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ASSOCIATED PRESS

Coronavirus deaths and cases 
per day in the U.S. dropped 
markedly over the past couple 
of weeks but are still running at 
alarmingly high levels, and the 
effort to snuff out COVID-19 is 
becoming an ever more urgent 
race between the vaccine and 
the mutating virus.

The government’s top infec-
tious-disease expert, Dr. Antho-
ny Fauci, said the improvement 

in numbers around the coun-
try appears to reflect a “natural 
peaking and then plateauing” 
after a holiday surge, rather than 
the arrival of vaccines in mid-De-
cember.

Deaths are r unning at an 
average of just under 3,100 
a day, down from more than 
3,350 less than two weeks ago. 
New cases are averaging about 
170,000 a day after peaking at 
almost 250,000 on Jan. 11. The 
number of COVID-19 patients in 
the hospital in the U.S. has fallen 

to about 110,000 from a high of 
132,000 on Jan. 7.

States that have been hot spots 
in recent weeks such as Cali-
fornia and Arizona have shown 
similar improvements during the 
same period. Tennessee has also 
seen a sharp decline in the num-
ber of new cases being reported.

On Monday, California lifted 
regional stay-at-home orders in 
favor of county-by-county restric-
tions and ended a 10 p.m. cur-
few. The shift will allow restau-
rants and churches to resume 

outdoor operations and hair and 
nail salons to reopen in many 
places, though local of ficials 
could choose to impose stricter 
rules.

Elsewhere, Minnesota school 
districts have begun bring-
ing elementary students back 
for in-person learning. Chica-
go’s school system, the nation’s 
third-largest district, had hoped 
to bring teachers back Monday 
to prepare for students to return 
next month, but the teachers 
union has refused.

“I don’t think the dynamics 
of what we’re seeing now with 
the plateauing is significantly 
influenced yet — it will be soon 
— but yet by the vaccine. I just 
think it’s the natural course of 
plateauing,” Fauci told NBC’s 
“Today.”

Nationwide, about 18 million 
people, or less than 6% of the 
U.S. population, have received at 
least one dose of vaccine, includ-
ing about 3 million who have 

Race against new virus strains heats up

A big change is coming to the 
organization known as Sherry’s 
Run.

While the Sherry’s Run 5K 
Run/Walk Event is held on 
the second Saturday of each 
September, the team works 
throughout the year to provide 
hope to those battling cancer 
in our community by offering 
financial assistance with every-
day needs. In order to better 
reflect this important work car-
ried out on a year-round basis, 
the organization has begun 
operating under the name Sher-
ry’s Hope.

“With the outstanding sup-
port we receive from our com-
munity, we have been blessed 
with the opportunity to become 
so much more than a run,” said 
executive board member Scott 
Jasper. “It is our prayer that 
Sherry’s Hope will embody the 
hope that comes from shared 
burdens.”

Though the organization is 
undergoing a name change, 
this will not af fect the assis-
tance of fered to those in the 
community who are facing can-
cer. It is the hope of the board 
and staff that the change will 
bring awareness to the year-
round ministry made possible 

Sherry’s Run 
changes 
name to 
Sherry’s 

Hope
Move reflects year-

round work for 
those with cancer

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Lawmak-
ers from both major political 
parties lobbied White House 
officials Sunday for a more tar-
geted relief bill as they ques-
tioned the need for some of the 
items included in President Joe 
Biden’s $1.9 trillion coronavi-
rus plan.

The discussion came on a 
private Zoom call with key cen-
trist lawmakers of both parties 
and Biden administration offi-
cials led by National Economic 
Council Director Brian Deese. 
It was an early test for whether 
Biden’s relief plan has a chance 
of getting the kind of support it 
would need to pass Congress 
with bipartisan backing.

Lawmakers on the call raised 
questions including whether 
a new round of $1,400 checks 
included in the proposal could 
be more narrowly targeted to 
those who need them the most, 
according to several people 
involved.

Par t ic ipants also asked 
administration officials to jus-
tify the need for hundreds of 
billions allocated for other pur-
poses, including $130 billion for 
schools, given that Congress 
has already spent about $4 tril-
lion on the coronavirus relief 
effort — including $900 billion 
approved in December.

