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A photo caption on Page A1 on  

Tuesday incorrectly identified 

Jody Aulds. Aulds is Gabby Auld’s 

grandmother.
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Sidewalk construction on West 
Main Street in Lebanon has 
all but paralyzed traf fic during 
peak times of the day, impacting 
businesses and commutes. The 
project was supposed to be done 
on Sept. 15, but a TDOT spokes-
person said it was going to be at 
least another six weeks before 
completion.

Mishael Rocha is the general 
manager of the McDonald’s on 
West Main Street. In a phone call 
Thursday, he said the construc-
tion has negatively impacted his 
business.

“There have been times that the 
entrance has been blocked. Our 
customers have to drive all the 
way around and come through the 
back parking lot,” he said.

Rocha said sales are down as 
customers just aren’t coming in 
at the same rate. He acknowl-
edged that he knows TDOT is 
just doing its job, but said he 
would be relieved when it was 
complete.

McDonalds isn’t the only busi-
ness feeling the ef fects. Kelli 
Johnston, a stylist at New Image 
Hair Studio, 93 Signature Place, 
said on Thursday she was thank-
ful they had a loyal clientele base 

who fight the traffic and conges-
tion to come in. “It still inconve-
nienced them.”

Johnston said that it’s also 
caused employees to be late for 
shifts and clients to be late for 
appointments as they get stuck 
in the long line of vehicles.

She added that she did think it 
was smart of the crews to address 
the subterranean sewer and water 
lines, so that at least they would 
have to tear it all up again if a 
problem with the pipes arose.

The TDOT director of the 
community relations division, 
Beth Emmons, said in an email 

Lebanon’s West Main project prolonged
Sidewalk installation to take another 6 weeks
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Crew members work to install a utility line underneath the site of the 
future sidewalk on the south side of West Main Street in Lebanon on 
Thursday.
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A songwriting retreat hosted in the 
Cedars of Lebanon State Park hasn’t 
just brought some of the best minds 
in the business from Nashville, it 
brought musicians from across the 
country to Wilson County.

Ar tists at the 2021 CedarSong 
Retreat came from as far away as 
Brooklyn, NY, a small village in Alas-
ka and everywhere in between for 
an opportunity to hone their craft.

Meghan Cavanaugh, a singer and 
songwriter from Brooklyn, said she 
wants to move to Nashville in the 
near future, maybe even as soon 
as next year. She’s wasted no time 

immersing herself in the scenery 
either, as she has played two ven-
ues downtown, Alley Taps and Two 
Kegs, since arriving Monday.

“I figured if I was coming to Nash-
ville, I should get the full experi-
ence,” she said.

Karen Lawton is a substitute teach-
er at a K-12 school in a village near 
Prince of Wales Island in Alaska.

Lawton said that she has written 
over 100 songs, but admitted she is 
only proud of about 10 of them. She 
sees room for improvement in her 
timing, and hopes the retreat could 
be just what she needs to fine tune it.

Mike Hebert on the other hand 
hails from Iota, La. He’s also got a 

place in Erin, 40 miles west of Nash-
ville, and spends his time back and 
forth. The guitarist said he’s been 
playing since he was 12.

“I met Sharon (Burgess, CEO of 
CedarSongs Retreat) at a songwrit-
ing event in Nashville,” he said. “She 
wanted us to come last year, but 
COVID prevented it.”

Hebert said he’s recorded three 
albums, but doesn’t want his experience 
to prevent growth from the retreat.

“It’s kind of hard to teach an old 
dog new tricks, but I hope I can take 
something away from it.”

The retreat is open for anyone 
who wants to develop their songwrit-
ing abilities, regardless of genre, or 
instrument.

Songwriters retreat to state park
Workshops draw musicians from across country

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Buddy Mondlock, top center, leads a session on Crafting the Unforgettable Song at the CedarSongs Retreat in the Cedars 
of Lebanon State Park on Friday.
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The Mt. Juliet Planning Commission unani-
mously recommended a site plan review for 
Advanced Orthopaedics & Spine, the first busi-
ness planned for the Legacy Pointe development 
off Golden Bear Gateway.

This mixed-use development will also include 
office, medical, retail, and a hotel on 85 acres. 
Advanced’s plans for its 3.3-acre site include a 
three-story building.

Jessica Gore, principal of Para Design, a local 
civil engineer group and developer for Advance, 
said the company wanted to go for a contempo-
rary design by using Alucobond metal panels.

“We are hoping they use those panels as a 
design choice because it is a good quality material 
and construction practice that will be accepted,” 
said Gore.

AOS’ large portion of the façade is glazing.
Greg Hayden, principal architect for Hayden 

Architecture & Interiors, a Nashville-based archi-
tectural firm and the architects for Advanced, said 
they typically use the Alucobond metal panels as 
accents and are using it a bit more this building.

“They are willing to spend a little bit more 
money and be more image-conscious than some 
of the clients we work for,” said Hayden.

Planning Commission member and District 3 
Commissioner Scott Hefner said that he likes the 
modern design of the building, but also said that 
the commission needs to revisit the commercial 
and industrial materials for the design.

Gore said the building’s 3D rendering will 
match the overall look of this development.

“We don’t want it to be so shiny that it would be 
blinding,” said Gore. “However, this building does 
have a brush nickel look to it.”

She also compared Advanced’s building design 
to the Allergy & Associates of Middle Tennessee 

Contemporary 
design planned 

for Legacy 
Pointe’s tenant

Medical business will be first  
in 85-acre development
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BY ROBERT BURNS
AP NATIONAL SECURITY WRITER

WASHINGTON — The Pen-
tagon retreated from its defense 
of a drone strike that killed mul-
tiple civilians in Afghanistan last 
month, announcing Friday that 
a review revealed that only civil-

ians were killed in the attack, 
not an Islamic State extremist as 
first believed.

“The strike was a tragic mis-
take,” Marine Gen. Frank McK-
enzie, head of U.S. Central Com-
mand, told a Pentagon news con-
ference.

McKenzie apologized for the 
error and said the United States 
is considering making repara-
tion payments to the family of 
the victims. He said the decision 
to strike a white Toyota Corolla 
sedan, after having tracked it for 
about eight hours, was made in 
an “earnest belief” — based on 
a standard of “reasonable cer-
tainty” — that it posed an immi-

nent threat to American forces 
at Kabul airport. The car was 
believed to have been carrying 
explosives in its trunk, he said.

For days after the Aug. 29 
s t r ike ,  Pentagon o f f i c ia l s 
asserted that it had been con-
ducted correctly, despite 10 
civilians being killed, includ-
ing seven children. News orga-
nizations later raised doubts 

about that version of events, 
reporting that the driver of the 
targeted vehicle was a long-
time employee at an American 
humanitarian organization and 
citing an absence of evidence 
to suppor t  the Pentagon’s 
assertion that the vehicle con-
tained explosives.

Deadly U.S. drone strike ‘tragic mistake,’ Pentagon says
Seven children among those killed
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