
Bob Black reflects 

on his time as leader 

of  The Community 

Foundation of  

 Wilson County.  
Page A4

Classifieds B2

Comics B5

Editorial A4

Obituaries A3

Sports B1

Television B4

Joe Hallum, Annie Johns

Page A3

OBITUARIES INSIDE VIEWS. NOW.

 n n

CONNECT WITH US

Connect with us socially. 

Get the e-edition at 

lebanondemocrat.com.

C

lebanondemocrat.com.

n n

LEBANON 
DEMOCRAT

THURSDAY-

FRIDAY
Sept. 3-4, 2020
lebanondemocrat.com

$1

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST 

@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Lebanon City Coun-
cil voted to defer the South 
Har tmann Gateway Over-
lay for the second time in 
two weeks at its meeting 
Tuesday.

Counc i lors  pr ev ious -
ly voted at the body’s Aug. 
20 meeting after hearing 
concerns from citizens that 
prompted Lebanon Mayor 

Bernie Ash’s tiebreaking 
vote to defer. This time, the 
vote was unanimous as coun-
cilors seek revisions to the 
document.

“Commercial real estate, 
retail, just small business in 
general have had to change 
dramatically to be able to sur-
vive in the current economic 
climate that we’re in,” Ward 4 
Councilor Chris Crowell said. 
“And so, one of the things 
that we tried to do over the 

last few days is take another 
look at this plan and try to 
figure out how we can com-
pete as a community, frankly, 
and incentivize businesses, 
retail, restaurants, all the 
things that we want for qual-
ity of life, jobs, property tax 
revenue, sales tax revenue, 
into our community.”

Crowell, who previously 
voted to approve the plan’s 
first reading, said that means 
the city is working on minor 
changes to the overlay for 
the next few weeks.

“It won’t be major, major 
revisions, but some that we 

feel like will strengthen it 
and help businesses that are 
seeking to locate within that 
particular area,” he said.

The South Har tmann 
Gateway Overlay is a design 
guide for development in that 
part of the city, and it can 
be viewed in full at https://
www.lebanontn.org/637/
South -Har tmann -Dr ive - 
Gateway-and-Zoning. Com-
munity feedback has been 
largely positive so far, but 
there are portions that have 
seen pushback.

South Hartmann Gateway Overlay 
deferred twice in two weeks 

City taking second look at business 
incentives before next vote on Sept. 15

BY JOYCE M. ROSENBERG
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — When the 
coronavirus outbreak forced 
cruise lines to cancel trips to 

Alaska, it wiped out Midgi 
Moore’s tour business, leav-
ing her with thousands of 
dollars in deposits to refund.

Moore’s company, Juneau 

Food Tours, didn’t have 
enough cash on hand. So, 
she withdrew $30,000 from 
her retirement account — a 
painful decision for a 56 year 

old starting to look forward 
to the day when she can 
stop working.

“It was a gut punch,” 
Moore says.

Many business owners 
are tapping the money they 
socked into personal savings 

and retirement accounts to 
withstand the pandemic. For 
some, like Moore, there are 
big expenses coming due 
while for others it’s a way 
to offset the losses and stay 
afloat until the virus eases 
its grip.

Owners are trying to keep 
their businesses alive at 
a critical time for the U.S. 
economy. Small business-
es employ nearly half the 
nation’s work force.

Business owners tap into savings to withstand COVID-19 pandemic
Impact felt beyond restaurant and retail industries
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Cier ra  Binkley  loves 
working with her hands so 
much that she sometimes 
goes by “Rosie the Rivet-
er,” and thanks to Wilson 
County Schools’ adult tran-
sition program for people 
with special needs she has 
plenty of projects under 
her belt.

Binkley returned to her 
favorite job site, Recycled 
Granite Nashville, on Tues-
day, and said the work 
has helped her real ize 
she can live independent-
ly. High school graduates 
from across the county are 
involved with the program, 
a par tnership with Cum-
berland University aimed 
at building both work and 
social skills.

“When I get a house and 
stuf f, I can do it on my 
own,” Binkley said. “We do 
wine coolers, flower pots, 
signs, cheese graters, all 

kinds of things. I like using 
the drill because it’s quick-
er and easier.”

Students involved in the 
program spend the school 
year working various job 
sites, from CU itself to busi-
nesses like Culver’s, Hol-
iday Inn and World Wide 
Technology. Wilson Central 
High School’s work-based 
learning students do the 
same, and both groups 
started their year at Recy-
cled Granite.

“It’s good, I have a lot 
of fun with the tools and 
talking to ever yone as 
well,” WCHS senior Nathan 
Harrell said. “After I get 
out, I’ll have a lot of work 
skills.”

Har rell hopes to take 
up photography after high 
school, while other students 
find their calling from work-
ing one of their job sites. 
For each of them, the work 
and social skills they learn 
on-site are invaluable.

‘I can do it on my own:’ Wilson County 
students take charge of their futures

Work programs help learners with 
special needs gain independence 

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Wilson Central High School student Seth Pollard learns how 
to use a screw gun from Recyled Granite Nashville co-manag-
er Steve Lurie.
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The Mt. Juliet Board of Commissioners 
agreed to pay out $225,000 in a settlement 
with local abortion clinic Carafem during its 
latest meeting, ending a legal battle dating 
back to December 2019.

Commissioners previously repealed an 
ordinance that effectively banned surgical 
abortions in the city limits after a federal 
court ruled against it in May, citing a likeli-
hood that it violated due process under the 
14th Amendment.

That ordinance restricted surgical abor-
tions to industrial zones, and originally 
included language that banned them within 
1,000 feet of churches, schools and other 
facilities. It was later amended to 200 feet 
after the American Civil Liberties Union sued 
the city on behalf of Carafem.

“The big picture is that this settlement is 
going to put an end to efforts by Mt. Juliet 
politicians to interfere with abortions for 
political reasons,” Andrew Beck, a senior 
staff attorney with the ACLU’s Reproductive 
Freedom Project, said. “It’s unfortunate they 
had to pay the price they did … hopefully 
that will teach them a lesson on not violating 
folks’ constitutional rights.”

When the ordinance was originally passed 
in March 2019, commissioners indicated 
support for the restriction based on both 
anti-abortion positions and talks with com-
munity members.

“I was disgusted to hear they plan to open 
in my district and my town,” former District 4 
Commissioner Brian Abston said before vot-
ing in favor of the ordinance. “I realize they 
have rights, but my constituents and I don’t 
want it here. I am pro-life so I will take any 
action possible within the law to make sure 
it’s not here.”

Mt. Juliet Mayor Ed Hagerty also told the 
Mt. Juliet News in April that Carafem had 
opened without applying for permits.

“If you live in a subdivision and one of your 
neighbors wants to open up a gas station, 
they can’t do that,” he said. “That would 
infringe on your rights as a property owner. 
We have zoning in our city, and every city, so 
that uses are proper. All we did is what we do 
time to time, is change and modify the zon-
ing ordinance.”

Mt. Juliet settles 
abortion clinic 
zoning lawsuit 

for $225K
Carafem will continue 

offering surgical abortions 
within community 
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Seated (L-R) Clark McKinney, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director &

Embalmer; David Brooks, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer.

Standing (L-R) Wayne Foster & Claudean Bissinger, Funeral Assistants*;

Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)
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