“There are still a lot of unan-
swered questions, most nota-
bly, how did the administration 
come up with $1.9 trillion dollars 
required, given that our figures 
show that there’s still about $1.8 

trillion left to be spent,” said Sen. 
Susan Collins, R-Maine, a leader 
of the bipartisan group of sen-
ators on the call. “We hope to 
get more data documenting the 
need from them.”

There was widespread sup-
port among the lawmakers for 
spending on vaccine produc-
tion and distribution, which 
several described as by far the 
highest priority to beat the pan-
demic and resurrect the falter-
ing economy.

The Zoom call, organized by 
Sen. Joe Manchin, D-W.Va., ran 
more than an hour. In addition 
to Deese, it featured Louisa 
Terrell, the director of legis-
lative af fairs, and Jeff Zients, 
the White House’s covid-19 
response coordinator.

“I think it’s important to note 
that call happened, that this 
was a genuine, open discussion 

between top White House staff 
and a dozen or so senators to 
try to establish how we move 
forward on a covid relief pack-
age,” said Sen. Angus King, a 
Maine independent who cau-
cuses with Democrats.

“This isn’t Monopoly money,” 
King said. “Every dollar that 
we’re talking about here is 
being bor rowed from our 
grandchildren. We have a 
responsibility to be stewards.”

People involved said the 
White House team listened 
to lawmakers’ concerns and 
promised to get back to them. 
A White House official declined 
to comment on specifics of the 
call.

The call came with the stim-
ulus package facing criticism 
from Republicans who say it’s 
too costly, making prospects 
tough for the kind of bipartisan 

deal Biden promised he’d deliv-
er as president. The lawmakers 
involved were part of the group 
that broke through a partisan 
logjam late last year and helped 
ensure passage of the $900 bil-
lion relief bill in December.

The group includes 16 sen-
ators, eight from each side of 
the aisle. The leaders of the 
Problem Solvers Caucus in the 
House also joined Sunday’s 
call.

Before the call, Deese told 
reporters that he intended to 
impress upon lawmakers that 
“we’re at a precarious moment 
for the virus and the economy. 
Without decisive action, we 
risk falling into a very serious 
economic hole, even more seri-
ous than the crisis we find our-
selves in.”

Seeking common ground on relief
Democratic, GOP 
lawmakers lobby 

White House for a 
more targeted bill

Jabin Botsford/Washington Post

National Economic Council Director Brian Deese speaks during a briefing at the White House on Friday.

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Design standards and bring-
ing tenants back into buildings 
were among the items discussed 
at the Lebanon Comprehensive 
Plan Subcommittee’s meeting 
last week.

The body began meeting earlier 
this month to workshop the 2040 

Comprehensive Plan, and their 
latest session focused on the West 
Main Street corridor as one of the 
city’s most visible areas.

“A vacant or underutilized 
building is not the adver tise-
ment, the way we want our city 
to be seen,” committee member 
Mack McCluskey said.

The former Kmart building is 
perhaps the most notable exam-
ple of those properties in the 
West Main Street area. The store 
has remained vacant since it 
closed in 2019, leaving an empty 
parking lot behind.

“I know other cities have had 
the same thing with Walmart 

and Kmart going out other plac-
es,” committee member David 
Taylor said. “And I have heard 
of some places come in and they 
make either an of fice thing in 
there, do about like Hickor y 
Hollow’s doing.”

Lebanon Economic Develop-
ment Director Sarah Haston said 
the city wants to keep that area 
as a retail space while taking 
the opportunity to make it look 
more modern.

“Sarah and I have had a cou-
ple meetings with the property 
owner,” Lebanon Mayor Rick 
Bell said. “We do want to keep it 

City looks to bring life back to Kmart building, boost visual appeal 
Comprehensive 

Plan Subcommittee 
talks vision for West 

Main Street area

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Members of the Lebanon Comprehensive Plan Subcommittee discuss 
ideas for the West Main Street corridor at a meeting held Jan. 19 in Leb-
anon City Hall. SEE CITY/PAGE A5
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