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Lebanon boys go undefeated in 

holiday basketball tourney. B1$1

Business is booming on the square 
in Lebanon as customers finish up 
their Christmas shopping, capping off 
a year of growth for many area stores.

“This has been a good year for us, 
and I think a lot of that is because the 
square keeps getting better and bet-
ter,” said Urban Mills Promotions & 
Boutique owner Ramona Welch. “As 
the square continues to grow, it’s start-
ing to have food options like (Main St. 

Mercantile and Creamery) and we’re 
seeing more people come in.”

While many of those new faces are 
customers, some are businesses set-
ting up shop. One of the square’s latest 
additions, Harper’s Books, has oper-
ated for three years but is spending its 
first holiday season at its new location.

“From the minute we moved out 
here, it was an increase in sales and 
visibility,” owner James Kamer said. 
“I think things are going in the right 
direction for us, and we’re just trying 

to keep the word out.”
Local events like Christmas on the 

Square have helped shape the area 
into a shopping district, and this year’s 
sales figures are likely to see a boost 
from state and national developments 
as well.

Tennessee began collecting online 
sales tax from out-of-state retailers 
this year, meaning shoppers have one 
less incentive to buy from sources like 
Amazon, and consumers say they have 
more to spend in this year’s economic 
climate.
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Strong year for local business wraps up

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM 

The Tennessee Department 
of Transportation is waiting to 
see infrastructure projects in 
Mt. Juliet reach respective mile-
stones before evaluating wheth-
er to fast-track them in light of 
the impact Amazon’s new facil-
ity is expected to have.

Amazon announced earlier 
this month that it was respon-
sible for the previously undis-
closed and unprecedentedly 
large Project Sam slated for the 
junction of Golden Bear Park-
way and East Division Street. 
Fur thermore, the Mt. Juliet 
Planning Commission approved 
Amazon’s master development 
plan with minimal comment 
from the Public Works Depart-
ment on Thursday night.

Of ficials that the scope of 
the development — 3.6 million 
square feet, promising over 
1,200 jobs — would lead TDOT 
to expedite any of several road 
and highway improvements 
underway along the interstate.
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TDOT 
evaluates need 
to expedite MJ 
road projects 
for Amazon

BY CEDRIC DENT JR.
SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRATT

he shop was warm and smelled of 
burning wood. Inside, piles of gourds 
were stacked in metal bins. Not one 

inch of wall space was spared in the art shed 
of Lebanon resident Charlene Owens. The 
shed was quiet, but just moments before it 
was filled with the camera crew of Nashville 
Public Television’s “Tennessee Crossroads.”

Owens said she was still nervous from 
the visit and quietly answered questions 
about her art. Soon she opened up 
about how and why she began creating 
everything from curtains to gourd art worth 
hundreds of dollars.

“Being poor and wanting better quality 
items,” said Owens. “You can spend $100 on 
material and it would cost you $500 to get 
someone to make it. I just learned early.”

Owens said when people look at her 
artwork they are surprised by the price of 
the pieces.

“People think that I should have yard 
sale prices,” said Owens.

She said her prized possession was the 
portrait of her granddaughter, Crissy, who 
was around seven when she painted it more 
than two decades ago. Owens then points 
out a sculpture created out of sandstone of 
a man and woman in an emotional embrace. 
She said her father gave her the rock.
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‘What I do is art, not crafts’

BY RIMA AUSTIN
RAUSTIN@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Popular PBS show 
to feature local artist

Rima Austin • Lebanon Democrat

Lebanon artist Charlene Owens describes a piece she is currently working on. Owens will 
be featured on the Nashville Public Television show “Tennessee Crossroads” in January.

Photo by Ethan Steinquest • Lebanon Democrat

Hannah Grubbs, left, purchases a gift Monday from Pop-
pie’s Boutique owner Sarah Collins.

Holiday sales figures expected to increase

Mt. Juliet has tentatively 
approved an initiative to survey 
three potential locales for a new 

community pool, though local 
experts on competitive swimming 
and community needs say the pro-
posal is insufficient for its cost.

Parks Director Rocky Lee pro-

posed the pool in the first place 
on the basis that it should be done 
for Mt. Juliet schools because 
Lebanon already has a communi-
ty pool at the Jimmy Floyd Center. 

At present, Mt. Juliet swim teams 
drive to Lebanon to use that pool 
for their meets and practices.

During a recent work session, 
city commissioners consented 
to Lee’s proposal in hopes that 
he would examine three pos-
sible sites for the new pool, but 

Lee’s intended location is Charlie 
Daniels Park. The two sites they 
added to the decision, however, 
include a five-acre expanse on 
Golden Bear Parkway and at Page 
Park on Clemmons Road.

SEE POOL/PAGE A5

As Mt. Juliet considers new community pool, size matters

BY CEDRIC DENT JR.
SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Swim coach encourages city to build 50-meter facility
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