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With the Wilson County Commission 
unlikely to raise taxes, the Wilson County 
Schools Board of Education approved a 
tentative budget Thursday that restores 
many proposed cuts but requires help 
from the commission and changes sched-
uling at the high schools.

The WCS plan, presented by Deputy 
Director of Schools Mickey Hall, saves 

the jobs of 95 teacher assistants, restores 
stipends to athletic and academic coach-
es and mentors, and preserves the adult 
high school and GED program. What it 
does not save is 41 teaching positions. But, 
no currently employed teachers will lose 
their jobs under the plan, as the need for 
41 additional teachers goes away with the 
scheduling change at the high schools.

The board was presented a budget May 
9 that, to make up a $10.3 million short-
fall, eliminated all of the above and also 
any new textbooks. After considering and 
discussing the proposal for three hours 
Saturday and another three hours Tues-
day, the board told Hall and Director of 

Schools Donna Wright that it could not 
accept it.

So Hall and Wright came back Thursday 
with a proposal that was approved 5-2, 
with board members Wayne McNeese and 
Kimberly McGee voting against it.

Hall said eliminating the need for the 41 
additional teachers saves $2.6 million and 
makes the deficit $7.7 million. Wright said 
that, even with the new Green Hill High 
School opening in August, the switch from 
a four-by-four block schedule to an AB 
yearlong schedule means fewer teachers 
will be needed.

For years, Wilson County high school 
students have taken four classes the first 

half of the year and then four different 
classes the second half. Under the AB 
schedule, students will still be able to take 
eight classes, but they will be all year, 
with four meeting Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays and four meeting Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, alternating. The middle 
schools already use the AB system, board 
member Mike Gwaltney pointed out.

The administration also recommend-
ed delaying the planned purchase of new 
English Language Arts textbooks for a 
year. That will save $1.2 million, bringing 
the shortfall down to $6.5 million.

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The city of Lebanon’s budget 
process began Thursday, with 
significant cuts on the table for 
the public safety and radio sys-
tems funds as large-scale projects 

wrap up.
Lebanon Police Chief Mike 

Justice presented a public safe-
ty budget down $4.96 million, 
reflecting the completion of the 
new police facility expected to 
open in June, while Lebanon Fire 

Chief Chris Dowell’s radio sys-
tems fund is down $4.76 million 
because of upgraded communica-
tion equipment.

With those expenses no lon-
ger included, both department 
heads are asking the Lebanon 

City Council to approve increases 
to salaries, benefits and more for 
their employees.

“We had some discussions 
about currently, our dispatch-
ers, our communication folks are 
about $3 an hour under some 
folks around us,” Justice said. 
“We really need to adjust that … 
we’ve been challenged on some 

pay issues concerning the poli-
cy that we have around promo-
tions, and I presented a plan to 
the Merit Review Board on how 
to fix those. “

Justice said a large one-time 
pay adjustment implemented in 
2016 led to a non-equitable policy 

Latest school budget avoids need for tax hike
But board asks county 

for millions in assistance

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST 

@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The W ilson County 
Health Department plans 
to test every resident and 
staf fer at local long-term 
care facilities for COVID-
19 this month, as the state 
continues to release weekly 
cluster data.

As of Friday, Elmcroft of 
Lebanon remains the only 
county facility on the report 
with 35 confirmed cases 
and six deaths. Any facil-
ities with lone or uncon-
firmed cases are not listed.

“Over the next two 
weeks, before the end of 
May, all of the nursing 
home residents and staf f 
and all of the assisted liv-
ing residents and staf f 
are going to be tested 
for COVID,” Hearthside 
Senior Living Executive 
Director Sean Dozier said 
during a health care round-
table hosted by the Leba-
non Wilson Chamber of 
Commerce on Thursday. 
“The testing is there, and 
we look forward to doing 
that. We’re going to be 
doing that at Hearthside on 
Monday.”

The W ilson County 
Health Depar tment also 
of fers free testing daily 

from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and is 
now providing masks, with 
individuals asked to call 
before arriving.

“I would say we’re prob-
ably testing anywhere 
between upper 300 to 400 
a week or so,” Wilson 
County Health Depar t-
ment Director Tim Dif f-
enderfer said. “Also, we 
have received since the 
governor’s order about the 
masks … we have an ade-
quate supply to hand out 
to folks within our com-
munity. The masks are for 
Tennessee residents, and if 
anyone would like a mask, 
it’s a drive-through. We’re 
out here Monday through 
Friday during our regular 
office hours to disperse the 
masks.”

Public safety, fire budgets down nearly $5M after large-scale projects
Department heads seeking employee raises as city starts budget talks 

BY KRISTEN                
JORDAN SHAMUS
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

The U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention has issued 
a health advisory, urg-
ing doctors to watch for 
symptoms of a newly 
identified inflammatory 
syndrome that’s been 
associated with corona-
virus in children.

Many of the symp-
toms of this new disor-
der — called pediatric 
multi-inflammatory syn-
drome — mimic Kawa-
saki disease, and include 
fever, rash, cracked lips, 
red, ir ritated eyes, a 
bright red tongue, swol-
len lymph nodes, and 
swelling or peeling of 
the skin on the hands 
and feet.

But while Kawasa-
ki disease is typically 
seen in young children 

up to age 6, older kids 
and teens appear to be 
developing this new con-
dition.

It has some different 
symptoms, too. Some 
children also have gas-
trointestinal pain, diar-
r hea  and vomit ing, 
which are not typically 
seen in those who have 
Kawasaki disease, said 
Dr. Rudolph Valentini, a 
pediatric nephrologist 
who also is the Detroit 
Medical Center’s Group 
Chief Medical Officer.

The syndrome can be 
life-threatening because 
it also can lead to inflam-
mation of the heart, he 
said. Kids can become 
critically ill.

About  two  dozen 
Michigan children are 
believed to have devel-
oped this inflammato-
ry syndrome. Many of 
those treated at Chil-
dren’s Hospital of Mich-
igan have needed ven-
tilators and the support 
of an artificial heart and 
lung machine called 
ECMO, according to 
Valentini.

CDC urges doctors 
to watch for new 

pediatric syndrome
It’s linked to 
coronavirus, 

condition  
can be fatal

COVID-19 testing ramps up across Wilson County 
Long-term care 
facilities to test 
all residents, 

staffers by June

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat

Residents at Pavilion Senior Living in Lebanon greet their loved ones during a drive-by 
parade on Friday.

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Participants in the parade add flavor to the proceedings as 
they pass by with signs, balloons and even music.

LATEST NUMBERS
Wilson County COVID-19 cases totaled 316, with 

eight deaths, as of Friday, according to the Tennessee 

Department of Health. Statewide, cases are 16,970, up from 

16,699 Thursday. Deaths totaled 290, up from 287.
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Seated (L-R) Clark McKinney, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director &

Embalmer; David Brooks, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer.

Standing (L-R) Wayne Foster & Claudean Bissinger, Funeral Assistants*;

Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)
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