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Wilson County residents have 
several ways to celebrate this 
Independence Day, with fireworks 
shows planned in Lebanon, Mt. 
Juliet and Watertown.

Each event is set to kick off at 

9 p.m. when night falls on July 4. 
For those deciding where to take 
the family on the Fourth, the Dem-
ocrat talked to city officials for 
more details.

MT. JULIET — MT. JULIET 
LITTLE LEAGUE, 10835 

LEBANON ROAD
The fireworks show at Mt. Juliet 

Little League is also a fundraising 
event for baseball and softball pro-
grams, so parking space on the 
ball field costs $10. Attendees are 

asked to stay in or around their 
cars to promote social distancing.

“We’re going to be doing the 
same kind of thing we did last 
year,” Mt. Juliet Parks Director 
Rocky Lee said. “94FM The Fish 
will be simultaneously broadcast-
ing so you can listen to music 
timed for the show.”

Lee said he hopes to see a strong 
turnout to benefit the Little League 
organization as it looks to make 
changes to its stadium.

“They’re changing out almost 

half a million in lights by going 
to LED, so I imagine most of the 
money will go toward that, he said. 
“We’re hoping to see at least 300 
cars and raise between $3,500 and 
$5,000.”

LEBANON — WILSON 
COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS, 945 

E. BADDOUR PARKWAY
Even though the Wilson County 

Fair has been canceled, the com-
munity has a chance to gather at 
the Fairgrounds for Lebanon’s free 

fireworks show.
Lebanon Mayoral Assistant Deb-

bie Jessen said the show is impres-
sive and has become a favorite for 
many residents.

“People are welcome to watch 
from their vehicles or bring lawn 
chairs,” she said. “We’re encour-
aging everyone to maintain social 
distancing, and just come out and 
have a good time with their fami-
lies.”

Cities plan fireworks celebrations for Independence Day
Social distancing to 
be encouraged but 
will not enforced

BY MARK SHERMAN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WA S H I N G T O N  —  T h e 
Supreme Court ruled Monday that 
a landmark civil rights law protects 
gay, lesbian and transgender peo-
ple from discrimination in employ-
ment, a resounding victory for 
LGBT rights from a conservative 
court.

The court decided by a 6-3 vote 
that a key provision of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 known as Title 
VII that bars job discrimination 
because of sex, among other rea-
sons, encompasses bias against 
LGBT workers.

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

COVID-19 and a chance of 
rain were unable to put a damper 
on New Leash on Life’s annual 
Spay-Ghetti Dinner, which raised 
an estimated $4,000 for the non-
profit’s “Spay it Forward” fund.

“The event went really well,” 
New Leash on Life Executive 
Director Angela Chapman said. 
“We actually served about 220 
meals even though we had to 
change to curbside pickup and 
to-go meals, which is about what 
we’ve done in the years before.”

Proceeds from the fundraiser 
are used to help pet owners cover 
unplanned medical expenses 
during spay and neuter services, 
from copays to infections. Event 
sponsors Painturo’s, Perfor-
mance Food Group and Vision-
ary Design Group covered setup 
costs like food preparation and 

advertising, so all the money will 
directly benefit animals.

“We may have an animal that 
comes in with a hernia, so when 
the vet does the spay and neuter 
they can take care of that too,” 
New Leash on Life board mem-
ber Judy Wallace said. “I see a lot 
of people who bring their pets in 
and want to do the right thing, 
but they can’t afford it. This is 
really helpful for them.”

Many community members 
identify with that cause and 
make a habit of attending the 
Spay-Ghetti Dinner to pitch in.

“I’ve tried to support it every 
year,” Nancy Moore said. “I’ve 
adopted a dog from New Leash 
on Life, and they had to sew him 
up and do surgery. I love that 
they can save more pets and save 
more people, because really the 
pets save their owners.”

Other diners like Laura Head-

ley were checking out the event 
for the first time.

“I’ve supported New Leash on 
Life before, but not by eating,” 
she said. “I’ve actually helped 
trap feral cats for them to spay or 
neuter, which helps keep them 

from overpopulating.”
Headley came to the fundraiser 

with her friend Kathy Richard-
son, a regular at the Spay-Ghetti 
Dinner.

Spay-Ghetti Dinner raises $4,000 for pet care 
Benefit finds success with curbside pickup 

New Leash on 
Life board 

member Bob 
Shiveley 
delivers 

meals to 
Laura Head-

ley and Kathy 
Richardson, 

at right, 
during the 

annual 
Spay-Ghetti 

Dinner bene-
fit held Sun-

day at Paintu-
ro’s Pizza.
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Michelle Dube picks out a dessert from New Leash on Life’s bake 
sale with help from board member Pam Black.

Supreme Court 
says gay and 
transgender 

workers 
protected by law

Court decision a 
defeat for employers

BY RUSS BYNUM                                     
AND KATE BRUMBACK

ASSOCIATED PRESS

ATLANTA — Pleading through 
grief and tears Monday, the family 
of a black man killed by Atlanta 
police outside a fast-food drive-thru 
called on protesters to refrain from 
violence and demanded changes 
in the criminal justice system to 
prevent such deaths.

An autopsy found that 27-year-
old Rayshard Brooks was shot 
twice in the back late Friday by 
an officer trying to arrest him for 
being intoxicated behind the wheel 
of his car. Brooks tried to flee after 
wrestling with officers and grab-
bing a Taser from one of them.

“Not only are we hurt, we are 

‘When does it 
stop?’ Slain man’s 

family makes 
tearful plea

Officer fired and faces 
possible charges
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Seated (L-R) Clark McKinney, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director &

Embalmer; David Brooks, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer.

Standing (L-R) Wayne Foster & Claudean Bissinger, Funeral Assistants*;

Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)
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