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Cumberland’s Woody Hunt receives 

distinguished American award. B1

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

A 240-unit apartment complex 
in the Lebanon Marketplace devel-
opment is set to begin construc-
tion early next month, with the first 
units projected to be available by 
December.

The Lebanon Planning Com-
mission approved the location in 
March 2019, with final staff approv-
al granted in December 2019. SR 
Residential Partners LLC is cur-
rently securing building permits.

“I think having an apartment 
complex at that location is going to 
be a good thing for the city,” Leb-
anon Mayor Bernie Ash said. “It 
won’t affect single-family homes, 
it’s a good location and I think it’s 
going to bring retail in. It’s a win-
win situation for Lebanon.”

SR Residential partner Ben 
Schaedle said units will have one to 
three bedrooms and several ame-
nities. Pricing estimates are not yet 
available.

Apartment 
units headed  
to Lebanon 
Marketplace

First openings 
expected by December 

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Lebanon City Council dis-
cussed a potential sewer system 
extension aimed at boosting eco-
nomic development at its work 
session on Thursday.

If approved and sent out for 
bids, the project would extend 
sewer access along South Hart-

mann Drive’s corridor south of 
Interstate 40. Commissioner of 
Public Works Jeff Baines expects 
the price tag would come in 
around $700,000.

“It definitely is a high profile 
area,” Lebanon Economic Devel-
opment Director Sarah Haston 
said. “We’ve seen in the most 
recent years that development 
come through. We’ve seen the 
new hotels, the new medical 
plaza, Bojangles … the buildings 
that are coming in are nice quali-
ty, and we have a lot of third-par-
ty people asking about this area 
right now.”

According to Haston, the rea-

son some companies are turn-
ing away from that location is a 
lack of sewer access. She expects 
an extension to spur economic 
growth and eventually offset the 
cost through water, gas and tax 
revenue.

Funding for the project, if 
approved, is likely to come from 
the city’s enterprise fund as part 
of next year’s budget.

“The only drawback to that 
area is the airport overlay zones,” 
Baines said. “That’s going to con-
trol some height things, but other 
than that it’s prime property.”

Members of the council were 
supportive of the proposal, which 

is slated for a first reading vote 
during the body’s meeting Tues-
day.

“The city does not own prop-
erty, so it’s not like we can make 
somebody sell it or buy it, but 
what we can do as a city is get 
some of these zones ready,” 
Ward 3 Councilor Camille Bur-
dine said. “I think it’s a great 
opportunity to bring in business 
and show that we are trying to 
promote people to come here by 
having sites ready for them.”

Ward 4 Councilor Chris Crow-
ell said there is a level of risk on 

City eyes $700K sewer 
expansion to drive economy 

Project would 
expand access 
along South 

Hartmann Drive 

BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
MALEXIEFF@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Casting ballots will be a lot 
more convenient for Wilson 
County voters Tuesday, as they 
will be able to vote at any of the 
18 voting centers, rather than 
having to go to a specific poll-
ing place.

“If you work in Nashville, you 
can stop in Mt. Juliet on your 
way home and vote there,” 
said Wilson County Elections 
Administrator Phillip Warren. 
“This makes it a whole lot 
more convenient.”

Tuesday’s election could be 
considered three in one, as 
there is the presidential pref-
erence primar y, the county 
Republican primar y, and the 
sales tax increase referendum.

Turnout could be high, based 
on the number of early voters. 
Warren said that 11,106 people 
cast ballots during early vot-
ing, which ended Feb. 25. That 
is significantly higher than 
the 8,610 who cast ballots four 
years ago.

Polls will be open from 7 a.m. 

BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
MALEXIEFF@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

They come for the stimulation. 
They come for the conversation. 
They come for the dancing and 
they come for the art.

They all come to the Leba-
non-Wilson County Public Library 
every week for Lapsit: Nursery 
Rhymes.

“He has learned motor skills, 
clapping and dancing,” said Han-
nah Petty of her 8-month-old son 
Sam. “And he like to eat the cray-
ons.”

Sam was joined by about 25 

other kids and their parents or 
guardians Thursday morning at 
the Lebanon branch of the library.

The program is run by chil-
dren’s librarian Dana Bilbrey, a 
Lebanon native.

“It’s so much fun to see the 
kids when they have that ‘aha!’ 
moment,” Bilbrey said. “The 
excitement they get — that’s 
always the best part.”

The children gather in a 
semi-circle on the carpet in front 
of Bilbrey, who starts by reading 
nursery rhymes while showing 
the kids the illustrations. Then 

there are games and other activ-
ities such as “Ring Around the 
Rosy.” Finally, the children get a 
chance to color.

Nancy Fowler is deputy direc-
tor of the library now, but for 10 
years she ran the children’s pro-
gram.

“It’s really grown,” Fowler said.
She recalled an incident over 

the summer when a teen, 14 or 
15, came up to her and asked, 
“Miss Nancy, can I give you a 
hug?” The young man had been 

Party at the library
Kids enjoy stories, activities and 
each other during children’s time

Photos by Mike Alexieff/Lebanon Democrat

Hannah Petty, from left, her mother Lisa Brockette and Petty’s son Sam, 8 months, enjoy Lapsit: Nursery Rhymes along with Sarah Knizley 
and her son Ezra, 10 months, Thursday morning at the Lebanon-Wilson County Public Library.

Dana Bilbrey, right, children’s librarian at the Lebanon branch of the 
Wilson County Public Library, leads kids (and their mothers) in a 
song Thursday morning.

Early voting 
strong leading 
up to election

Voters can cast ballots 
at any of 18 locations
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