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BY CHANDLER INIONS
CINIONS@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Wilson County’s education 
and budget committees voted 
to approve the county school 
district’s proposed budget and 
needs list during a combined 

meeting Monday night at the 
county courthouse.

Next, the budget moves to 
advance through for approval 
from the entire county commis-
sion. This will take place over the 
next month as the county pre-
pares its upcoming budget.

For now, the status quo 
school budget is safe, with its 
latest update on Monday. In 
fact, according to Wilson Coun-
ty Schools Finance Director 

Michael Smith, the budget for 
fiscal year 2021-22 will actual-
ly be lower than the previous 
year’s budget, by an estimated 
dif ference in excess of $2 mil-
lion.

This approving vote by the 
committees also pushed the 
school districts’ needs assess-
ment list to the next stage for 
approval which will be discussed 
next month as well.

Some items of note on the 

needs list were staff raises. Smith 
projected this would require  
$1.5 million. Other items request-
ed include roof replacement 
for county schools and several 
upgrades to heating and cooling 
systems on the county campuses.

The total for the roof replace-
ments is expected to cost about 
$7 million over the next four 
years. Meanwhile, the heating 
and air upgrades would be done 
over five years.

Wilson County Director of 
Schools Donna Wright and 
Smith also explained the need for 
upgrades to the school districts’ 
vehicular fleet. In some cases, the 
odometers on these vehicles read 
over 300,000 miles according to 
Wright.

The next budget committee 
meeting will be on June 1 in the 
commission courtroom of the 
Wilson County Courthouse, 228 
E. Main St., Lebanon at 6 p.m.

WCS budget passes through committees phase
Proposal will go 
before county 

commission in June

BY CHANDLER INIONS
CINIONS@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

As relationships around the 
country between law enforce-
ment and citizens remains in 
a word, strained, a couple con-
cerned Wilson Countians sat 
down with local officials Tues-
day to discuss how to mend that 
relationship.

In a table talk event called Cre-
ating Trust Between Us, Reisha 
Kidd, a Wilson County native, 
and Xavier Purdy, a transplant to 
the area, hosted Mt. Juliet Police 
Chief James Hambrick and the 
Wilson County Sheriff’s Office 
Public Information Officer Scott 
Moore. The event was streamed 
live on Facebook so that those 

unable to attend the event in the 
park amphitheater behind the 
Mt. Juliet Police Department 
could still ask the officials ques-
tions.

Kidd and Purdy represent 
local groups called Peace, Love, 
Justice Mt. Juliet and the Wilson 
County chapter of Rho Kappa 
Kappa in Lebanon. Both have 
worked in the past with regional 
Black Lives Matter chapters. For 
this roundtable discussion, they 
identified three core compo-
nents to address with Hambrick 
and Moore; acknowledgement, 
accountability and action.

As Kidd sees it, until the ini-
tial acknowledgement that yes 
there are issues with the cur-

rent system is made by law 
enforcement, moving onto the 
next steps is essentially impossi-
ble. “You can’t fix a problem you 
won’t admit you have.”

Hambrick and Kidd’s collab-
oration goes back over a year, 
when both participated in a Black 
Lives Matter event last year orga-
nized by Kidd and at which Ham-
brick was a guest speaker.

The Mt. Juliet Police Depart-
ment was also involved with the 
protest by providing an escort 
during the walk. At the walk, 
Hambrick said, “There’s still 
work to do, even here in Mt. 
Juliet.”

“As your police chief here, I’m 
just telling you what Mt. Juliet 

is about. We’re about equality, 
we’re about justice, we’re against 
police brutality in all forms.”

Hambrick drew a contrast 
between protest and destruc-
tion, urging against the latter 
as it draws attention away, and 
reduces the impact of your nar-
rative.

“It’s not rocket science, we 
just have to love and respect 
one another,” he said back in 
2020. “And if we want to see real 
change and demonstrate real 
actions, and I’ve said it before, 
real actions will not happen 
without a changed mind and a 
changed heart.”

