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SPORTS 
Watertown volleyball cruises 

through Region A-4 tournament. B175 cents

The Lebanon City Council 
heard a presentation at Tuesday 
night’s work session about a traf-
fic signal project that seeks to 
improve traffic flow throughout 
the city.

The project, which will update 
22 of the 58 existing traffic signals 
in the city limits, was presented 
by Kristen Rice, the transportation 
and traffic engineer for the city 

of Lebanon. These 22 signals are 
located along Cumberland (U.S. 
231) and High (U.S. 70) streets.

“This is a great project for our 
city,” Rice said. “It will include new 
signal controllers and will put the 
lights back in sync to help lighten 
traffic flow.”

Rice explained that the signal 
controllers are like watches, which 
often get off by a second or two.

“Everyone’s watch is going to 
read a slightly different time, off 

by seconds or sometimes even a 
few minutes,” Rice said. “This hap-
pens with signal controllers too, 
and when they’re out of sync that’s 
when traffic gets bad.”

The city has also grown sig-
nificantly since the last time the 
signals were changed. Rice said 
that because population changes 
impact traffic in a city, the timers 
on the signal controllers need to 
be changed with the population.

“The Federal Highway Com-
mission recommends signal  
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Changes to traffic signals may be coming
BY GEORGIA GALLAGHER

GGALLAGHER@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Goal to improve flow on Lebanon streets

Photo courtesy of Kristen Rice • City of Lebanon 

This traffic control room in Brentwood is the model for the control 
room Lebanon hopes to have within the next few years. 

The Lebanon Senior Citizens Center is 
celebrating its 40th anniversary this month.

The center opened in 1979 on South Hat-
ton Avenue but moved to their current loca-
tion at 670 Coles Ferry Pike in 1989.

Goldie Fuqua, who has been coming to 
the center for at least 10 years, said she 
loves the sense of community at the center.

“I love just being with people, playing 
games and making people feel happy,” 
Fuqua said. “My husband passed away 
recently, but I still have all of my friends 
here.”

Patti Watts, who has been the director 
of the center for 16 years, said many of the 
members find a feeling of belonging at the 
center when they lose their spouse or when 
they’re lonely.

“This is their family, this is their support 

system,” Watts said. “People are here for 

eight hours a day, every weekday so they 

form great friendships.”

The center offers lunch to their mem-

bers every week day, as well as programs  
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Lebanon Senior Citizens Center celebrates 40 years

BY GEORGIA GALLAGHER
GGALLAGHER@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Members value 
feeling of community

Photos by Georgia Gallagher • Lebanon Democrat

Dona Dickson, Stella Johnson and Goldie Fuqua play a game of marbles at the Lebanon Senior Citizens Center after lunch on Tuesday after-
noon. The three women said they have all recently lost their husbands and continue to come to the center for friendship and support. 

Mike Dobson and Elisha Pruit enjoy a game of cards after lunch on Tuesday. 

The warden at CoreCivic’s Harts-
ville prison briefly addressed the 
August assault that left a staff mem-
ber seriously injured during last 
week’s meeting of the Prison Over-
sight Committee.

Russell Washburn told commit-
tee members an investigation by 
the Tennessee Department of Cor-
rections is ongoing and offered few 
details when asked about the inci-
dent by Commissioner Dwight Jew-
ell.

In the Aug. 30 incident, an inmate 
reportedly stabbed an employee 
multiple times and sexually assaulted  
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Hartsville prison’s 
warden mum on 
details of assault

BY CHRIS GREGORY
MANAGING EDITOR

Washburn tells committee 
staffer lost sight in one eye

WASHINGTON — Welcome to 
the top, Elizabeth Warren.

That was a central message of 
the presidential Democratic debate 
Tuesday, when the Massachusetts 
senator’s rivals peppered her with 
hostile questions and blunt chal-
lenges to her policies on health care, 
taxes and more.

The debate was the first to be 
held since Warren moved into the 
lead of many national and early-state 
polls, challenging Joe Biden’s status 
as front-runner, and she drew fire 
that she had largely escaped in ear-
lier rounds.

The spotlight illuminated both 
her strengths and vulnerabilities:  
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Rivals in Democratic 
debate make clear 
they see Warren as 

front-runner
BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Seated (L-R) Clark McKinney, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director &

Embalmer; David Brooks, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer.

Standing (L-R) Wayne Foster & Claudean Bissinger, Funeral Assistants*;

Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)
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