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Tor nado-damaged Stoner 
Creek Elementary School will be 
rebuilt to house 1,000 students 
after a vote Tuesday by the Wil-
son County Schools board.

There was only one bidder 
on the project, R.G. Anderson 
Inc. of Nashville. The base bid 
to rebuild the school to its cur-
rent capacity of about 640 stu-
dents was $23 million. To add 
two eight-classroom wings and 
raise the capacity to 1,000 stu-
dents would add about $2.6 mil-
lion to the cost, which does not 
include furniture, fixtures and 
equipment.

WCS Deputy Director Michael 
Smith said the cost per square 
foot at the base bid is $284, 
where if the wings are added, 
the cost is $258. He said includ-
ing everything, he expects the 
school to cost the district just 
over $30 million.

WCS 
OKs bid 

for Stoner 
Creek 

rebuild
Capacity will 

be increased to 
1,000 students

BY MIGUEL DETILLIER
FOR THE MT. JULIET NEWS

The Mt. Juliet Board of Com-
missioners deferred again on 
rezoning Golden Bear Com-
mercial to a planned-unit devel-
opment.

Golden Bear Commercial, 
a convenience store/gas sta-
tion located in Lebanon Road, 
will include a 9,600-square-foot 

building with 5,000 square feet 
identified for the convenience 
store and the remaining two 
lease spaces at 2,000 square-
foot each.

Civil Site Design Group, a 
civil engineering group and 
Golden Bear’s developer, is 
looking to add a 700-foot slip 
lane on US 70 for the develop-
ment.

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  h a d 
deferred on the issue four 
times before Monday’s meet-
ing.

In Monday’s session, Dis-
trict 3 Commissioner Scott 
Hefner suggested to have the 
ordinance deferred so the 
board could learn more about 
the Tennessee Department of 
Transportation’s plans on wid-
ening Lebanon Road.

TDOT’s project on Leba-
non Road is in its preliminary 
design status and at about 40% 
complete with preconstruction 

activity. The overall cost of the 
project is $25.3 million.

Planning Director Jennifer 
Hamblen said the develop-
er’s request for a slip lane has 
caused the delay.

Joe Haddix, principal of Civil 
Site Design Group, said add-
ing a slip lane could provide 
improvement to the intersec-
tion of Lebanon Road and Gold-
en Bear Gateway.

Haddix said that he worked 
on designing the prelim-
inary layout for the slip lane 

Mt. Juliet commission again 
defers Golden Bear development

Panel wants to know about 
Lebanon Road widening plans

BY CHANDLER INIONS
CINIONS@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The wait is over. After much 
anticipation and a year forced 
off, Wilson County’s beloved 
fair is finally ready to begin.

The Wilson County Fair — 
Tennessee State Fair formally 
kicks off with a large opening 
ceremony tonight in the Farm 
Bureau Expo Center that will 
feature Gov. Bill Lee as a guest 
speaker. The event will be fol-
lowed by a military flyover and 
a parade. It all starts at 5 p.m.

Festivalgoers come for the 
Bir thing Barn, the tractor 
pulls, the carnival, and the fruit 
and vegetable competitions, 
which makes sense given 
the state’s storied history so 
steeped in agriculture. It’s easy 

to misconstrue a visit to the 
fair as a field trip to a farm.

However, there really is so 
much more being offered that 
reflects the region’s heritage 
and creativity.

The baking contest commit-
tee chair, Debbie Stephens, 
talked about her competition 
on Tuesday as the entries 
poured in. The baking contest 
has six classes: quick breads, 
yeast breads, cookies, cake, 
pies and candy.

Stephens said the entries are 
usually family recipes that date 
back generations. “Most of the 
time, what they bring in is their 
grandmother’s recipe or their 
mother’s recipe.”

All’s fair in Wilson County
Annual event 

opens today with 
governor speaking

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Volunteers Krissa Stephens, left, and Laurie Sparkman-Grissom check in competitor Patricia Rivers’ entries, including a tower of pies, at the 
Baking Contest registration table on Tuesday at the Farm Bureau Expo Center. Along with baking, competitions in the arts, photography 
and fashion all have a place at the Wilson County Fair — Tennessee State Fair.

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Lebanon High School Future Farmers of America Vice President 
Alyssa Dragan sets out one of the entries for the quick bread cate-
gory of the baking contest competition Tuesday before the judging 
began. Dragan, who will be helping at the Wilson County Fair — 
Tennessee State Fair all week, was happy to have a shift inside the 
air conditioning. BY ALAN FRAM

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Hours 
after clinching an initial budget 
victory, Senate Majority Lead-
er Chuck Schumer conceded 
Wednesday that Democrats face 
a tough pathway to delivering 
a package surging $3.5 trillion 
into family, health and environ-
ment programs to President Joe 
Biden’s desk.

Schumer,  D -N.Y. ,  made 
the remarks after the Senate 
approved a budget resolution 
outlining Democrat’s 10-year 
plan for transforming the gov-
ernment into an engine focused 
on helping lower- and middle 
income people and slowing the 
planet’s ominously warming tem-
peratures.

The real test will be when 
Democrats write and vote on 
subsequent legislation actually 
enacting the party’s priorities 
into specific spending and tax 
policies. To succeed, Schumer 

Schumer 
sees tough 

road for 
$3.5T social, 
climate plans
Centrist Democrats 

expressing  
concern over cost
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TICKETS AND HOURS
Go to www.wilson 

countyfair.net for tickets, 

hours and more information.
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