
committee cleared the way for 
a major industrial development 
which would bring over 1,000 
jobs to the area.

During a budget commit-

tee meeting on Thursday, G.C. 
Hixson, joint economic and 
community development board 
executive director, requested 
endorsement for a new company 
described as an online pet care 
order service to construct a logis-
tic operations center.

Due to a non-disclosure agree-
ment as part of the payment in 
lieu of taxes, or PILOT program, 
the company has not been for-
mally identified. What is known 
about the company, code-named 
“Ethalondis,” is that it indicated a 
need for hiring 1,200 employees.

Of those, 125-150 would be 
considered technical, ser vice 

and or management classifica-
tions. Average pay for non-man-
agement employees is estimat-
ed at $31,800 per year with an 
area-standard employee-benefit 
program.

The construction and set-up 
phases of the project will also 
support an estimated 285 jobs.

A d d i t i o n a l l y,  t h e  c o m -

p a n y  w o u l d  c o n s t r u c t  a 
692,000-square-foot warehouse 
near the interchange of Couch-
ville Pike and Interstate 840.

The tax incentive for the com-
pany would be about $4.8 mil-
lion. But the board’s incentive 
analysis pegs the local tax bene-
fit to be in excess of $22 million.

Logistics center could bring 1,000 jobs
County budget committee OKs incentives
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Thanks to passage in the Gen-
eral Assembly, the only road-
block left to clear before of fi-
cially combining the Tennessee 
State Fair with the Wilson Coun-
ty Fair is Gov. Bill Lee’s signa-
ture.

Tennessee’s Senate approved 
the resolution to join the 
two renowned fairs into a sin-
gle entity this week, after the 
House agreed to the union in 
April. Pending Lee’s signature, 
the new incarnation of the fair 
will take place in August at the 
James E. Ward Agricultural Cen-
ter. The event will be themed 
“Honoring Hometown Heroes.”

“We are honored the State of 
Tennessee has chosen us to be 
the new home of Tennessee’s 
State Fair,” said Wilson Coun-
ty Promotions board President 
Randall Clemons in a news 
release from the board. “Wilson 
County Fair was chosen due 
to the location, facilities, being 
an award-winning fair and our 
great volunteers. Our fair’s roots 
and existence remain as an agri-
culture fair, and we continue to 
strive to be a great place for fam-
ilies to have fun and make mem-
ories that will last a lifetime.’ ”

Clemons and Wilson Coun-
ty Mayor Randall Hutto were 
reluctant to elaborate on what 
the new Wilson County Fair 
— Tennessee State Fair would 
mean for the fairs, fairgrounds 
and county before Lee signed 
the resolution.

“I’m unable to comment at this 
time,” Hutto said, adding that 
he had received a call from the 
state asking him to refrain from 
talking about the move.

With the relocation, Wilson 
County expects to be able to 
make capital improvements to 
the facilities that it might not 
have been able to afford other-
wise.

“We will have a better chance 
to make improvements to road 
and traf fic infrastructure and 
challenges,” Clemons stated in 
the release.

County, 
state fair 
merger 
nears 

realilty
Move awaits  

Gov. Lee’s signature
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F
or people riddled by a 
prolonged pandemic, 
the National Day of 

Prayer celebration at Love’s 
Way Church was a welcome 
reprieve.

Thursday’s celebration at 
the church on Coles Ferry 
Pike saw a packed sanctuary, 
with congregants of Love’s 
Way Church joined by other 
worshipers from around the 
county.

The lead host for Wilson 
County’s National Day of 
Prayer celebration is Ronda 
Wehby. She recently took over 
for Robin Hardin who had 
spearheaded the organization 
in the past.

Wehby explained how last 
year’s event shuttered its doors 
as restrictions on gatherings 
swept across the U.S. in the 
wake of the pandemic. The 
event was instead conducted 
virtually, streamed live from 
Love’s Way Church with some 
video submissions also sent 
in from members. The 2020 
event is best remembered as a 
request to “heal the land.”

This year, with healing 
very much underway, the 
theme turned to love, life and 
liberty. Wehby pointed to 2 
Corinthians 3:17, “Where the 
Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
liberty.”

Love’s Way Church Pastor 
Johan McGregor said that he 
felt like people are ready to live 
again.

“We know how tough 2020 
was,” he said. “As we moved 
into this new year, people were 
ready to come out and do what 
people do — celebrate God.”

McGregor said that 

Christians are very lucky.
“It tells us in the Gospel 

John, to have confidence 
in him, that when we ask 
anything, He hears us,” 
McGregor said. “Prayer is the 
center point of everything we 
do. Jesus said, always pray. 
Pray without ceasing for prayer 
is communion with God.”

Chris Richardson performed 
several songs for the crowd 
to tee things off. Richardson 
is an associate worship leader 
at Love’s Way. Wehby and 
McGregor both said he has 
a natural way of getting an 
audience rocking, and that God 
delights when people sing.

NATIONAL DAY OF 
PRAYER Wilson County joins to 

celebrate life, love, liberty

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Chris Richardson of Love’s Way Church, leads the audience in prayer during his musical performance at 
the church Thursday, as part of the National Day of Prayer celebration. Worshipers from around Wilson 
County joined to celebrate love, life and liberty, this year’s theme.

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Worshipers sing and praise God on Thursday at Love’s Way Church 
during the National Day of Prayer celebration.

BY CHRISTOPHER RUGABER
AP ECONOMICS WRITER

WASHINGTON — The recovery of Amer-
ica’s job market hit a pause last month as 
many businesses — from restaurants and 
hotels to factories and construction compa-
nies — struggled to find enough workers to 
catch up with a rapidly strengthening eco-
nomic rebound.

Employers added just 266,000 jobs in 

April, sharply lower than in March and far 
fewer than economists had expected. With 
viral cases declining and states and localities 
easing restrictions, the recovery from the 
pandemic recession has been so fast that 
many businesses have been caught flat-foot-
ed in the face of surging consumer demand.

Last month’s hiring slowdown appears 
to reflect a host of factors. Nearly 3 million 
people are reluctant to look for work because 
they fear catching the virus, according to 
government surveys. More women also 
dropped out of the workforce last month, 
likely to care for children, after many of them 
had returned in the previous two months.

In addition, construction companies and 
manufacturers, especially automakers, have 
been left short of parts as a result of clogged 
supply chains and have had to slow produc-
tion for now. Both sectors pulled back on 
hiring in April. And some businesses say 
they believe that a $300-a-week jobless ben-
efit, paid for by the federal government, is 
discouraging some of the unemployed from 
taking new jobs.

Still, companies have added jobs for four 
straight months, the Labor Department 
said Friday, though the government low-
ered its estimate of job growth for February 

Job growth slows sharply in sign of hiring struggles
Employment numbers  

far below forecasts
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