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WAVERLY — Search crews 
worked through shattered homes 
and tangled debris on Monday, 
looking for about a dozen people 
still missing after record-break-
ing rain sent floodwaters surging 
through rural Tennessee, killing 

at least 22 people.
Saturday’s flooding took out 

roads, cellphone towers and 
telephone lines, leaving people 
uncertain about whether family 
and friends survived the unprec-
edented deluge, with rainfall that 
more than tripled forecasts and 
shattered the state record for one-

day rainfall. Emergency workers 
were searching door to door, said 
Kristi Brown, coordinated school 
health and safety supervisor with 
Humphreys County Schools.

Many of the missing live in the 
neighborhoods where the water 
rose the fastest, said Humphreys 
County Sheriff Chris Davis, who 
confirmed the 22 fatalities in his 
county and said 12 to 15 people 
remain missing. The names of the 

missing were on a board in the 
county’s emergency center and 
listed on a city of Waverly Face-
book page, which is being updat-
ed as people call in and report 
themselves safe.

“I would expect, given the num-
ber of fatalities, that we’re going 
to see mostly recovery efforts 
at this point rather than rescue 
efforts,” Tennessee Emergency 
Management Director Patrick 

Sheehan said.
The Humphreys County Sher-

if f Office Facebook page filled 
with people looking for missing 
friends and family. GoFundMe 
pages asked for help for funeral 
expenses for the dead, including 
7-month-old twins swept from 
their father’s arms as they tried to 
escape.

Crews search for missing in flood’s wake
At least 22 dead; record rainfall recorded

BY CHANDLER INIONS
CINIONS@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The first installment of the 
Wilson County Fair — Ten-
nessee State Fair is officially in 
the books, and representatives 
from the organization say they 
were extremely pleased with 
how it went.

Randall Clemons, Wilson 
County Fair president, said, 
“It was a great fair. Everybody 
came and saw that even with 
the state fair addition it was 
still the Wilson County Fair 
that they were used to since 
1979.”

He also called it, “One of the 
smoothest operating fairs we 
have ever done.”

Clemons said that with the 
new addition of the state fair 
to the program, it gave them 
the opportunity to go out and 
get additional sponsors which 
in turn allowed them to bring 
in more activities. Typically 
those sponsors refrained from 
the Wilson County Fair so as 
not to leave out other county 
fairs, but Clemons explained 
that with the state fair in tow 
those sponsors were eager to 
help out.

Wilson County Promotions 
Executive Director Helen 
McPeak reported that the fair’s 
10-day total attendance was 
480,000 people. “We feel very 
blessed to have had so many 
people come out,” she said on 
Monday.

“We had rain ever y single 
day,” she said, but that didn’t 
stop people from coming out 
in droves. “I’ve always said the 
weather can make or break 
you, but we still feel like it was 
a very good fair.”

The vice president of Wilson 
County Promotions, Jimmy 
Comer, said, “We did have to 
tweak a couple of the events 
because of the rain, but were 
still largely able to hold most 
everything scheduled. When 
we opened the 10-day forecast, 

there was a 40% chance of rain 
every day,” Comer said, “So 
our numbers were down from 
two years ago.”

That turnout was slight-
ly lower than in 2019, when 
the fair boasted a staggering 
587,000 attendees. McPeak 

attributed that decline to 
surrounding scenarios that 
weren’t present in 2019, name-
ly COVID and the negative 
weather forecast.

All the same, McPeak said, 
“It is wonderful to see every-
thing come together, all the 
volunteers who are so passion-
ate about throwing this fair. I 
can’t thank the first respond-
ers, sherif f ’s deputies, Leba-
non Police Department, Wilson 
County Emergency Manage-
ment Agency and ever yone 
behind the scene who made it 
work.”

Clemons said, “Our volun-
teers did a tremendous job 
with all the obstacles. That’s 
what makes our fair different 
from other fairs, is the volun-
teers, their work and passion in 
their particular areas.”

McPeak said that she was 
grateful for the injection of the 
state fair’s resources pertain-
ing to putting on the statewide 
events, and added, “We are 
already gearing up and making 
plans for 2022.”

First combined fair now history
Organizers pleased; 
weather, COVID-19 

reduced turnout

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Remington Tyler, of Lebanon, holds his daughter Oaklyn on the Jumping Jumbos at the Wilson County 
Fair — Tennessee State Fair on Saturday, the last day of the event.

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Levi Pulley, left and his brother Seth Pulley, of Watertown race down 
the Euro Slide ride Saturday at the fair. Levi got off to a slow start 
but pulled away from his brother to win the race to the bottom.
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DrugFree WilCo, a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to de-stig-
matizing drug addiction and edu-
cating the community about the 
dangers of drug use, is partner-
ing with Middle Tennessee State 
University on a $1 million grant 
to expand opioid and substance 
abuse programs in Wilson Coun-
ty.

The nonprofit’s executive 
director, Tammy Grow, said the 
partnership began when Cynthia 
Chafin, the Center for Health 
and Human Services Associate 
Director of Community Pro-
grams at MTSU, sought them 
out due to the organization’s 
alignment with her own pro-
gram’s goals and mission.

Capt. Scott Moore of the Wil-
son County Sheriff’s Office, who 
is also the board chairman for 
DrugFree Wilco said in an email 

DrugFree 
WilCo 

partners 
with MTSU 

$1 million grant  
to aid partnership, 
reduce drugs’ harm 

in local communities
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WASHINGTON — The U.S. 
gave full approval to Pfizer’s 
COVID-19 vaccine Monday, 
potentially boosting public 
confidence in the shots and 
instantly opening the way for 
more universities, companies 

and local governments to make 
vaccinations mandatory.

The Pentagon promptly 
announced it will press ahead 
with plans to require members 
of the military to get vaccinat-
ed amid the battle against the 
extra-contagious delta variant. 
Louisiana State University 
likewise said it will demand its 

students get the shot.
More than 200 million Pfiz-

er doses have been adminis-
tered in the U.S. under special 
emergency provisions — and 
hundreds of millions more 
worldwide — since December. 
In going a step fur ther and 
granting full approval, the Food 
and Drug Administration cited 
months of real-world evidence 
that serious side ef fects are 
extremely rare.

President Joe Biden said that 
for those who hesitated to get 
the vaccine until it received 
what he dubbed the “gold stan-
dard” of FDA approval, “the 
moment you’ve been waiting 
for is here.”

“Please  get  vacc inated 
today,” he said.

Pfizer CEO Alber t Bour-
la called the FDA’s action “an 

Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine gets full approval
Move opens door for more mandates
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All classes in Lebanon Special 
School District are canceled for 
the rest of the week because of 
the worsening COVID-19 surge. 
Meanwhile, the number of quar-
antined students and staff in Wil-
son County Schools has topped 
2,000.

In an announcement made late 
Monday afternoon, LSSD said: 
“Due to the inability to staff our 
classrooms and buildings as well 
as the increasing number of stu-
dent absences, the immediate 
need for separation has become 
apparent.”

COVID-19 

shuts down 

LSSD for  

a week

Schools cases 
spiking locally
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