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Longtime Wilson Coun-
ty Schools Deputy Director 
Mickey Hall is retiring effec-
tive Dec. 31.

“I made a decision to retire,” 
Hall said Friday. “I have some 
things, some opportunities, 
I’m working on.” He added 
that he would have no fur-

ther comment until after the 
district next board meeting, 
which is Monday.

T h e  r e t i r e m e n t  w a s 
announced to  the 
board on Thursday by 
WCS Director Donna 
Wright. Through WCS 
spokesman Bart Barker, 
Wright declined to com-
ment on Hall’s retire-
ment. Barker said she 
would make a statement 
at Monday’s meeting.

Board Chairman Lar r y 
Tomlinson said Friday that 
Hall will be missed.

“I hate to see Mickey go,” 
Tomlinson said. “He’s been very 
valuable to the district.”

Hall oversees the district’s 
budget and construction 
projects, as well as other 
duties. Barker said 
Wright would take over 
Hall’s responsibilities 
while a search is under-
way for his replacement.

Tomlinson said Hall 
is one of the top school 
finance experts in the 

state and is “highly respected 
in the field.” Hall has also over-
seen the construction of several 

campuses. That has saved the 
district “a bunch of money,” 
Tomlinson said, because the dis-
trict has not had to hire project 
managers.

For the past nine months, 
Hall has been the district’s point 
person on negotiations over the 
insurance settlement for the two 
schools destroyed or heavily 
damaged by the March 3 torna-
do. Those negotiations are ongo-
ing, and Tomlinson said Wright 
is up to speed and capable of tak-
ing over for Hall.

Wilson County Schools’ Hall to retire
Deputy director will 

be missed, board 
chairman says

Mickey Hall

FOUR MORE SCHOOLS  
GOING TO REMOTE LEARNING

Wilson County Schools announced 

Friday four more schools would go to 

remote learning beginning Monday 

because of absences caused by the 

COVID-19 pandemic — Carroll Oakland 

(K-8), Southside (K-8), Springdale 

Elementary and Stoner Creek Elementary. 

With Christmas break starting Dec. 21, 

that means those students will not return 

to their campuses until Jan. 5. They join 

Mt. Juliet and Wilson Central high schools 

on remote.
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Rick Bell is officially Leba-
non’s 54th mayor after being 
sworn into the position on 
Wednesday.

The former Cumberland 
University professor won a 
four-way race with 50.9% of 
the vote in November. Now he 
plans to move forward with a 
“First 100 Days” plan focused 
on three areas he emphasized 
on the campaign trail.

“It is important that we 
work quickly to establish 
plans for the future of Leb-
anon,” Bell said in a news 
release from the city. “Over 
the past few weeks, I have 
met with the department 
heads and have identified 
three areas that need imme-
diate attention. First, we must 
manage the budget better 
and look for cuts. Second, we 
need to implement a plan for 
growth management. Third, 
we need to create a strategy to 
attract restaurants and other 
amenities.”

Bell begins ‘First 100 Days’ plan
Councilors 

Carmack, Burton, 
Bryan sworn in 
alongside mayor 

Above: Lebanon Mayor Rick Bell 
takes the oath of office during a 
swearing-in ceremony held 
Wednesday at Lebanon City Hall. 
Left: Outgoing mayor Bernie Ash 
delivers remarks during Lebanon 
Mayor Rick Bell’s swearing-in cer-
emony on Wednesday.

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 
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The Wilson County Joint Economic 
and Community Development Board 
has seen a changing business landscape 
over the course of the year of COVID-
19, and the latest trend could be solar 
energy.

“There’s a great interest in a couple 
of renewable things,” JECDB Execu-
tive Director G.C. Hixson said during 
the body’s meeting Thursday. “A lot of 
interest in solar projects, solar farms 
… they’ve got to be sor t of close to 
the major transmission lines or substa-
tions.”

According to the JECDB’s activity 
report from November, there are two 
companies considering Wilson Coun-
ty for potential solar farms. Some other 
emerging trends are also reflected in 
projects the county is working to bring in.

“As you’re looking at trends, again, 
data centers, solar projects, food pro-
cessing and cold storage,” Hixson said. 
“Whether that has to do with the nation-
al economy, it probably does a little bit, 
but those are what I’m hearing from the 
construction companies and people that 
are working on projects.”

Solar farms 
signal interest 

in county 
Food processing, cold storage 

projects also searching for sites 
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Holidays are extremely difficult 
for those who have lost a loved 
one, and few people know the feel-
ing better than April Armstrong.

The Lebanon resident’s broth-
er Darrell Sloan was murdered 
during a home robbery in the 
Statesville community 11 years 
ago at the age of 38. He was 
among many homicide victims 

honored during the 18th annual 
Tennessee Season to Remember, 
held virtually from First Baptist 
Church Nashville on Thursday.

“The empty-chaired holidays, 
family gatherings and all the 

things he misses out on in his 
daughter’s life,” Armstrong said 
during her keynote address at 
the event. “He will never get to 
walk her down the aisle, he’ll 
never be a grandfather. Even 
though he may no longer be 
here with us on this earth, he 
forever lives in our hearts, and 

no one can take that from us.”
Armstrong remembers her 

brother for always saying hello 
and goodbye with a peace sign, 
his signature tight hugs and his 
passion for music, softball and 
classic cars.

‘Empty-chaired holidays’: Lebanon woman keeps slain brother’s memory alive 
Armstrong headlines 18th annual Tennessee Season to Remember
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“I always wanted to come back home to raise
my family and practice in Middle Tennessee.
I’m very fortunate to be able to share my time with patients

at Tennessee Oncology Lebanon and Nashville Midtown.

Our access to predictive analytics from vast clinical data

and the most advanced therapies and care at each

patient-centered clinic improves outcome,

conveniently close to home.

Caring for cancer patients is a privilege.”

Stephen M. Schleicher, M.D., MBA

Learn more here: tnoncology.com
oneoncology.com |

tnoncology.com

1.877.TENNONC

CARING FOR CANCER PATIENTS IS A PRIVILEGE
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