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SPORTS
Wilson Central battles 

LaVergne on the gridiron. B175 cents

The 10th Annual Taste of Wil-
son County will be held at the 
Wilson County Expo Center on 
Oct. 24 from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

“The money from this event 
goes to our teachers,” said Mela-
nie Minter, president of the Leb-
anon Wilson County Chamber of 
Commerce. “This event is really 
important to our community so 
we can continue to provide our 
teachers with grants.”

Taste of Wilson County is the 
primar y education fundraiser 
done by the chamber.

“As of 2018, Taste of Wilson 
County has funded 516 teach-
er grants,” Minter said. “We’ve 
given out more than $229,000.”

There will be over 60 ven-
dors present, including res-
taurants and boutiques from 
around Wilson County.

The Kid Zone will include 
face paint ing,  animal  bal -
loons, and crafts. The Battle of 
the Mascots dance of f will be 
emceed by Mac Griffin, owner 
and operator of In Any Sound 
Productions.

Wilson County Mayor Randal 
Hutto, Lebanon Mayor Bernie 
Ash, LSSD Director of Schools 
Scott Benson and a representa-
tive from Wilson County Schools 
will be facing off in the Grill-Off 
Challenge.

Returning to Taste of Wil-
son County for the second 
year is the Culinary Challenge 
with Lebanon High School and 
Wilson Central High School 
students facing off. Kason Les-
ter, Nick Beres from Channel 
5 News, and community food 
enthusiast Brad Major will be 
judging the winner.

The night will end with the 
pie-eating contest and musical 
entertainment.

10th annual 
Taste of Wilson 
County coming

BY GEORGIA GALLAGHER
GGALLAGHER@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Wilson County Educa-
tion and Budget committees 
voted in favor of Wilson County 
Schools reallocating $1.3 million 

from Gladeville Middle School 
to West Wilson Middle School.

The $1.3 million excess is 
from a project to add conces-
sion stands, restrooms and 
locker rooms near the sports 
fields at Gladeville. Now that 

those facilit ies are nearly 
finished, West Wilson is the 
only middle school in Wilson 
County without comparable 
facilities.

“We have funds left over so 
now that we’re close to done 
with Gladeville we’re asking 
to reallocate these funds,” 
said Mickey Hall, the deputy 
director of schools for Wilson 
County Schools.

Many in the district and 

on the education committee 
feel that it is unfair to student-
athletes at West Wilson to not 
have these facilities.

“What we’re trying to do is 
bring this facility up to equal, 
or at least close to equal, to the 
other schools,” said Wendell 
Marlowe, District 22 county 
commissioner.

Wilson County Schools  

SEE SPORTS/PAGE A3

County panel OKs $1.3M for 
West Wilson sports facilities

BY GEORGIA GALLAGHER
GGALLAGHER@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Goal to bring school up to 
par with others in district

Tickets still available; 
event benefits teachers

WASHINGTON — Marie 
Yovanovitch, the former U.S. 
ambassador to Ukraine, told 
lawmakers Friday that Presi-
dent Donald Trump was behind 
the decision to recall her early 
from Kyiv in May based on 

“unfounded and false claims by 
people with clearly questionable 
motives.”

Her comments, which came 
at a closed-door deposition 
on Capitol Hill,  could have 
profound implications for the 
ongoing House impeachment 
inquir y that centers around 
the president’s attempts to get 

Ukraine’s newly elected gov-
ernment to investigate his pos-
sible 2020 political rival, former 
Vice President Joe Biden.

Yovanitch, who is believed 
to still be a State Department 
employee, spoke to lawmakers 
in defiance of the administra-
tion’s declaration that it would 
not be cooperating with the 
impeachment probe.

According to her opening 

statement, which was obtained 
by several news organizations, 
she lamented that the State 
Department has been “hollowed 
out” under Trump, and specu-
lated about why the president’s 
personal lawyer, Rudolph W. 
Giuliani, and others involved in 
Trump’s shadow campaign with 
Ukrainian officials, had pushed 
for her removal.

“I do not know Mr. Giuliani’s 

motives for attacking me,” she 
planned to say, according to the 
opening statement. “But indi-
viduals who have been named 
in the press as contacts of Mr. 
Giuliani may well have believed 
that their personal financial 
ambitions were stymied by 
our anti-corruption policy in 
Ukraine.”

SEE TRUMP/PAGE A3

Former ambassador: Trump recalled her based on ‘false claims’

BY ELI STOKOLS AND  
JENNIFER HABERKORN

LOS ANGELES TIMES

Claims State Department ‘hollowed out’

TICKET INFORMATION
Admission is free for children 

under 5, $8 for children, $25 for 
adults and $15 for teachers. VIP 
Tickets are $35 and offer a seat in 
the VIP area as well as a private 
caterer, adult beverages, and 
music.

Tickets are available at Wilson 
Bank & Trust offices, the Lebanon 
Wilson County Chamber of 
Commerce office, and online at 
www.LebanonWilsonChamber.
com.

For more information, visit 
www.tasteofwilsoncounty.com 
or call (615) 444-5503.

As the Batch and Bushel 
Farmer’s Market wrapped up for 
the season Thursday, vendors 
said they were pleased with the 
turnout and sales this year.

“There have been about 10 to 
15 vendors here every week,” 
said Tony Jenkins, who owns and 
operates 3J Farms in Lafayette.

Jennifer Antone, the owner of 
Jen’s Crumbs, said she’s been 
happy with the sales she’s made 
over the course of the season.

“I’ve been averaging about 10 
sales per week, which I’m happy 
with,” Antone said. “I’ve gained 
some regulars that come every 
week to buy from me.”

Christopher Cox, the owner 
of Split Bean Cof fee Roasting 
and Coffee Shop, said the end 
of the season ended up with less 
turn out.

“The beginning of the sea-
son was really strong,” Cox said. 
“Once school started and the 
weather got really hot, we didn’t 
see as many people coming by. 
Some of the vendors had a hard 
time with the weather, too.”

Bob and Jeanne Moticheck, 
who own and operate Pomona Hill 
Farm in Alexandria agreed that 
the weather affected the turnout.

“Some of the farms struggled 
with the hot weather,” Jeanne 
Moticheck said. “The produce 
didn’t last as long this year 
because of the weather so the 
vendors didn’t always have 
something to sell every week.”

The Batch and Bushel Farm-
er’s Market will reopen in May at 
the Wilson County Fairgrounds.

Farmer’s market closes for the season

BY GEORGIA GALLAGHER
GGALLAGHER@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Photos by Georgia Gallagher • Lebanon Democrat

Bob and Jeanne Moticheck enjoy a laugh at the last Batch and Bushel Farmer’s Market of the season 
on Thursday at the Wilson County Expo Center.

Vendors happy 
with sales; weather 

hurt some

Carter Majors, Teagan Cox, Nadiya Cox and Spencer Wright potato sack race at Split Bean Coffee 
Shop’s tent at the Farmer’s Market.
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