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BY CHRISTOPHER RUGABER
AP ECONOMICS WRITER

WASHINGTON — Defying 
fears of another slowdown, 
U.S. businesses kept hiring at a 
solid pace in October yet there 
are signs they remain cautious 
about the economy’s future as 
the pandemic worsens.

The Labor Depar tment 
said Friday that employers 
added 638,000 jobs and the 
unemployment rate tumbled 
a full percentage point to 6.9%, 
extending what has been 
a faster recovery than many 
economists expected in the 
spring.

But the pace of hiring isn’t 

robust enough to rapidly soak 
up the millions of Americans 
who were thrown out of work 
by the pandemic recession.

The job gains were little 
changed from September’s 
672,000 and less than half 
August’s 1.5 million. But the 
increase was stronger than it 
appears: It was held down by 
the loss of about 150,000 tem-
porary Census jobs. Exclud-
ing governments at all levels, 
private businesses added a 
healthy 906,000 jobs. That fig-
ure has held steady for three 
months.

Overall, the latest jobs report 
suggests the tentative recovery 
remains intact, for now, and 
that the economy is continuing 
to adapt to the pandemic.

Hiring increases but signs  
of caution as virus worsens 

Unemployment 
rate falls to 6.9%

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Three Forks Community Park 
in Watertown is back with brand-
new playground equipment, and 
families are welcoming its return.

COVID-19 guidelines had kept 
the park closed for months, even 
as its playground was renovat-
ed over the summer. Leadership 
Wilson spearheaded the project 
to replace aged equipment that 
had become a safety concern for 
parents.

Three Forks Park back in action
Community 

playground reopens 
with new equipment 

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Lyla and Elliot Hoger try out the new playground equipment at Three Forks Community Park in Watertown, 
which opened back up to the public on Oct. 27.

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Three Forks Community Park’s new playground, installed over the sum-
mer, replaces equipment that was more than 30 years old and had 
caused safety concerns among parents.

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST 

@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Speedway Industrial Park 
has now leased all its exist-
ing buildings and continues to 
develop into an economic hub 
for Wilson County.

Cold Chain Technologies, a 
thermal packaging company, 
is the latest business to invest 
in the location and started its 
operations this month. It joins 
Amazon, FedEx and GEO-
DIS at the growing develop-

ment and expects to employ 
262 workers once it reaches 
capacity.

“If we build it, they’ll come,” 
Wilson County Joint Econom-
ic and Community Develop-
ment Board Executive Direc-
tor G.C. Hixson said during 
the body’s meeting Wednes-
day. “That’s been what we’re 
doing … we’re 2 million 
square feet out there now, 2.2. 
That’s good for our taxes.”

Speedway Industrial 
Park shaping up to be 
an economic driver

Cold Chain Technologies becomes 
latest business to lease on property 

BY JONATHAN LEMIRE,                   
ZEKE MILLER, JILL COLVIN                       

AND WILL WEISSERT 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Democrat 
Joe Biden was on the cusp of 
winning the presidency on Fri-
day as he opened up narrow 
leads over President Donald 
Trump in the critical battle-

grounds of Georgia and Penn-
sylvania.

Those put Biden in a stronger 
position to capture the 270 Elec-
toral College votes needed to 
take the White House. The win-
ner will lead a country facing a 
historic set of challenges, includ-
ing a surging pandemic and deep 
political polarization.

The focus on Pennsylvania, 
where Biden led Trump by more 
than 9,000 votes, and Georgia, 
where Biden led by more than 
1,500, came as Americans entered 
a third full day after the election 

without knowing who will lead 
them for the next four years. The 
prolonged process added to the 
anxiety of a nation whose racial 
and cultural divides were inflamed 
during the heated campaign.

Biden was at his home in 
Wilmington, Delaware, as the 
vote count continued and aides 
said he was to address the nation 
Friday night. Trump largely 
remained in the White House 
residence as more results trick-
led in, expanding Biden’s lead in 
must-win Pennsylvania. In the 
West Wing, televisions remained 

tuned to the news amid trappings 
of normalcy, as reporters lined up 
for coronavirus tests and outdoor 
crews worked on the North Lawn 
on a mild, muggy fall day.

Trump’s campaign, meanwhile, 
was quiet — a dramatic dif fer-
ence from the day before, when 
it held a morning conference call 
projecting confidence and held a 
flurry of hastily arranged press 
conferences announcing litiga-
tion in key states.

With his pathway to reelec-
tion appearing to greatly narrow, 
Trump was testing how far he 

could go in using the trappings of 
presidential power to undermine 
confidence in the vote.

On Thursday, he advanced 
unsupported accusations of voter 
fraud to falsely argue that his rival 
was trying to seize power in an 
extraordinary effort by a sitting 
American president to sow doubt 
about the democratic process.

“This is a case when they are 
trying to steal an election, they 
are trying to rig an election,” 
Trump said from the podium of 
the White House briefing room.

Biden on the cusp of election victory
As counts continue, 
Trump falls behind 

in key states
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“Lebanon is my home and where I’ve raised my
children. It makes me very proud to bring life-saving
therapies to the newly diagnosed in my hometown.
While Lebanon and Wilson County are experiencing great

growth, our community will always have a small town heart

and neighborly feel. Tennessee Oncology delivers the most

advanced therapies and support services to cancer patients

where they live and work, close to family and home.

It would be a privilege to be a part of your care team.”

James D. Peyton, M.D.

Learn more here: tnoncology.com
oneoncology.com |

tnoncology.com

1.877.TENNONC

CARING FOR CANCER PATIENTS IS A PRIVILEGE
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