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After more than a year under 
construction, Cedar City Trail’s 
bridge and greenway over Sink-
ing Creek reopened for foot traf-
fic on Friday.

The Tennessee Department of 
Transportation began work on 
the $1.05 million project in Feb-
ruary 2019, and its completion 
effectively extends the walking 
trail at a time when many Leb-
anon residents are using it for 
exercise during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“I got calls almost every day 
from people asking what was 
going on out there, so I’m real-
ly happy it’s opened back up,” 
Lebanon Mayor Bernie Ash 
said. “What happened was they 
were going to just redo the top 
of the bridge, and they saw the 
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Wilson County is an oasis of 
success against COVID-19 at a 
time when the pandemic is caus-
ing mass cross contamination, 
furloughs and layoffs at medical 
facilities nationwide.

Becker’s Hospital Review 
reported as of April 7 that 266 
healthcare systems have fur-
loughed members of their 
respective staffs. Nevertheless, 
both Vanderbilt Wilson Coun-
ty Hospital and TriStar Summit 
Medical Center have managed to 
focus on fighting the pandemic 
without the increasingly common 
personnel challenges.

Brian Marger, CEO of TriStar 

Summit Medical Center on Old 
Hickory Boulevard, said that 
he hasn’t furloughed or laid off 
a single employee throughout 
the course of the pandemic. This 
includes the staff at the Mt. Juliet 
emergency room. Moreover, he 
emphasized how much even his 
main facility, which is located in 
Hermitage, serves Wilson Coun-
ty residents.

TriStar has par tly accom-
plished this by way of what 
they refer to as “pandemic pay,” 
a human resource program 
whereby employees still get paid 
even when there aren’t enough 
patients to necessitate the staff 
they have available. Marger says 
the policy is companywide for 

HCA Healthcare, TriStar’s par-
ent company, and unique in the 
industry.

Vanderbilt Wilson County 
Hospital’s Community Relations 
Director Traci Pope said the hos-
pital, which is not-for-profit, has 
not laid off or furloughed any of 
its staff either. In fact, amid the 
pandemic, they’ve hired an addi-
tional 400 full- and part-time nurs-
es, and she said they aren’t done 
recruiting.

The county’s medical commu-
nity isn’t immune to the financial 
burden the pandemic has inflict-
ed on the industry, however. 
Throughout March and most of 
April, Vanderbilt was negatively 
affected by the fact that Vander-
bilt University Adult Hospital was 
only able to operate at around 
50% capacity.

This impinged on revenues 
that feed Vanderbilt Wilson, and 
at the same time, the facility was 
pinched further by the need to 
forego elective procedures, 
which are among the primary 
revenue generators for hospital 
corporations.

“In general,” Pope said, “a 
full range of scheduled or elec-
tive procedures were halted to 
ensure the safety of our patients.”

Marger said that, nationwide, 
HCA Healthcare’s “volumes 
have been impacted signifi-
cantly, certainly by the execu-
tive orders of the governors 
and stay-at-home orders of, you 
know, the various local govern-
ments — all very important 
but always significant impact to 

Local health care facilities 

buck national virus trend
Vanderbilt, TriStar avoid layoffs
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Phil Baylor was stuck in his 
house for two months and ready 
to hit the road, but although his 
local car show scene had yet to 
restart its engines, a cruise-in at 
the Lebanon Outlet Mall lifted his 
spirits.

The Hendersonville resident 
was among dozens in attendance 
for the Loud -N- Obnoxious Cru-
zers’ latest event on Friday, one 
of the first area car shows since 
restrictions on gatherings began 
lifting.

“I think the cruise-in went very 
well for the second one, especial-
ly with rain in the forecast,” Loud 
-N- Obnoxious Cruzers President 
Tom Loftis said. “We ended up 
with about 110 cars, and I’d like 
to see it grow to 400 or more.”

Loftis plans to continue host-
ing weekly cruise-ins on Friday 
evenings, creating a space for 
the public to check out classic 
cars and spend time with fami-
ly. Attendees can also win door 
prizes, snack on sweet treats and 
help raise money through 50/50 
raffles.

“All our money goes back into 
the community,” Loftis said. “Our 
main goal is to try to help sick 
kids and veterans, and one of our 
big projects right now is raising 
money to fight muscular dystro-
phy … and we know the Lebanon 
Outlet Mall has been hurting for 
business so we’re trying to help 
them by getting people out here.”

Friday’s raffle saw the club’s 
share at around $120, which Lof-
tis said is a normal weekly yield. 
Members are also sponsoring a 

large-scale fundraiser for mus-
cular dystrophy at the Wilson 
County Fairgrounds on June 27, 
in honor of club member Tom 
Bell’s late son Brayden.

Bell said his son’s muscular 
dystrophy diagnosis came as a 

complete shock, especially when 
he heard it was 100% fatal. Now 
he hopes to carry out Brayden’s 
wish to prevent other children 
and families from sharing  

Cruise-in for a cause 
Loud -N- Obnoxious Cruzers rev 
up second season at outlet mall 

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat

Devan Decker shows his grandson, Blayne Wheeler, how his 1970 Dodge Challenger works during the Loud -N- Obnoxious Cruzers’ cruise-
in Friday at the Lebanon Outlet Mall.

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat

Children and families take a break from looking at cars for snow 
cones, cotton candy and a 50/50 raffle.

Cedar City 
Trail bridge 

reopens after 
15 months 
Greenway also 

accessible as repair 
project wraps 
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COVID-19 hasn’t impinged on 
tax revenues as much as anticipat-
ed yet, but Mt. Juliet is bracing for 
it to get darker before dawn.

Mt. Juliet’s tax revenue exceed-
ed expectations in March accord-
ing to Finance Director Dana Hire. 
The quarantine caused most pri-
vate, brick-and-mortar businesses 
to shut down, which considerably 
reduced local consumer spending.

While tax revenue for March 
was indeed down compared to 
March 2019, the difference proved 
to be much smaller than predict-
ed. Overall, the city’s tax revenue 
declined only 2.19% compared to 
last March, which only amounts 
to about $20,000. Mt. Juliet still col-
lected $890,181.69.

“The current expectation is that 
the (revenue) report on April’s col-
lections will be down even more 
with many of the businesses being 
closed in April,” Hire said.

That revenue report comes from 
the state Department of Revenue 
at an approximate, one-month 
delay, meaning that the report filed 
by the DOR on April 20 accounted 
for March. Commissioner Butch 
Eley of the Tennessee Department 
of Finance and Administration 
announced when the reports were 
released that tax revenues beat 
year-to-date projections statewide.

March collections reached $1.2 
billion in total — $71.3 million 
more than was collected for March 
2019 as well as $62.1 million 

Mt. Juliet 
tax revenues 
up in early 
quarantine

Officials expect to see 
drop in April figures
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