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Wilson County is coming togeth-
er to help those less fortunate on 
Thanksgiving Day, with events old 
and new set to benefit hundreds.

Frankie and Teresa Neal, co-own-
ers of the Vinyl Store in Lebanon, 
are aiming to serve approximately 
200 meals to homeless people at the 

cul de sac near Boot Barn, from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

“This is a first time thing for us,” 
Teresa Neal said. “Frankie has been 
wanting to do it for several years, 
and we’ve always been active in 
helping with charity events. We got 
to talking with friends, and every-
one got on board.”

An estimated 30 volunteers are 

involved with the project, including 
Whitt’s Barbecue owners Jim and 
Mary Landers.

“Mr. Neal and I are pretty good 
friends, and I volunteered to help,” 
Jim Landers said. “We’ll be prepar-
ing all the food except for the des-
serts, and we’ve got turkey, green 
beans, mashed potatoes, rolls and 
gravy — pretty much a whole plate.”

The women volunteering for the 
project plan to bake desserts to go 
with the meals, and four workers 
are set to prepare food at Whitt’s on 
Thursday morning.

“We also have several coats that 
have been donated, and we’re going 
to have those available,” Teresa 
Neal said. “There are also gloves, 
and we’re looking to give every-
one a pair of new clean socks and a 
goodie back with things like peanut 
butter, crackers and toothbrushes.”

The Neals hope to learn from 
the experience so they can contin-
ue hosting the event each year and 
reach more people in the commu-
nity.
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—  TURKEY FOR 200 —

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Community works to feed, clothe 
homeless on Thanksgiving Day 

CORNHOLE 
TOURNAMENT

Photos by Ethan Steinquest - Lebanon Democrat

Maggie Tegos, at right, puts her game face on during a cornhole tournament Tuesday at the Lebanon Senior Citizens Center. Coleman 
Walker is in the background.

Above: Twenty-four competitors entered the tournament, which 
offered a free lunch ticket as the grand prize, and teams could be spot-

ted cheering for their friends and family between their rounds. From 
left are Rick Heronemus, Fred Morgan, Shelby Morgan, Bob Stapleton, 

Jeri Craft and Kathy Scott.

Right: Joe Thomas takes aim at the cornhole board while Valerie 
Heronemus prepares to line up her shot. 

Last week, another Fill the Bus 
event helped Wilson County Schools 
meet the needs of many underprivi-
leged students and their families.

Fill the Bus is a semi-annual event 
jointly organized by Mt. Juliet’s Fam-
ily Resource Center and the Kiwanis 
Club of Mt. Juliet. It’s entirely volun-
teer based, tasking volunteers with 
manning the front of the Mt. Juliet 
Walmart near Providence Mall to 
ask customers as they enter and 
leave the Walmart to donate needed 
items to the underprivileged chil-
dren and families of Wilson County 
Schools, particularly with a focus on 
Mt. Juliet.

Lebanon has a Family Resource 
Center as well, which cooperates 
closely with that of Mt. Juliet, and 
Fill the Bus is one of several events 
intended to meet these needs for stu-
dents countywide. Wilson County  
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County’s Fill 
the Bus event 
gets resources 

for kids in need
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Kiwanis club leads effort

Michelle Argento doesn’t con-
sider herself particularly organized 
— she describes herself as “Type 
B.” But when it comes to Christmas 
shopping, she’s focused, efficient 
and disciplined.

How focused? She was done with 
her holiday shopping in mid-October.

Friday is the official kickoff of the 
holiday shopping season and this 
year’s late celebration of Thanksgiv-
ing means there will be six fewer 
days than last year between Black 
Friday and Christmas. That fact 
prompted stores to offer discounts 
very early, particularly as more con-
sumers make their holiday purchas-
es online.

But for Argento and early birds 
like her, the Black Friday kickoff is 
irrelevant.

For the past five years, Argento, 
who lives in Bradley, Ill., and has a  
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With shopping 
season kicking off, 
some find ways to 

avoid crush
BY CORILYN SHROPSHIRE

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

EDITOR’S 

NOTE
Because of 

Thanksgiving, 

the Democrat 

is publishing 

today instead 

of Thursday. 

I, and our 

entire staff, 

wish you 

a happy 

Thanksgiving.

— Mike 

Alexieff, 

editor and 

publisher
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