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Lebanon’s city parks are sched-
uled to reopen Friday, and Mayor 
Bernie Ash will allow his stay-at-
home order to expire after April 30.

Ash announced the decision at 
the Lebanon City Council meeting 
Tuesday after Gov. Bill Lee made 
the same calls at the state level.

“We will be following Gov. Lee’s 
timetable for reopening business-
es,” Ash said. “I know this is a diffi-
cult time for all citizens of Lebanon. 
I want you know we’re all in this 
together … now more than ever 
we’re going to do everything we 
can to protect each other and work 
with one another.”

Ash said residents should con-
tinue social distancing and limit-
ing gatherings to 10 people or less. 
Ward 4 Councilor Chris Crowell 
said the city has done well with 
social distancing based on his con-
versations with other residents.

BY DEMOCRAT STAFF

Wilson County has three 
confirmed cases of COVID-
19 among residents or staff at 
Elmcroft of Lebanon, accord-
ing to new data released by 
Tennessee’s COVID-19 Uni-
fied-Command Group.

The Tennessee Department 

of Health began tracking the 
number of cases in long-term 
care facilities on Wednesday, 
and plans to release week-
ly updates on Fridays listing 
those that have two or more.

“This data and report give a 
clear picture on the risks that 
the virus poses to long-term 

care facilities and the aggres-
sive actions the state has taken 
and will continue to take to pro-
tect residents and staff,” TDH 
Commissioner Lisa Piercey 
said in a news release. “We 
take our duties to protect both 
public health and patient priva-
cy very seriously. Based upon 

the current development of the 
COVID-19 situation in Tennes-
see, the department has deter-
mined that releasing this data 
is in the public health interest.”

Piercey said at a media brief-
ing on Wednesday that facil-
ities with a single confirmed 
case are not identified because 
two cases is considered the 

BY CHRIS GREGORY
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A seventh grader at Gladeville 
Middle School will be among 69 
Tennessee students representing 
the state in the 2019-2020 Nation-
al History Day competition.

Mackenzie Egan took second 
place in the Junior Individual Per-
formance category at this year’s 
Tennessee History Day with a 
project on in vitro fertilization 
titled: “Fertility Breakthrough! 
IVF and The First Test Tube 
Baby.”

“My project was an individual 
performance, so it was just me, 
and I did IVF and the first test 
tube baby,” she said. “I thought 
that would be something really 
interesting that not a lot of people 
would do.”

Egan’s project was a nearly 
10-minute video in which she 
portrayed five different roles of 
people involved in the process of 
IVF, from counselors who advise 
couples to a would-be mother to 
doctors who perform the pro-
cedure. Her video also included 

information on the history of IVF, 
which came about in the 1970s.

“I did character changes, 
adding a lab coat or glasses,” 
she said of her project, which 
required multiple takes over “two 
or three days” to get just right.

“The requirement was no edit-
ing of the video,” added Brian 
Egan, Mackenzie’s father. “Get-
ting the one take that she was 
happy with took a while. There 
was always some minor thing.”

Egan participated under the 
guidance of educator Amy Wilk-
en and will be participating in the 
national competition for the sec-
ond straight year.

“She’s so incredible; she put 
so much time and effort into 
this project,” Wilken said. “She 
had all kinds of data — includ-
ing how many babies each year 
are born through IVF in the U.S. 
and the world.”

Egan’s father said Wilken was 
largely responsible for inspiring 
her to take on the project.

“She’s great,” Egan said. 
“She’s one of the best teachers 

I’ve ever had.”
Egan used a variety of sourc-

es for her project, even reaching 
out to Louise Brown, an English-
woman who was the world’s baby 
born through IVF in 1978. Her 
manager said Brown does not 
respond to these type of inquiries 
since she gets so many of them, 
but it showed the lengths Egan 
went to for her project.

For Egan, the project on IVF 
was of special interest as she is 
a “test tube baby” herself. She 
talked to doctors, her own family 
and other families who had gone 
through the process to learn as 
much as she could on the sub-
ject.

“I got inspiration for this topic 

Gladeville student bound for 
National History Day competition 
Egan centers personal project on IVF 

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Gladeville Middle School seventh grader Mackenzie Egan will participate in the National History Day Competition in June after placing sec-
ond in her division at the state-level event.

Submitted

Gladeville Middle School student Mackenzie Egan’s project sees her 
take on the roles of doctors, nurses and more to explain the process 
of in vitro fertilization (IVF), which is also how she was born.

Lebanon 
follows state 
in loosening 
COVID-19 
restrictions 
Businesses, parks 

set to reopen 
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Despite the March 3 tornado 
and COVID-19’s joint impact on 
the local economy, Wilson Coun-
ty Mayor Randall 
Hutto is confident 
the county has 
enough funds to 
make it through.

Hutto outlined 
his plans for the 
2020-21 budget at 
the Wilson Coun-
ty Commission’s 
meeting Monday.

“When you look 
at our fund balance right now, it’s 
about $10.4 million in the general 
fund,” he said. “As we talk to our 
elected officials about looking at 
their budgets, we’re actually going 
to do two things, really. Turn us in 
a status quo budget for this year … 
and then look for ways that you can 
make cuts going into next year.”

Those status quo budgets are 
expected by May 1, leaving rough-
ly two months before the commis-
sion’s vote on them. Hutto expects 
the deadline to allow for more eco-
nomic data to surface and point to 
potential budget cuts.

If the commission does pass the 
status quo budgets in time for June 
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