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The Lebanon City Council 
remains divided on rezoning 
more than 200 acres of property 
on Tater Peeler Road and Cains-
ville Road from residential to 
industrial ahead of a first reading 
vote set for Tuesday.

At its meeting in May, The 
Lebanon Planning Commission 
voted 6-2 against the rezoning 
because of the number of near-
by homes and uncertainties sur-

rounding what business would 
locate there.

Lebanon Mayor Bernie Ash 
and the members of the council 
each weighed in during a debate 
lasting more than an hour at a 
work session Thursday, though 
Ward 6 Councilor Jeni Lind 
Brinkman was absent.

“All we are voting on is annex-
ation and rezoning, we’re not 
saying OK to whatever comes 
there,” Ward 3 Councilor Camille 
Burdine, who also serves on the 

planning commission, said. “I 
do think that this is going to be 
a positive thing, especially with 
some road improvements. This 
might even get Copart going a 
dif ferent direction, I think it 
could be a real benefit to the city 
where the city isn’t having to pay 
a whole lot of money for some-
thing like this.”

Joe McKnight, a realtor rep-
resenting the project develop-
er, previously told the council 
a facility would likely represent 

logistics or big box distribution 
and require road improvements 
in the area. He estimated Leba-
non would see $90,000 in annual 
property taxes from an industrial 
facility on the property.

Citizens and officials opposed 
to the rezoning are primarily con-
cerned about the road condition, 
decreased property values and 
any potential disruption from 
construction work.

“I’ve been out there and talk-
ed to a lot of the residents that 
live out there,” Ward 2 Councilor 

City council remains divided 
on Tater Peeler Road rezoning
Businesses continue eyeing property for industrial use
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NASHVILLE — Just a few weeks 
ago, Tennessee looked like a sure 
bet to become the latest state to 
protect businesses and other orga-
nizations from lawsuits by people 
impacted by the coronavirus in the 
push to reopen the economy. Repub-
lican Gov. Bill Lee had talked up the 
change and touted his advocacy on 
tort reform as a businessman, and 
he had GOP lawmakers in super-
majorities lined up to seal the deal.

That was before negotiations 
among lawmakers broke down so 
badly in the hectic waning hours 
of legislative work that the general-
ly mild-mannered Senate Speaker 
Randy McNally accused two House 
leaders of working with “a cabal of 
Democrats and attorneys to defeat 
the legislation and place our entire 
economy in danger.”

The failure by Republicans in 
control of both the Legislature and 
the governor’s office to pass a law 
demonstrates how challenging it 
is to navigate the complex legal 
waters of reopening. The debate 
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Water town’s city square 
transformed into a squirt gun 
battleground for children and 
adults alike during its July 4 
parade, as float riders head-
ed down Main Street trading 
shots with bystanders.

The scene is part of a long-
standing community tradition 
that continued this year despite 
initial concerns about COVID-
19.

“We’ve all been under the 
wire with COVID,” organizer 
Deena Dowd said. “This event 
was open air, and people could 

stay in their yards or with peo-
ple they’re already in contact 
with daily. We had at least and t 
20 floats, so this year was small 
compared to the one before, 
but I expected it to be a lot 
smaller.”

Dowd had originally planned 
to take the year off from plan-
ning the event, but she decid-
ed to stay involved because of 
civil unrest in communities like 
Nashville related to George 
Floyd’s death.

“The r iots  have rea l ly 
bothered me, so my protest 
against the riots was to have 
the parade,” she said. “We met 
with the Chamber of Com-
merce and the city and decided 
to have it lead into the city’s 
fireworks show, and the city of 
Watertown and the Chamber 
split the cost of the fireworks.”

Local preschool student M.J. 
Harris headed up the parade as 
grand marshal, which helped 
him have a fun weekend with 
family before his surger y 
to remove a brain tumor on 
Wednesday. His group trav-
eled the route in a superhe-
ro-themed float with some help 
from Batman.

“M.J. loved it, even though 
he did get a little scared once 
we got to the square with the 
water coming from both sides,” 
M.J.’s mother Lacee Harris 
said. “We all had a great time, 
and having the parade during a 
time like this shows everybody 
can still come together and 

have fun with everything going 
on in the world right now.”

City officials, local business-
es and student groups also 
joined in, and dozens lined the 
parade route with water guns 
and buckets at the ready.

“We’ve done this every year 
going back at least five years,” 
Vickie Vaughn of General Sign 
Services said. “We’ve attend-
ed for over 10 years, but we 
used to be on the sidelines. 
We mix up our float a little bit 
each year, and we like to make 
it fun by waiting 15 minutes 
before we leave and filling our  

Watertown lives up to its name with squirt gun parade
Community cools 

off before city 
fireworks display 
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immunity 
proposal 
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The Lebanon City Council is 
facing a lawsuit alleging the body 
violated the Open Meetings Act by 
holding a closed legal meeting on 
Feb. 27 without an attorney pres-
ent.

Resident Lorrie Hicks’ lawsuit, 
filed recently in Wilson County 
Chancery Court, also alleges the 
city violated public records law by 
not providing minutes for the coun-
cil’s Jan. 2 and Feb. 18 meetings.

Hicks previously settled a claim 
with the city last year alleging 
Ward 3 Councilor Camille Burdine 
violated the Open Meetings Act by 
discussing a zoning item via email. 

Lebanon facing 
second open 

meetings lawsuit 
since 2019

Filing also alleges 
violations of public 

records law, city charter 
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Deena Dowd had originally planned to take the year off 
from planning the event, but she decided to stay involved 
because of civil unrest in communities like Nashville 
related to George Floyd’s death.
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