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As predicted by Director Jeff Luttrell 
on Tuesday, Wilson County Schools 
announced Friday that it would be 
closed until after Labor Day.

“I know this is a hardship on every-
body,” Luttrell said in a phone interview 
Friday. “This was not an easy decision.”

The number of COVID-19 cases and 
absences as a result of close contacts 
with positive individuals continue to 
drive student, staff and teacher absenc-
es with the trend lines all going in the 
wrong direction.

Attendance districtwide as of Thurs-
day was 85%, Luttrell said, and nine 
schools were below that level. As of 

Wednesday night, the district had 
recorded 684 positive COVID cases 
since school started. The district only 
had 1,300 cases all of last year. This year, 
4,174 students have been ID’d as close 
contacts. That compares to 5,863 all of 
last year.

“I cannot deny the fact that cases are 
continuing to rise,” Luttrell said, adding 
that he’s hoping the shutdown works. 
“It’s is the only tool I have in my tool-
box.”

On Friday, 208 teachers and staff were 
absent, he said, compared with a typical 
number of 90 to 95. The district had 

96 unfilled classroom positions, mostly 
teachers, for which certified substitutes 
could not be found. Thir ty-three bus 
routes were down Friday.

“Principals are indicating an inability 
to staff classrooms,” he said.

There will be no remote instruction or 
learning expectations while school is out, 
the district said. But, it is not canceling 
extracurricular activities, so sports and 
other activities will continue outside of 
normal school hours, a decision Luttrell 
acknowledged will be criticized.
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The restoration of Lebanon’s 
historic Pickett Chapel contin-
ues, and the Wilson County 
Black Histor y Committee is 
inviting anyone interested to 
an open house today to come 

celebrate the church’s 155-year 
anniversary.

Committee Chairman Mary 
Harris said Thursday that the 
event will showcase the reno-
vations made to the chapel as 
well as several cherished mem-
oirs reflecting its past.

The two-hour event starts at 
4 p.m. and will feature several 
guest speakers prominent in the 
local community. It is free, but 
donations for the restoration of 
the original building are wel-
come. Those speakers include 
Gratia Stother, Conference 

Archivist for the Tennessee Unit-
ed Methodist Conference, Pas-
tor Grace Zimindi, Seays Chap-
el UMC, Phillip and Shannon 
Hodge, Lebanon First UMC, 
Linda Collier, Bethlehem UMC.

Wilson County Schools shutting down
Absenteeism, staffing issues prompt 
decision; LSSD to return Monday

Anniversary celebration held at Pickett Chapel

Tours, guest speakers highlight the Lebanon church’s historic past

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Wilson County Black History Committee Chairmen Mary Harris and her husband Harry Harris, prepare a poster board inside the Historic 
Pickett Chapel in Lebanon on Thursday for the anniversary celebration. The event, which begins today at 4 p.m. at the chapel, 209 E. Mar-
ket St., will feature guest speakers and guided tour on renovation updates.
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MT. JULIET NEWS

The Mt.  Jul iet  Board of 
Commissioners will be meet-
ing with Wilson County Mayor 
Randall Hutto on Monday to 
discuss the relocation of ambu-
lances from the Mt. Juliet fire 
stations on Belinda Parkway 
and East Hill Drive to two new 
Wilson Emergency Manage-
ment Agency stations on Cen-
tral Pike and Clemmons Road.

Last December, the Wilson 
County Commission approved 
the relocation as par t of a  
$43.5 million bond alongside 
the expansion of the Wilson 
County Jail.

The new WEMA stations will 
be under construction in the 
coming months and operation-
al in about a year.

Mt. Juliet decided to sepa-
rate from WEMA and work on 
a par tnership with a private 
ambulance company a month 
later.

Mt. Juliet, 
county  

to discuss 
ambulance 

service
New WEMA 
stations mean 
move for EMS
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A Lebanon-based clinical psychother-
apist, Dr. Dawn-Elise Snipes has just 
crossed a major milestone on her You-
Tube channel, 100,000 subscribers, but 
that may just be the tip of the iceberg.

Snipes describes herself as a disrup-
tor, someone who’s helped turn the 
continuing education industry for coun-
selors, social workers, nurses and case 
managers into a system that opens doors 
instead of putting up barriers.

Snipes provides a service to counsel-
ors and others seeking information about 
mental health research. Her YouTube 
channel is called AllCEUs Counseling 
Education and offers free in-depth integra-

tive video lectures for health and behavior-
al health professionals as well as the gen-
eral public to learn about mental health 
issues and the mind-body connection.

For Snipes, the calling stems from 
what she sees as an “ethical responsibil-
ity,” to ensure affordable, effective and 
free education materials for clinicians 
and to enhance the health and mental 
health literacy of the general public. She 
identified this need after obser ving a 
noticeable lack of content that translat-
ed research to practical useful tools for 
enhancing mental health and addressing 
issues like addiction, depression, anxiety 
and trauma, she said.

Local clinical psychotherapist turns into YouTube sensation
Snipes recently reached 100K subscribers on her channel Dr. Dawn-

Elise Snipes 
preps for a 
livestream 
Q and A 
about posi-
tive parent-
ing in her 
Lebanon 
office on 
Thursday.
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