
The U.S. needs to 

weigh the costs of all its 

obligations against the 

soaring federal debt, 

Buchanan writes.
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Compassionate Hands, the 
local ministry that serves the 
homeless, is buying a building 
and will be opening a men’s 
shelter this winter.

John Grant, executive direc-
tor and minister of Compassion-

ate Hands, told the Lebanon 
Noon Rotary on Tuesday that 
acquiring a building was in the 
nonprofit’s five year plan, but 
circumstances have conspired 
to move the purchase up.

“COVID forced us to find an 
alternative plan,” he said. “If we 
don’t do this ministr y, people 
will die this winter.”

Normally, 40 churches house 
homeless people during the 15 
weeks of winter. But, because 

of the coronavirus pandemic, 
it’s not feasible for churches 
to do that this year. There are 
problems with providing space 
for social distancing and well 
as sanitizing rooms before and 
after guests have spent the 
night.

The ministry will be buying 
the building that now houses 
Kids World 2, a daycare center 
at 214 N. College St. in Leba-
non that is itself a victim of the 

pandemic. Owner Jenny Baines 
says she has been unable to find 
reliable staff for the center, and 
blames the extra unemployment 
benefits the federal government 
has offered that she said is a dis-
incentive for people to work.

Grant said Compassionate 
Hands is paying $725,000 for the 
building, and that “Wilson Bank 
and Trust of fered generous 
terms on the loan.”

However, the organization 

needs to bring $140,000 to the 
closing in early November but 
only has $80,000 in the bank.

“So we’re asking for prayers,” 
Grant said, adding that dona-
tions would also be accepted.

On Friday, the annual Com-
passionate Hands Chili Cookoff 
fundraiser will be from 5-7 p.m. 
at  First  United Methodist 
Church, 415 W. Main St. in 
Lebanon.

Compassionate Hands ministry buying building
Pandemic forces 

nonprofit to adapt
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Halfway through the early voting 
period, Wilson County residents 
have turned out in record num-
bers to cast their ballots ahead of 
the Nov. 3 General Election.

Elections Administrator Phillip 
Warren said that as of Tuesday, 
more than 29,800 people have 
voted, which is two-thirds of the 
40,000 who voted early in 2016, 
and there are still seven days left 
to early vote.

“We’ve got a record turnout, 
huge turnout,” Warren said 
Wednesday, adding that an addi-
tional hour is being tacked on 
to early voting Monday through 
Oct. 29. Voters can cast their bal-
lots at any of the five early voting 
centers from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. next 
week.

“The lines look long, but they 
move fast,” he said. “It’s 30 min-
utes at most. You can’t get a ham-
burger in 30 minutes.”

The county is averaging eight 
voters per minute, he added.

Local voters say this election is 
even more important than usual 
at the national level.

“I don’t want to wait for the last 
minute,” said Marie Ferrell of 
Lebanon, who was standing in 
line shortly after 8 a.m. Wednes-
day at the Wilson County Elec-
tion Commission office on East 
Main Street. “This is not just 
another election, I think.”

While Ferrell declined to say 
which presidential candidate she 
was voting for, she did sound an 
optimistic note.

“It’ll all work out one way or 
another,” she said.

Lebanon’s William A. Price, 
who is Black, said he was early 
voting to avoid the long lines, 
“supposedly,” on Election Day. 
But, he added, “It’s so important 
for me to vote because so many 
people in my race have been dis-
graced, stopped from voting.”

Price is voting Democrat, he 
said.

Billy Kegley, also of Lebanon, 
said, “I think the country is in 
a dif ficult situation right now. 
There are pretty clear lines that 
define (the presidential candi-
dates’) philosophies.”

Kegley also said he was early 
voting to avoid having to do it on 
Nov. 3.

“I just want to beat the crowd,” 
he said. “I think Election Day is 
going to be pretty chaotic.”

Wilson Countians 
voting at record pace

30,000 have cast 
ballots; hours extended 
at five polling centers

Above: Voters wait Wednesday 
morning to enter the Wilson 
County Elections Commission 
office on East Main Street in Leba-
non to cast their ballots as cam-
paign signs line the sidewalk 
across the street.

Left: Voters stand in line Wednes-
day to cast their ballot during 
early voting at the Wilson County 
Elections Commission office in 
Lebanon.

Photos by Mike Alexieff/Lebanon Democrat

BY KIMBERLEE KRUESI 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NASHVILLE — When Presi-
dent Donald Trump and Demo-
cratic nominee Joe Biden arrive 
in Nashville today for their final 
debate before the Nov. 3 elec-
tion, they’ll be greeted by a city 
with rising coronavirus case 
counts inside a state immersed 

in a debate of its own about 
mask-wearing.

Meanwhile, medical profession-
als warn that the next wave of the 
virus is looming.

It’s a strikingly different land-
scape from 2008, when Nashville 
last hosted a presidential debate 
between Democrat Barack 
Obama and Republican challenger 
John McCain at Belmont Universi-
ty. Back then, the city was on the 
cusp of an economic boom that 
would eventually draw coveted 

events like the NFL draft.
Fast-for ward to a year of 

unprecedented disruption to 
live music and other public gath-
erings, and Tennessee health 
of ficials are now repor ting 
record-breaking virus numbers in 
the days leading up to the debate. 
In spite of their warnings, visitors 
have been making their way back 
to Nashville’s famous honky-tonks 
and other tourist spots across the 
state in steadily rising numbers.

Final debate puts surging virus in spotlight
Trump, Biden face off  

at Belmont in Nashville

BY NICOLE WINFIELD
ASSOCIATED PRESS

ROME — Pope Francis 
became the first pontif f to 
endorse same-sex civil unions 
in comments for a documen-
tary that premiered Wednes-
day, sparking cheers from gay 
Catholics and demands for 
clarification from conserva-

tives, given the Vatican’s offi-
cial teaching on the issue.

T h e  p a p a l  t h u m b s - u p 
came midway through the 
feature-length documenta-
r y “Francesco,” which pre-
miered at the Rome Film 
Festival. 

Francis first pope to endorse 
same-sex civil unions

Catholic conservatives call for clarification
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Seated (L-R) Clark McKinney, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director &

Embalmer; David Brooks, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer.

Standing (L-R) Wayne Foster & Claudean Bissinger, Funeral Assistants*;

Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)
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