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When a wildfire broke out in 
Sevier County last week, person-
nel from the fire departments in 
Lebanon and Mt. Juliet answered 
the call for aid.

The call for assistance came 
out on Wednesday, and the Leb-
anon Fire Department’s assistant 
chief, Nick McCorkle, said that 
upon arrival, the fire’s destruc-
tive force was on full display.

“They called and said they 

needed resources as soon as 
possible,” McCorkle said. “It 
was right off the bat and really 
rushed. Once the chief Ok’d it, 
we were on the road within about 
two hours.”

Earlier in the day, weather 
reports had called for high-mile-
age, straight-line winds, with 
the possibility of tornadoes. Sev-
eral crew members from each 
department stayed behind in the 
event that they would be needed 

at home.
By the time the crews arrived 

in East Tennessee, it  was 
2:30 a.m. on Thursday. McCorkle 
indicated that they were immedi-
ately sent out on assignment to 
the site where the fire originated.

“We could tell we were in 
proximity, because it was real-
ly smoky,” McCorkle said. “The 
majority of the fire had already 
burned back to the northwest at 
that point. Our assignment was 

going to check the roads up to 
where our task force was set up.”

McCorkle said that each crew 
was assigned a local person who 
was familiar with the area.

“They were helpful because 
they could tell us where we 
could take engines and vehicles,” 
McCorkle said. “Some of those 
roads, you just can’t put a fire 
truck on.”

‘Unlike anything I have ever seen’
Local departments join fight 

in East Tennessee wildfire
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A Mt. Juliet Middle School 
social studies teacher got an 
unexpected surprise during a 
pep rally on Thursday morn-

ing as i t  was 
revealed that 
t h e  p u r p o s e 
o f  t h e  e v e n t 
was actually to 
recognize him 
w i t h  a  M i l k -
e n  E d u c a t o r 
Award.

Tyler Hallst-
edt joined fel-
l o w  t e a c h e r s 

and hundreds of students in 
the stands of the gymnasium 
at Green Hill High School for 
an event on literacy. Unbe-
known to Hallstedt, the entire 
event was actually in his 
honor.

It is the first time a teach-
er from Wilson County has 
received the recognit ion. 
There are more than 2,800 
former recipients.

The foundation actively 
seeks out possible candidates 
for the award through a con-
fidential selection process. 
There are no nominees.

“We find you. You don’t find 
us,” is a catchphrase for the 
foundation.

Hallstedt was caught com-
pletely of f guard when Dr. 
Jane Foley of the Milken 
Family Foundation revealed 
the real reason for the event.

According to the social 
studies teacher, the mone-
tary attachment to the award 
helped of fset the unwanted 
spotlight.

“( I t ’ s)  a  l i t t le  b i t  o f  a 
shock,” Hallstedt said. “Plus, 

it’s a little bit of dread about 
having to be in the spotlight, 
which is not usually my place. 
However, it  feels good to 
be recognized, and $25,000 
doesn’t hurt either.”

Recognized for his immer-
sive cur riculum, Hallstedt 
indicated that he tries to have 
his students learn through 
hands-on course material as 
much as possible.

“We do a lot of simula-
tions,” Hallstedt said. “We 
simulated the law-making 

process. We make students 
senators and congressmen, 
and we go through how a 
county makes its laws. We 
build colonies. We travel the 
Oregon Trail .  Histor y for 
many students can be rote 
and dull. I don’t have a sim-
ulation for ever ything, but 
whenever possible, we try to 
put students into that deci-
sion-making role to simulate 
it and bring it to life.”

Mt. Juliet Middle teacher 
joins prestigious club

Hallstedt 
recognized  

with Milken 
Educator Award

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Tyler Hallstedt stands to an ovation after being named a Milken Educator.

Tyler 
Hallstedt
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The second fatal wreck 
in Lebanon in less than two 
weeks claimed the life of a 
Mt. Juliet woman on Thursday 
morning.

Bonnie Durham, 69, was 

killed as a result of the wreck 
that happened at approximate-
ly 10 a.m. on Highway 109. 
The accident took place on the 
stretch of roadway between 
the Northern Road intersec-
tion and the Double Log Cabin 
Road intersection.

According to a preliminary 
report received from Sgt. John 
Grinder of the Tennessee 
Highway Patrol, Reed Durham, 
71, of Mt. Juliet, was driving a 
2016 Ford Fusion in the north-
bound lane of Highway 109. 
(Bonnie) Durham was in the 

passenger seat.
The narrative relayed in the 

report indicated that the acci-
dent only involved the vehicle 
that the Durhams were in.

The report states that they 

Mt. Juliet woman killed in automobile accident
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The Lebanon Democrat is in the 

process of running question-and-

answer profiles of the Wilson County 

educators who have 

been selected as the 

teacher of the year 

in their respective 

schools.

Those individuals, 

from both the 

Wilson County 

School System and 

the Lebanon Special 

School District, are 

in contention for the Wilson County 

Teacher of the Year Award, which will 

be announced later this spring.

We continue the series of profiles 

with a glance at Danielle Wilson, a 

fifth-grade math and science teacher 

at Gladeville Elementary School …

Name … Danielle Wilson
School … Gladeville 

Elementary
Age … 30
What grade/subject do you 

teach? I teach fifth-grade math 
and science.

How long have you been in 
education (total years)? I am 
currently in my eighth year of 
teaching.

How many years have 
you taught at your current 
school? This is my fifth year at 
Gladeville Elementary.

What other schools have 
you taught at prior to your 
current school? I taught at 
Pennington Elementary in 
Metro Nashville Public Schools 

A 
numbers 

game
Gladeville 

Elementary teacher 
overcomes early 
struggles to now 

teach math

Danielle 
Wilson
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The Best of Wilson County 2022 Readers’ Choice Awards

Winners section will be published April 21st!

We are tallying your

votes for your favorite

businesses!

http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=a8ecbcaa-f563-573a-83c3-162249d1799f
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=�
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=�
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=a8ecbcaa-f563-573a-83c3-162249d1799f
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B6&uuid=a8ecbcaa-f563-573a-83c3-162249d1799f
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=a8ecbcaa-f563-573a-83c3-162249d1799f
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=a8ecbcaa-f563-573a-83c3-162249d1799f
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A4&uuid=a8ecbcaa-f563-573a-83c3-162249d1799f
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A4&uuid=a8ecbcaa-f563-573a-83c3-162249d1799f
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A5&uuid=a8ecbcaa-f563-573a-83c3-162249d1799f

