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The warehouse o f 
Joseph’s  Storehouse 
Food Ministr y bustled 
Monday with volunteers 
either packing boxes 
with food or breaking 
them down to recycle. 
The volunteers are pre-
paring for another food 
giveaway set for Thurs-
day and Saturday.

Willene Diebold is a 
volunteer who process-
es all new people to the 
ministry there to collect 
food. She said there is a 
strict regimen they have 
to adhere to in order for 
things to run smoothly.

“We have to have a 
picture ID and proof of 
address,” said Diebold. 
“We cover four counties, 
Wilson, Smith, DeKalb 
and Trousdale.”

Diebold said they have 

had travelers come for 
food as well and they are 
never turned away.

“Even if they don’t 
have the ID and address 
information we give them 
what we call one time 
only emergency food,” 
Diebold said. “We are 
here for emergency situ-
ations.”

Almost all of the volun-
teers at the ministry have 
a backstor y as to how 
they came to show up 
and do the work. Charlie 
Schiavone moved south 
years ago from New Jer-
sey and said his is a long 
story but a special one.

“Way back I was living 
in an ef ficiency apar t-
ment and this one Satur-
day morning this truck 
pulled in. They brought 
us Thanksgiving break-
fast and of fered for us 
to come up here and get 
food,” said Schiavone. 
“When they knocked on 
my door I was sitting on 
my bed with a gun in my 
hand.”

BY RIMA AUSTIN
RAUSTIN@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

It’s twice for Blue Moon BBQ 
owner Tom Ferrell, as he has 
taken over the restaurant he 
bought 10 years ago but then sold.

Ferrell initially bought Blue 
Moon in 2010, but in 2012 sold it 
to his brother-in-law Todd Beaird.

“I had it for two years and then 
he bought it in 2012,” said Ferrell. 
“He has had it seven years and 
then he passed away kind of sud-
den in December.”

Ferrell said Beaird did a good 

Blue Moon Barbecue has new 
owner but remains in the family

Ferrell settles  
back in an old role

Rima Austin • Lebanon Democrat

Blue Moon Barbecue owner Tom Ferrell, left, watches Friday night as Gen-
eral Manager Aaron Phelps prepares meat for Saturday’s menu.

BY JEREMY ROEBUCK
THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

The U.S. Supreme Court 
will review a federal judge’s 
decision last year to block 
new Trump administration 
rules that would have let 
almost any employer deny 
female workers no-cost 
birth control coverage by 
citing religious and moral 
objections.

In an order late Fri-
day, the justices said they 
would consider an appeal 
from White House law-
yers, who lost a previous 
bid to overturn a nation-
wide injunction imposed 
by U.S. District Judge 
Wendy Beetlestone in Jan-
uary 2019.

The case marks the 

third time this small but 
hotly contested por tion 
of the former President 
Obama’s signature health 
care law has drawn high 
court scrutiny. But it is the 
first time that the court’s 
new majority of Republican 
appointees — including 
Justices Neil Gorsuch and 
Brett Kavanaugh — will 
hear a contraception case.

At issue now is a Trump 
administration push in 
2017 to expand exemp-
tions to the Af fordable 
Care Act’s “birth control 
mandate” with new regu-
lations that would allow all 
but publicly traded com-
panies, including private 

Supreme Court to weigh 
challenge to efforts to roll 

back birth control mandate
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Neither wind nor rain 
could stop Wilson Coun-
ty’s annual Martin Luther 
King Jr. Celebration, as 
dozens took to the streets 
by motorcade for a unity 
march on Saturday.

Participants traveled a 
short route through the 
city ending at the historic 
Pickett Chapel, and joined 
together for brunch and 
a program at Pickett 
Rucker United Methodist 
Church.

“I grew up in this com-
munity … I’ll never forget 
everything that went on 
during that time,” Ray-
mond Burns, the program 
speaker and pastor of 

Baird’s Grove Mission-
ary Baptist Church, said. 
“I came in at the ver y 
end of the racial injustice 

that was going on, and I 
thank God for my parents 
who raised us to honor 
and respect ever y race  

and nationality.”
Burns recalled high 

school summer programs 
that helped build relation-
ships between students in 
the wake of integration, 
and the impact of Market 
Street as a hub for the 
black community. How-
ever, he added that the 
segregationist attitudes of 
the 1960s should not be 
viewed as a thing of the 
past.

“No matter what any-
one says, don’t be fooled, 
because our young peo-
ple need to know,” he 
said. “Even though we’re 
supposed to be in a better 
place, Martin Luther King 
did it in a way to involve 

Community joins to  
honor MLK’s life, legacy

Wilson County Black History Committee hosts annual celebration

By Ethan Steinquest//esteinquest@lebanondemocrat.com/

Community members gather for brunch at Pickett Rucker United Methodist Church on Saturday as part of the Wilson 
County Black History Committee’s annual Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration.
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Volunteers prepare for 
another food giveaway 
at Joseph’s Storehouse
Free food feeds 
families across 
four counties

By Rima Austin/raustin@lebanondemocrat.com

Jimmie Bennett, from left, Nancy Canfield, Cookie Can-
field and Robert Canfield Sr. pack boxes of food Mon-
day morning in preparation for the food giveaway 
Thursday and Saturday at Joseph’s Storehouse Food 
Ministry.

SEE GIVEAWAY/PAGE A6

By Ethan Steinquest//esteinquest@lebanondemocrat.com/

Students from Scholar Drum Academy perform at Pickett 
Rucker United Methodist Church on Saturday during the 
Wilson County Black History Committee’s annual Martin 
Luther King Jr. Celebration.
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