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Sports.
Devilettes, fans devastated 

as tourney is canceled. B1

BY ELI STOKOLS                    
AND NOAH BIERMAN

LOS ANGELES TIMES

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Donald Trump invoked 
emergency powers Friday, 
declaring a national emer-
gency over the coronavirus 
outbreak, which will allow 
more federal aid to flow to 
states and municipalities.

“I am officially declaring 
a national emergency,” the 
president said during a news 
conference in the Rose Gar-
den. “No resources will be 
spared, nothing whatsoever.”

Trump, who had been 
under mounting pressure 
from Democrats to make 

such a declaration in order 
to free up some $40 billion 
in federal money for states, 
began by listing the actions 
he had already taken in 
response to the epidemic, 
but then pivoted.

“We’re doing a tremen-
dous job,” he said. “Now 
we’re in a different phase.”

Trump urged states to 
immediately set up emer-
gency operations cen-
ters and vowed to “vastly 
increase and accelerate our 
capacity to test” for the virus, 
addressing an issue that 
has become a serious logis-
tical and political liability in 
recent days. He trotted out 

a series of business execu-
tives who worked with the 
White House to set up a new 
testing system that will allow 
the U.S. to establish “drive-
through” testing centers 
similar to those currently in 
use in South Korea.

But he reiterated sever-
al times that not everyone 
should take the test and 
again sought to calm public 
fears about the pandemic.

“We don’t want every-
body taking this test,” 
Trump said. “It’s total-
ly unnecessary, and this  
will pass.”

The announcement came 
an hour after House Speaker 

Nancy Pelosi partially pre-
empted Trump by making 
a public statement from the 
Capitol, outlining legislation 
she has negotiated largely 
with Treasury Secretary 
Steven T. Mnuchin that, she 
said, would ensure that coro-
navirus testing is free for all 
Americans, including the 
uninsured.

“We can only defeat this 
outbreak if we have an accu-
rate determination of its 
scale and scope,” said Pelosi, 
D-Calif.

House Democrats vowed 
to vote Friday on their  

BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
MALEXIEFF@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Already disrupted by the deadly tornado of March 3, 
life in Wilson County got more complicated as both pub-
lic school districts announced they would be closed next 
week.

And Friday, the Tennessee Department Health 
announced the state has 26 confirmed coronavirus cases, 
up from 18 on Thursday and nine on Wednesday. None 
of the cases are in Wilson County, but 19 of the cases are 
in Davidson and Williamson counties.

“Due to rapid and widespread concerns involving 
Coronavirus (COVID-19), it’s in the best interest of both 
Wilson County Schools & Lebanon Special School Dis-
trict to cancel all classes, activities and programs for the 

National emergency declared over virus
President vows to ‘vastly’ increase testing Coronavirus threat closes 

schools in Wilson County

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

As the tornado response effort 
moves firmly into the relief phase, 
local faith leaders are taking point 
through the Recover Lebanon 
2020 committee.

The group is now working to 
connect volunteers with survivors 
and meet individual needs, with 
its next meeting scheduled for 
6:30 p.m. Thursday at Immanuel 
Baptist Church.

“We have a full network of vol-
unteers,” Angela Kubic, one of 
the committee’s co-leads and a 
member of Launchpoint Church, 
said. “Our main function is to be 
an ear for people who were affect-
ed by the tornado, and we work 
to collect basic information as we 
talk with them so we can meet 
their needs.”

Approximately 20 volunteers 
attended the committee’s first 
meeting to speak with victims, 
and resources will be distributed 
as need through partner organiza-
tions like the Community Founda-
tion of Middle Tennessee and the 
Salvation Army.

“When we first became aware 
of a need, John Grant with Com-
passionate Hands called a meet-
ing with numerous churches in 
the community,” Kubic said. “We 
wanted to help people without 
duplicating effort, and realized we 
needed a strong communication 
process and management.”

Churches 
take on 

tornado relief

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Since Wilson County was struck 
by a tornado on March 3, commu-
nities from across Tennessee have 
pitched in to help — including 
Hancock County, despite having 
one of the state’s highest poverty 
rates at nearly 30%.

Hancock County Rescue Squad 
Commander Tony Seal led a col-
lection drive in partnership with 
the local sheriff’s office, and the 
group drove a semi truck filled 
with supplies to Friendship Chris-

tian School on Thursday.
“We know a lot of people in Wil-

son County who come up and help 
our families in times of need, and 
we wanted to repay them for it,” 
Seal said. “Once we heard about 
the tornado on TV the rescue 
squad and sheriff’s department 
opened up to the public, and 
thanks to word of mouth and Face-
book local people started bringing 
in donations.”

The truck was filled with 
everything from cleaning sup-
plies and food to children’s toys  

and toothpaste.
Some of the goods went to 

families on Tater Peeler Road 
on Thursday to help with storm 
evacuation efforts, and Friendship 
Christian School plans to distribute 
the rest based on need in the com-
ing weeks.

“From what I’ve gathered in the 
last week, a lot of the immediate 
needs from families have been 
taken care of,” FCS biology teach-
er Greg Armstrong said. “So our 
plan as a school is to take the next 
few months to go out and assess 

individual needs in our communi-
ties before we distribute.”

Armstrong and some of his stu-
dents already had a connection to 
Hancock County through mission-
ary work, so they met with Seal’s 
group to help unload the truck.

“Friendship has been involved in 
that ministry for the last 10 years,” 
Armstrong said. “We thought it 
was important for our students that 
we not only reach out globally but 
to help out in our own state. We 

Hancock County repays outreach with supplies

Volunteers 
unload tor-
nado relief 
supplies sent 
from Han-
cock County 
at Friendship 
Christian 
School on 
Thursday. 
From left, 
Hancock 
County Res-
cue Squad 
Commander 
Tony Seal, 
FCS senior 
Nathan Man-
grum and 
Eddie Collins 
of Sneed-
ville.
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Hip and Knee Pain Seminar
Seminar will cover Non-surgical and Surgical options

Thu r s d ay Ma r ch 19 12 : 0 0 p .m . to 1 : 0 0 p .m .

S p a c e i s l i m i t e d , s o r e s e r v e y o u r s p o t :

Va n d e r b i l tW i l s o n C o u n t yH o s p i t a l . c om o r (6 1 5 ) 4 4 3 -2 5 6 0 | 1 4 1 1 W. B a d d o u r P k w y .

E n t e r t h r o u g h t h e O u t p a t i e n t C e n t e r E n t r a n c e

Due to increased precautions to keep our patients, staff and community safe,
VanderbiltWilson County Hospital

is canceling the Hip and Knee Pain Seminar
scheduled forMarch 19, 2020.
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