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BY ANDY SHER
CHATTANOOGA TIMES FREE PRESS

NASHVILLE — As Tennessee 
lawmakers trickle back to the 
state Capitol Tuesday to resume 
their session, the primary order 
of business is grappling with a 
projected coronavirus-created 
state revenue shortfall that will 
dictate spending cuts in both 
the current budget and the new 
one taking effect July 1.

But that’s not all the 99 House 
members and 33 senators in 

the GOP-dominated General 
Assembly are wrestling with.

Lt. Gov. Randy McNally, the 
Republican Senate speaker from 
Oak Ridge, and House Speaker 
Cameron Sexton, R-Crossville, 
are divided over the extent of 
personal health-safety protocols 
as well as allowing the public 
into the General Assembly’s 
home in the Cordell Hull Build-
ing and the state Capitol.

Sexton is letting the public 
and lobbyists come under set 

protocols. McNally is not, say-
ing the public can keep up with 
what’s going on via the legisla-
ture’s video streaming site.

The result? The erection of 
barriers between House and 
Senate committee rooms in Cor-
dell Hull and between House 
and Senate chambers in the 
Capitol. Visitors, who will be 
required to undergo tempera-
ture checks and wear state-is-
sued masks, will be allowed on 
the House side but not on the 
Senate side.

“I think it’s going to be very 
awkward,” said Sen. Todd Gar-

denhire, R-Chattanooga, chair-
man of the Hamilton County 
legislative delegation, on how 
he sees the session proceeding.

He noted that more than half 
the Senate members, including 
himself, are over 65 years old. 
“And some of them have some 
medical conditions,” added Gar-
denhire, who said while he’s 
not aware of any health issues 
he might have “I’m not about 
to take extra chances” on any 
front, and he plans to sleep 
in his of fice instead of a hotel 
while in Nashville.

Rep. Yusuf Hakeem, R-Chat-

tanooga, said he favors the Sen-
ate’s plan, adding the House 
plan “not only puts the legisla-
tors at risk but the public also. I 
know what I’m going to do. I’m 
going to have on a mask and 
gloves.”

In a statement last week, Sex-
ton said the House is “taking 
necessary precautions and safe-
ty measures to ensure the safe-
ty of our members and staff as 
best as we can. Our intent is for 
public interactions and partici-
pation in the building.”

Host of issues await as lawmakers return
State revenue shortfall tops the agenda

BY LAURA KING
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — Celebrat-
ing Memorial Day, Americans 
flocked to beaches and parks, 
with many ignoring disease pre-
cautions even as the nation’s 
coronavir us-related deaths 
approached 100,000.

As public health exper ts 
made a fresh round of appeals 
for physical distancing and face 
coverings, President Trump 
and first lady Melania Trump 
paid tribute to fallen soldiers on 
Memorial Day by participating 
in a wreath-laying ceremony 
at the Tomb of the Unknowns 
at Arlington National Ceme-
tery, which has been closed to 

Photos by Mike Alexieff/Lebanon Democrat

American Legion Post 15 Commander Pete Norman tells the crowd at the Wilson County Veterans Museum in Lebanon about fellow heli-
copter pilot Capt. Ed Freeman, who was awarded the Medal of Honor for repeatedly flying into a battle zone to assist ground troops and 
evacuate the injured in 1965 during the Vietnam War. Norman served three tours as a helicopter pilot in Vietnam. He now owns Uncle 
Pete’s Truck Stop in Lebanon.

FOR THEIR SACRIFICE

Veterans salute as taps is played during the flag ceremony 
Monday at the Wilson County Veterans Museum in Lebanon.

Solemn ceremony 
marks Memorial Day
Wilson County residents turned out Monday morn-

ing for a Memorial Day wreath-laying and salute orga-
nized by American Legion Post 15 at the Wilson County 
Veterans Museum in Lebanon. Pete Norman, com-
mander of the post, said he was pleased with the turn-
out — about 100 people — considering the coronavirus 
pandemic. “I’m tickled to death,” Norman said. “Nor-
mally we’d have three times this many, but this is fan-
tastic considering.” Those in attendance ranged from 
veterans from Mt. Juliet to children bearing American 
flags. “One thing I can say about Wilson County, it’s 
always been behind its veterans 100%,” Norman said.

Americans 
flock to the 
outdoors 

for holiday

BY BLOOMBERG NEWS

The United States should give 
up its “wishful thinking” of chang-
ing China, Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi said, warning that some in 
America were pushing relations to 
a “new Cold War.”

“China has no intention to 
change the U.S., nor to mention 
replace the U.S. It is also wishful 
thinking for the U.S. to change 
China,” Wang said Sunday during 
his annual news briefing on the 
sidelines of National People’s Con-
gress meetings in Beijing.

The U.S.-China relationship has 
worsened dramatically in the past 
few months as America became 
one of the countries worst hit by 

Beijing  
urges U.S. to  
drop ‘wishful 
thinking’ of 

changing China
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Seated (L-R) Clark McKinney, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director &

Embalmer; David Brooks, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer.

Standing (L-R) Wayne Foster & Claudean Bissinger, Funeral Assistants*;

Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)
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