TALKING IT OUT

County law enforcement sits down with 
community activists for roundtable discussion

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Hosts of the Creating Trust Between Us Table Talk Event, Reisha Kidd, from left, and Xavier Purdy address Mt. Juliet Police Chief James Ham-
brick and Wilson County Sheriff’s Office Public Information Officer Scott Moore on Tuesday at the amphitheater in Charlie Daniels Park behind 
the Mt. Juliet Police Department. The event was open to the public and streamed online so that viewers from home could submit questions.

BY ZEKE MILLER AND                  
AAMER MADHANI 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — President 
Joe Biden on Wednesday asked 
U.S. intelligence of ficials to 
“redouble” their efforts to investi-
gate the origins of the COVID-19 
pandemic, including the unlikely 
possibility that the origins of the 
virus trace to Chinese lab.

After months of minimizing 
the possibility as a fringe the-
or y, the Biden administration 
is responding both to domes-

tic and geopolitical concerns 
about putt ing pressure on 
China to be transparent about 
the outbreak.

Republicans, including for-
mer President Donald Trump, 
have promoted the theory that 
the virus emerged from a lab-
orator y accident, rather than 
naturally through human con-
tact with an infected animal.

Biden in a statement said 
the majority of the intelligence 
community had “coalesced” 
around those two likely scenar-

ios but “do not believe there is 
sufficient information to assess 
one to be more likely than the 
other.” He revealed that two 
of the 18 intelligence agencies 
lean toward the animal link and 
“one leans more toward” the 
lab theory, adding, “each with 
low or moderate confidence.”

Biden directed U.S. nation-
al laboratories to assist with 
the investigation and called on 
China to cooperate with inter-
national probes into the origins 
of the pandemic.

“The United States will also 
keep working with like-mind-
ed partners around the world 
to press China to par ticipate 
in a ful l ,  transparent,  evi -
dence -based  in ter nat iona l 
investigation and to provide 
access to all relevant data and 
evidence,” he said.

White House press secre-
tar y Jen Psaki said Tuesday 
that the White House supports 
a new World Health Organiza-
tion investigation in China, but 
added it “would require China 

finally stepping up and allow-
ing access needed to determine 
the origins.”

Biden, for his part, held out 
the possibility that a firm con-
clusion may never be known, 
given the Chinese gover n-
ment’s refusal to fully cooper-
ate with international investi-
gations.

“The failure to get our inspec-
tors on the ground in those 
early months will always ham-
per any investigation into the 
origin of COVID-19,” he added.

Biden asks U.S. intelligence officials to investigate COVID-19 origin

BY MIGUEL DETILLIER
FOR THE MT. JULIET NEWS

The Mt.  Jul iet  Board of 
Commissioners unanimously 
deferred on lowering the ratio 
of food to beer sales Monday.

The current ratio is $1 in 
wholesale beer purchases to 
$5 in food sales and applies to 
businesses with an on-premis-
es beer sales permit.

The board planned to amend 
the policy with a new ratio of 
$1 for beer sales to $2.50 for 
food purchases. In addition, 
the revised ordinance elimi-
nates the suspension and revo-
cation of beer permits for busi-
nesses that violate the ratio by 
selling more beer than permit-
ted.

However, the commission 
deferred their vote on these 
changes for their following 
meeting on June 14.

District 4 Commissioner Jen-
nifer Milele, who was against 
changing the 5:1 ratio, sug-
gested the def feral to allow 
more time to study this and 
other beer-related policies.

Vice Mayor Ray Justice, the 
bill’s co-sponsor, said the cur-
rent ratio will in place for for 
restaurants and a 50/50 ratio 
for enter tainment venues and 
amusement ser vices will be 
amended into the bill.

The latter ratio would have 
50% of gross revenue for these 
establishments to 50% of their 
food and beer purchases.

Justice listed such venues 
from bowling alleys to billiard 
parlors to movie theaters.

Mt. Juliet 
continues 
to debate 
beer sales
Vote on reducing required 

food sales deferred
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