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As night falls, colors burst 
across the sky — it’s fireworks 
season in Wilson County.

From firecrackers and spar-
klers to rockets and novelty 
fireworks, residents have plenty 
to choose from at tent vendors 

across town. Local police depart-
ments say most residents are 
handling them responsibly, but 
there are still city codes to keep 
in mind.

“There are distance limits 
between schools, businesses, 
churches and that sort of thing,” 
Lebanon Police Department 
Sgt. P.J. Hardy said. “You can 
fire them until 10 p.m., or until 
11 p.m. on July 4, and no one 
under 18 is allowed to launch 

Officers work to promote 
fireworks safety and codes 
County tent vendors 

seeing increased 
sales this summer

PUBLIC FIREWORKS SHOWS IN WILSON COUNTY
Though many residents are planning to shoot off fireworks from their 

own backyard, Lebanon, Mt. Juliet and Watertown all have displays 
planned for July 4. Here are the details:

Lebanon: The city of Lebanon will host a free fireworks show at the 
Wilson County Fairgrounds beginning at approximately 9 p.m. Attendees 
are asked to watch from their vehicles or bring lawn chairs.

Mt. Juliet: A fundraiser for local baseball and softball programs, the 
city’s fireworks show is scheduled for 9 p.m. at the Mt. Juliet Little League 
Park. Attendees are asked to watch from their vehicles and can tune in to 
94FM The Fish for music timed with the display.

Watertown: Three Forks Park’s free fireworks display is also set for 
9 p.m. and will offer concessions for families. Attendees are encouraged 
to follow social distancing recommendations. 

NOTE TO READERS
Readers will notice a change in 

today’s paper: The comics have been 
combined into one page.

As we continue to look for savings in 
these challenging times, we found that 
we could run two days of comics on 
one page by eliminating horoscopes, 
Celebrity Cipher and Today in History. 
We have kept the crosswords puzzles 
and moved Sudoku to the classified 
page.

As always, feedback is welcome by 
phone at 615-444-3953 or email at 
malexieff@lebanondemocrat.com.

— Mike Alexieff, editor and publisher

BY CEDRIC DENT JR.
SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Days after announcing that he 
would not be seeking reelection, 
Mayor Ed Hager ty says he’s 
accomplished all that he set out 
to accomplish in 
office.

S i n c e  H a g -
er ty’s first year 
as mayor in 2010, 
Mt. Juliet’s popu-
lation has grown 
by an est imat-
ed 50%. The city 
became hovme to 
a new high school, built a new 
fire hall, and welcomed count-
less new businesses from Pigeon 
Forge’s The Christmas Place 
to the new Amazon facility. The 
city has not only swelled in its 

Mayor: ‘Mission 
accomplished’
Mt. Juliet’s Hagerty 

reflects on time in office

Ed Hagerty

BY ZEKE MILLER, JAMES         
LAPORTA, DEB RIECHMANN

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The White 
House said Monday that President 
Donald Trump wasn’t briefed on 
U.S. intelligence assessments ear-
lier this year that Russia secretly 
offered bounties to Taliban-linked 
militants for killing American troops 
in Afghanistan because the informa-
tion had not been “verified.”

Press Secretary Kayleigh McE-
nany asserted that intelligence 
“would not be elevated to the pres-
ident until it was verified.” Howev-
er it is rare for intelligence to be 
confirmed without a shadow of 

Trump denies 
briefing about 
troop bounties
Press secretary cites 
lack of verification
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Lebanon came together to 
raise more than $10,000 for the 
Muscular Dystrophy Association 
on Saturday at the second annu-
al Flex For A Cause fundraiser, 
doubling the proceeds from last 
year’s event.

Approximately 200 vehicles 
pulled into Fiddler’s Grove for 
the benefit’s car show, while 
attendees also enjoyed live 
music, a silent auction and more.

“This lets us know we’re mov-
ing in the right direction, and 
we’re hoping to continue on that 
track and double our amount 
next year,” event organizer Tom 
Bell said. “We took a survey, and 
found out we had people come 
in from Michigan, Ohio, Florida 
… all over the country. I want 
to give special thanks to my car 
club, the Loud -N- Obnoxious 
Cruzers, and all the volunteers 
who helped us put this together.”

People from across the com-
munity pitched in, but the mis-
sion is a personal one for Bell 
after his son Brayden Lee lost his 
battle with Duchenne muscular 

SEE FIREWORKS/PAGE A4

Flex For A Cause raises $10K to fight muscular dystrophy

Fundraiser in honor 
of local child doubles 
last year’s proceeds 

Jason  
Anderson, left, 
receives a tro-
phy from Flex 

For A Cause 
event organiz-

er Tom Bell 
during the sec-
ond annual car 

show benefit 
for the Muscu-
lar Dystrophy 

Association 
held Saturday 

at Fiddler’s 
Grove.
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Some of Lebanon’s future drivers could be spotted eyeing their 
favorite cars at the second annual Flex For A Cause.SEE FLEX/PAGE A4
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Antique Car Show, Uncle Jimmy Thompson Bluegrass Festival,
Antique Tractor & Engine Show, Craftsman Festival, Grand
Opening of Dairy Museum, Tennessee Waters Exhibit at Granville
Museum, Mayberry “I Love Lucy” Museum. Entertainment: David
Turner (Ventriloquist), Roger Reeves (Magician), Children’s
Rides, Petting Zoo, Train Ride. Great Food, Craft Booths, Parade
at 2pm, Tom Brantley & Missionary Ridge Bluegrass Dinner Show
(reservations required).

Heritage Day “Mayberry Block Party”
July 11, 2020 • 9am-5pm

Parking $5 • Admission $5 (cash required) • Under age 6 Free
Temperature checks required for entry.

GranvilleTN.com

931•653•4151

Grand Opening
July 11, 2020

From the Farm to Your Table
Ag Museum

Celebration of Middle Tennessee Diaries featuring
Ezell 1934 Mack Milk Truck, Exhibit on Chicken &
Egg, Farm Scene Mural, Tennessee Farm Bureau
Ag Simulator, Horse-drawn Equipment featuring
Horse-drawn Hearse of Bass Funeral Home and
much more!
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