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Wilson County’s government is 
bracing for continued impact as 
COVID-19 cases rise and held a 
discussion at Monday’s county 
commission meeting about next 
steps.

“COVID numbers have really 
been out of the roof lately,” Wilson 
County Mayor Randall Hutto said, 
referring to the number of new 
cases per day. “I used to worry 
about 60s, 70s and 80s, today my 
largest number was 176.”

The county’s effort to bring 

those numbers down is centered 
around the mask mandate Hutto 
implemented on Oct. 24. He said 
roughly 17% of residents being test-
ed for the virus are positive, and 
the goal is to see that reduced to 
5%.

As of Wednesday, the county 

has seen 1,362 new cases in the 
past two weeks, with an average of 
roughly 97 per day and 928 cases 
still active.

“We have worked hard at trying 
to do maybe a different message,” 
he said. “We feel like a lot of times 
people are looking at, you know, 
‘It’s all about the mask.’ And it’s 
really not about the mask, it’s really 
more we’re trying to say from our 

office … if you get it, please don’t 
give it to somebody else.”

Officials are also optimistic about 
the COVID-19 vaccines developed 
by Pfizer and Moderna, since test-
ing so far has reported them to be 
more than 90% effective at warding 
off infection. State Sen. Mark Pody 
offered a look at how they might 

County looks to weather impact from virus surge 
Mask mandate remains in effect, 14-day case average at 97
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The Lebanon Regional Planning 
Commission is looking to workshop 
the city’s 2040 Comprehensive Plan 
in January 2021 after discussion at 
its meeting Monday.

Lebanon Planning Director Paul 
Corder said he also spoke with 
Mayor-elect Rick Bell about the 
plan, which would overhaul the 
city’s future land use map to guide 
different kinds of development.

“He wanted us to move forward 
with the comp plan and get that 
taken care of as soon as we can,” 
Corder said. “So we’re ready to 
have a work session.”

Commissioners ultimately decid-
ed to wait until after the holiday  
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Just under a week after Byars 
Dowdy Elementary School was 
moved to remote learning, the 
Lebanon Special School District 
announced plans to return to a 
hybrid model across the district 
starting Monday.

With Monday scheduled as a 
distance learning day for all stu-
dents and Thanksgiving break 
taking up the rest of next week, 
that means Nov. 30 will mark 
the first full week under the A/B 
schedule. Students will again 
report to school only two days 
a week, the district’s feeding 
schedule will allow for meal pick-
ups and all athletic events have 
been postponed.

The decision comes amid a 
sharp increase in local COVID-19 
cases this month. As of Wednes-
day, the county has seen 1,362 
new cases in the past two weeks 
— and 928 are still active.

“We’ve been setting records 
days in a row for spread rate, for 
new cases,” LSSD Director of 
Schools Scott Benson said during 
the board of education’s meet-
ing the day before the announce-
ment. “Our 14-day average, 
which is another important piece 
of data that we look at … we’re 
setting records just about every 
day.”

Benson said conference calls 
with other superintendents have 
shifted in tone as Tennessee’s 
case count builds.

“We knew we were going to 
have quarantines, which we have, 
but I can tell you this past Friday 
that it was a different tone with 
all of us,” he said. “We’re all look-
ing at it in a different light, so to 
speak, and we’re all considering 
next steps and what we need to 
do. Not all of us, many of us are 
pretty close to pulling the trigger 

LSSD is returning to  
hybrid model on Monday

District expects to continue 
blended learning through Jan. 12

Mike Alexieff/Lebanon Democrat

Tennessee Titans mascot T-Rac carries a symbolic check for $10,000 onto the football field at Walter J. Baird Middle School on Wednesday 
to present Assistant Principal Amber Gailbreath as some of the school’s students watch. The donation from the NFL and The Dairy Alliance 
will be split with Winfree Bryant Middle School and will be used for physical education equipment and the breakfast program. LSSD Child 
Nutrition Director Angie Ballard said this is the first time the district has applied for the grant, which goes to one district in the state. It’ll be 
a big help, she said. “We don’t stop feeding. We’re about to go to distance learning and we’ll still be sending food home.”
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Wilson County Schools 
announced Wednesday it was 
cancelling school Friday as 
part of a continuing effort to 
fight the surge in COVID-19 
cases and quarantines affect-
ing the district.

WCS spokesman Bart Bark-
er said that the decision was 
made as administrators looked 
at the number of staff likely to 
be out Friday.

On Nov. 13, almost 200 
staff members were out due 
to COVID-19 illness or quar-
antine, other illnesses and for 
medical appointments made 
long in advance. The district 
expected that number to be 
even higher this Friday.

“Even with an ‘an all-hands 
on deck’ approach, the fore-

cast for staffing on Friday did 
not look good, therefore a 
decision was made in the best 
interest of all of our teachers, 
staff and students,” Barker 
said in an email. He added that 
the pool of substitute teachers 
has shrunk, raising doubts 
about the ability to call enough 
in.

This weekend’s athletic con-
tests, including Watertown 
High School’s football playoff 
game against Hartsville and 
Saturday’s high school basket-
ball games, were still on as of 
presstime Wednesday.

Friday will treated as a 
stockpile day, with no expecta-
tions from students. Teachers 
will report to schools and all 
Kids Club and TLC activities 

Wilson County 
Schools to close Friday

Planning 
commission 

targets January 
for work session
Mixed use development 

on South Hartmann Drive 
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Lebanon may soon be hiring a 
drainage mitigation coordinator 
after the city council approved 
a first reading vote to create the 
job on Tuesday.

The position is meant to work 
full-time with property and busi-
ness owners to address drainage 
complaints, which the city iden-
tified as a need after its latest 
flooding event in September. It 

City could add 
drainage 

mitigation 
coordinator to 
fight flooding 

City council approves 
first reading vote to 
create new position 
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