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The Wilson County Civic 
League hosted its annual sum-
mer basketball camp for local 
youths this past month and 
wound it down Thursday with 
the final day of camp before 
school resumes next week.

To celebrate the culmination 
of camp, the participants were 
rewarded with a pizza par ty 
and a visit from Lebanon Police 
to talk with them about making 
responsible choices.

Sgt. Tim Kelley and Officer 
Jeremiah Vantrease came out 
to discuss the implications that 

seemingly small choices can 
have on the long-term quality 
of a person’s life.

Kelley called speaking to 
the campers a “privilege,” and 
was happy to be able to engage 
with the children on a personal 
level. The sergeant said that 
people can form all types of 
impressions about law enforce-
ment from what they see on 
television, so its important for 
them to have a real life interac-
tion before jumping to conclu-
sions.

On making the right choic-
es, Kelley said, “9 times out 
of 10 making the right choice 

is going to have a long term 
effect on you better than mak-
ing the wrong choice, helping 
you through life.”

He hoped that his message 
was received by the campers. 
“It may be the one thing they 
needed to hear to send them in 
the right direction.”

Kelley complimented the 
program’s director, Reggie 
Hatcher, and volunteer, Eddie 
Thompson, for the “good job 
they do with the kids,” adding 
that he would recommend the 
camp to anyone old enough to 
participate.

Program Director Reggie 

Hatcher said that making good 
choices had been a theme in 
years past because it’s so 
important for young people to 
realize how choices can make 
or break their future.

Hatcher explained that the 
camp, which has been going on 
for eight years, offers the kids 
a lot more than just teaching 
them the significance of the 
decisions they make though.

“These kids, some of them 
don’t get a summer vacation, 
so we like to think of this as 
their summer vacation,” said 

BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
MALEXIEFF@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Wilson County Schools board 
will again debate whether to require 
masks at its meeting Monday — a dis-
cussion that could be limited because 
of a lawsuit filed last month that alleges 
the district’s mask mandate last school 
year was unconstitutional.

WCS Director Jef f Luttrell told the 
board during its work session Thurs-
day that COVID-19 cases were surging 
in the district. He cited a report from 
WCS Health Service Supervisor Chuck 
Whitlock that showed cases among those 
from birth to age 20 and the seven-day 
rolling average of new cases per 100,000 
population skyrocketing. The seven-day 

rolling average is near 25 new cases per 
day per 100,000 population, a level that 
last year was considered to be in the 
“high risk” range. Twenty-five and above 
was deemed “critical.”

“I think we’re all concerned,” Luttrell 
said. “I’ve been in discussions with direc-
tors around the state — that talk is prev-
alent every day — and I’m hearing from 

people on both sides of the issue.”
He added that as director, his first pri-

ority is the safety of the students, staff 
and teachers in the district.

“We’re relying on federal, state and 
local guidance,” Luttrell said. “This is 
becoming difficult at the local level. We 
need everyone to come together.”

Currently, per board policy adopted in 
June, masks are optional.

BY CHANDLER INIONS
CINIONS@LEBANONDEMOCRAT

Lebanon’s search for a magic bullet 
to prevent flood damage on the square 
and surrounding areas is proving to be 
a quixotic task, but city officials aren’t 
ready to give up.

After the Army Corps of Engineers 
completed its study of the Sinking Creek 
watershed, the results were not what the 
city had been hoping for. In a memo to 
the City Council, Lebanon Commissioner 
of Public Works Jeff Baines said, “The 
Corps staff agrees the Stumpy Lane deten-

tion structure does not provide signifi-
cant flood reduction to the major flooding 
events the City experienced in February 
1989, May 2010 and March 2021.

“Due to all the regulations, safety 
requirements, anticipated costs for an 
actual dam, the Corps did not recom-
mend moving forward with a project that 
would fall under the Safe Dams Act.”

Under the Tennessee Safe Dams Act, 
a dam is defined as any structure that is 
at least 20 feet high or that can impound 

at least 30 acre-feet of water. Dams are 
assigned hazard potential categories that 
reflect the threat to life and property in 
the event of a failure.

The Corps advised the city to discuss 
such a project with state agencies but 
cautioned Lebanon of ficials that the 
Stumpy Lane structure would impound 
approximately 58 acre-feet. An acre foot 
of water equals about 326,000 gallons, or 

BY CHANDLER INIONS
CINIONS@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Water town community 
will kick off the new school year 
with a big barbecue competition 
and a fun family day at the park.

The Back to School Supply 
Drive and BBQ Competition 
takes place on Sunday in Three 
Forks Park in Watertown and 
starts at 6 p.m.

Watertown and East Wilson 
Chamber of Commerce Presi-
dent Austin Floyd said Friday 
that there would be bounce 
houses, softball games and other 
fun surprises that people will 
just have to come out and see for 
themselves.

Floyd said, “The drive is to 
raise school supplies for lists 
we received from Water town 
High School, Watertown Middle 
School and Watertown Elemen-
tary.”

These lists included the essen-
tials, like pencils and paper, 
along with special wish lists 
submitted by teachers, based on 
their specific classroom needs.

According to Floyd, “The 
supplies will be received at the 
event, sorted and taken directly 
to the schools on Monday for 
teachers to distribute and use as 
needed.”

Thursday marks the students’ 
first day back in class.

The event is getting a lot of 
help from sponsoring churches 
in the area. That list includes 
Water’s Edge Church, Round 
Lick Baptist Church, First Bap-
tist Church and the Church of 

WCS to again consider mask mandate
Lawsuit hinders discussion; COVID-19 cases surge as first day nears

Civic League camp more than just basketball

Officers discuss choices youths make, their lasting impacts

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Campers and instructors participate in a rebounding drill in the gymnasium at the Wilson County Civic League on Thursday during the last 
day of summer basketball camp. From left are King Dustin Nunley, Freddie Hall, Janiyah Ellison, Baylor Hall and Jacques Hatcher.

Lebanon stares down deadline for Stumpy Lane detention facility

The city has until Aug. 18 to make a decision 
about moving forward with Army Corps’ plan

Watertown 
event to kick 

off new 
school year

Churches, 
chamber, others 
come together to 
collect supplies
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