
4-H Livestock Group and 
Future Farmers of America 
raised around $3,000 at a spa-
ghetti dinner fundraiser on 
Tuesday evening.

The fundraiser ran from 
4:30-8 p.m. at the James E. 
Ward Agriculture Center on 
Tuesday evening and had a 
great turn out.

“We were happy with the 
turnout and the amount raised,” 
said Morgan Beaty, the event 
organizer and a 4H Livestock 
Group agent. “We’ve already 
raised around $3,000 and we 
still have funds coming in.”

Many of the FFA and 4-H 
students were in attendance 
to help take payments at the 
door or serve the food. Grace 
Powell, a junior at Watertown 
High School, spoke highly 
of her experiences with the 
organizations.

“I’m a four th-generation 
shepherd on our family farm 
and my dad was very involved 
with 4H when I was growing 
up. When I got into high school 

I jumped at the chance to be 
in FFA,” Powell said. “This 
fundraiser benefits me by help-
ing me fund entry fees for com-
petitions. When I don’t have to 

spend money on entry fees I 
can put more into my farm and 
supplies.”
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SPORTS
Lebanon must beat Rossview 

to make the playoffs. B175 cents

The Mt. Juliet City Commission 
unanimously approved the devel-
opment plan for Project Sam on 
Monday, consenting to a 3.6 mil-
lion-square-foot facility on Golden 
Bear Gateway at its junction with 
East Division Street.

Two weeks after a workshop 
commissioners themselves said 
was scarcely productive, they 
deliberated for hours about 
details on which they still had yet 
to agree, chief among which was 
the scope of road improvements 
to be made on East Division.

This particular sticking point 
nearly went unresolved as the 
board was prepared to vote on all 
its proposed amendments to the 
plan before Vice Mayor James 
Maness recommended they break 
for 10 minutes to give develop-
ers time to confer with their cli-
ent, who many have speculated is 
Amazon.

While that break stretched to 
more than an hour, developers 
eventually returned to the floor to 
consent to paying $7 million for 
said improvements with the guar-
antee that, should costs exceed 
this, the city would cover the 
remainder. The start of construc-
tion was said by Public Works 
Director Andy Barlow to be slat-
ed for two years after the 60-foot 
right-of-way is acquired on East 
Division.

Other issues debated in the 
meeting not only by commission-
ers but also by citizens present at 
town hall were the traffic impact 
and the height of the building. 
The mayor and commissioners 
were concerned about the degree 
to which traffic would increase 
on not only East Division but also 
Lebanon Road, which narrows to  
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Mt. Juliet 
approves 

Project Sam 
despite 

concerns
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The city of Lebanon’s Sports 
Complex Committee received 
a $35.9 million cost estimate 

for a potential athletic park on 
U.S. 231 South at its meeting 
held Tuesday.

According to Mayor Bernie 
Ash, the city has not yet commit-
ted to the project and is taking 
a week to review both design 
concepts and revenue estimates 
presented at the meeting.

“Sports Facilities Advisory 
says the market will support 12 
baseball and eight soccer fields,” 

Steve Fritts, the vice president 
of Barge Design Solutions and 
a consultant for the project, said. 
“The best opportunities for tour-
nament play (are with) the base-
ball and softball fields because of 
the soccer complex in Murfrees-
boro, where they’ve staked their 
claim to that sport.”

Drawing travel teams into 
Lebanon for tournament play 
is the project’s main goal, but 

the city’s vision also includes a 
walking trail, pavilions, a play-
ground and other features that 
would allow it to ser ve as a 
general purpose park.

SFA estimated the project, if 
built, would bring in $498,710 
in its first year and increase to 
$780,333 in its fifth. However, 
total operating expenses are  
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Sports complex project 
estimated at $35.9 million
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City to weigh 
data before 

making decision
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Grace Powell, Avery Lamerson and Parker Cowan collect money at the door of the 4-H Livestock Group 
spaghetti dinner on Tuesday evening.

4-H Livestock Group raises 
$3,000 at spaghetti dinner

BY GEORGIA GALLAGHER
GGALLAGHER@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Money helps 
agriculture’s 

next generation

Safety is always a concern for 
parents as their children gear up 
for Halloween night, and Wilson 
County’s officials are on the job 
to keep the evening filled with 

treats, not tricks. Meanwhile, 
the city of Lebanon has moved 
its Halloween on the Square 
because of the forecast rain and 
cold temperatures.

The event will be held at the 
First Baptist Church gymnasium, 

227 E. Main St. The time, 5 to 
8:30 p.m. remains the same and 
there will be candy stations and 
hot dogs grilled by public safety. 
The city of Lebanon and The Leb-
anon Wilson County Chamber of 
Commerce appreciates our part-

nership with First Baptist Church 
to make this event possible.

There are no official hours set 
for trick-or-treating in any of Wil-
son County’s cities, but the Mt. 
Juliet Police Department recom-
mends the festivities take place 
from 5 to 9 p.m.

Water town is also hosting 
community events within those 

hours, so families can pick their 
preference.

For those more interested in 
traditional door-to-door candy 
hunting, the city of Lebanon’s 
Debbie Jessen said that no city 
ordinances impact trick-or-
treating.

SEE HALLOWEEN/PAGE A6

IT’S HALLOWEEN
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Weather prompts Lebanon to move event inside

Huge warehouse 
facility to be on 

Golden Bear Gateway
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