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Each class of participants in 
an annual nonprofit community 
leadership program called Lead-
ership Wilson completes small-
group, service projects.

This year, one of those groups 

is attempting to bridge the gap 
between citizens and govern-
ment by making proposals under 
consideration more comprehen-
sible.

During a Lebanon City Coun-
cil work session on Thursday, 
Kevin Carr sat down with offi-

cials to discuss a way of imple-
menting his group’s goal. Carr 
and his par tners outlined an 
objective, to create and provide 
educational materials informing 
citizens wishing to participate in 
the governmental process how 
they can better prepare.

The group’s end goal is to cre-
ate a more informed participat-
ing citizenry so that their time 
before local councils and com-
missions can be focused on rele-
vant contributions.

As a means of delivering this 
material to the proper citizen 
base, Carr’s team is exploring 
the creation of educational bro-
chures. He suggested handing 

out the prepared content to peo-
ple who come to meetings. Cur-
rently, the city provides print-
ed copies of the agenda before 
meetings, although much of the 
context is absent.

That was one element that 
Carr said he wished to improve 
for citizens to have a better 

Group aims to improve government, citizen interaction
Project tries to make legislative process efficient, engaging
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E
veryone isn’t willing to spend the 
night with strangers.

However, an area organization 
has been doing so for several years now.

Now, during a period in which many 
hope leads to the post-pandemic era, the 
Lebanon-based organization Compassion-
ate Hands Center for Hope and Renewal 
feels that it is better equipped to serve the 
area than ever.

“We are entirely a Wilson County min-
istry,” Compassionate Hands Executive 
Director John Grant said. “The last four 
or five winters, September, October and 
November were killers for the leadership. 
We were scrambling. Last fall was incred-
ibly stressful. There was so much uncer-
tainty. This year is very different.

“We are following the same safety pro-
tocols from last winter — hand-washing, 
daily sanitizing. There’s still massive work, 
but it’s so different this year.”

Compassionate Hands provides a shel-
ter for area individuals who need a place to 
stay from Dec. 1 through March 15.

“The volunteers are the ministry,” Grant 

said. “We say that we are a network of 
churches. Those 45 churches (who con-
tribute to Compassionate Hands) are the 
ministry. Our program takes (requires) 25 
volunteers every night. Our volunteers are 
the ones who touch the lives. Friendships 
make a huge difference in people getting 
into stable housing. It’s the support sys-
tem. We would not exist without the volun-
teers every night. It’s incredible the way 
they serve and the love they show.”

The overnight ministry began several 
years ago, started by Cross Style Church.

“For 15 years, they fed people every 
night,” Grant said. “They would feed peo-
ple, and they would say, ‘Hey, I don’t have 
anywhere to spend the night.’ So, they 
started allowing them to spend the night. 
That became too much very quickly.”

Cross Style reached out to other area 
churches, and Grant was a part of the 
staff of Lebanon’s College Hills Church of 
Christ at the time.

Shortly thereafter, College Hills was 
among the eight churches allowed the 
individuals who needed shelter to stay 
there one night per week, with men stay-
ing at one church each night and women 
staying at a different church. The partici-
pating churches would serve in that capac-
ity one night per week.

A five-person leadership team for the 
organization was formed by the end of 
the group’s first winter (by March of 
2014). Now, it’s led by a six-member 
board of directors.

ALL HANDS ON DECK
Compassionate  

Hands opens back up 
for another winter of  

serving Wilson County

Submitted

The Lebanon-based Compassionate Hands Center for Hope and Renewal serves Mon-
day dinner and Wednesday lunch each week.
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Thanks in large part to a Lebanon 
Police Department K9 unit, two hand-
guns, including one that was reportedly 
stolen, were recovered earlier this week.

On Tuesday, LPD was called in to 
assist Tennessee Highway Patrol with 
a vehicle pursuit. Around 10 a.m. that 
morning, the pursued vehicle ran 
through a yard, at which time the occu-
pants exited and fled on foot, according 
to the department’s public information 
officer, Lt. P.J. Hardy.

The occupants of the vehicle were 
apprehended by troopers after a short 
flight on foot and were taken into cus-
tody.

According to Hardy, through the 
course of the subsequent investigation, 
law enforcement reached the suspicion 
that “one of the occupants may have 

Lebanon K9 unit tracks 
down tossed backpack

Recovered items included 
two handguns, drugs, cash

Submitted photo

Lebanon Police Department’s K9, Eik, was 
able to assist Tennessee Highway Patrol 
with its search for a backpack believed to 
have been projected from a vehicle being 
pursued. Eik searched the area near Beck-
with Road, where the vehicle was aban-
doned and recovered the backpack.
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W
ilson County’s 
tourism 
development 

team, Visit WilCo, set 
out a few years ago to 
beautify the area with 
murals.

When one of those 
murals was vandalized in 
October, the Visit WilCo 
team decided to let the 
artists remaster their 
original concept.

On Wednesday, one 
of the artists, Fiona 
Hayward, unveiled the 
completed work before 

a crowd gathered to see 
the recreation.

The mural was first 
pained in 2016, when 
Hayward was still in high 
school. She and Eliza 
Felos developed the idea 
together and decided 
on the location, because 
Felos would often pass 
the wall while out run-
ning along the Cedar 
City Trail. The mural is 
located on North Castle 
Heights Avenue under-
neath the overpass, by 
the bocce ball courts at 
Don Fox Community 
Park.

Felos now lives in 
Thailand, but her brother, 
Cameron Byrne, along 
with a couple other 
friends, helped Hayward 
complete the latest ver-
sion.

“This is very similar 
to the original concept,” 
Hayward said of the 
remake. “We just tried to 
bring it back with a little 
more vibrancy, and a few 
sea animals sprinkled in 
there.

“The design is based 
on what we felt was 
right at the time. We 
did this when we were 
high-schoolers, just out 
here trying to spruce 
things up. We kind of 
kept that same concept 
going for this one as 
well.”

One thing has changed, 
as Hayward pointed out. 
In the left portion of 
the mural, a rope swing 
dangles from a tree, 
while one silhouette 
pushes another. The 
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Nothing a fresh coat of paint won’t fix
Artists recreate mural 

in Lebanon after 

vandalism incident
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