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Freezing precipitation and 
snow hit Middle Tennessee 
on Sunday and continued 
through Monday, closing 
schools, business and gov-
ernments, and making driv-
ing hazardous.

Both the Lebanon Special 
School District and Wilson 
County Schools announced 
they would be closed today 
and Wednesday. Schools 
were already closed Mon-
day for the President’s Day 
holiday. Private schools in 
the county followed suit.

Monday afternoon, Leb-
anon Mayor Rick Bell dis-
cussed the ongoing condi-
tions with city department 
heads. The decision was 
made to close all city offic-
es over the next couple 
days. This includes the 
Jimmy Floyd Family Life 
Center. Sanitation and recy-
cling pickups will not run 
today either. Whether they 
resume Wednesday was 
undetermined Monday.

“City police, fire and 
street departments have 
been working hard the past 
two days, between salting 
and brining the roads to 
make it safe and assisting 
with accidents,” Bell said. 
“Some people have to get 
out, so we want to make 
sure they can do it as safely 
as possible.”

Bell also said it’s import-
ant to keep the roads clear 
for service trucks and emer-
gency responders.

Emergency response 
has been critical during 
this storm as Vanderbilt 
Wilson County Hospital 
spokeswoman Traci Pope 
can attest. “VWCH has seen 
an increase in motor vehi-
cle crashes as well as falls,” 
she said in an email. But, 
she added, “VWCH proto-
cols in place have helped 

BY PAUL J. WEBER AND JAKE BLEIBERG 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

AUSTIN, Texas — A frigid blast of winter 
weather struck much of the country, creat-
ing dangerous conditions across the nation, 
including Middle Tennessee, and plunging 
Texas into an unusually icy emergency Mon-
day that knocked out power to more than 2 
million people.

The worsening conditions halted the deliv-
ery of COVID-19 vaccine shipments and left 
some Texas providers scrambling to find tak-
ers for doses expiring within hours.

Temperatures nosedived into the sin-
gle-digits as far south as San Antonio, and 
homes that had already been without elec-
tricity for hours had no certainty about when 
the lights and heat would come back on, as 
the state’s overwhelmed power grid throttled 
into rotating blackouts that are typically only 
seen in 100-degree Fahrenheit summers.

The storm was part of a massive system 
that brought snow, sleet and freezing rain 
to the southern Plains and was spreading 
across the Ohio Valley and to the Northeast. 
The Southwest Power Pool, a group of util-
ities across 14 states, called for rolling out-
ages because the supply of reserve energy 
had been exhausted. Some utilities said they 
were starting blackouts, while others urged 
customers to reduce power usage.

“We’re living through a really historic 
event going on right now,” said Jason Fur-
tado, a professor of meteorology at the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma, pointing to all of Texas 
under a winter storm warning and the extent 
of the freezing temperatures.

Storm leaves  
2 million Texans 
without power

Record low temperatures seen 
in several cities across nation

Weather freezes roads, closes schools
Local officials recommend staying home
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Sherry Kinzer pulls her son, Luke, with an ATV on Monday on Walnut Grove Road south of Leba-
non. The road, like many in the county, was icy until Monday afternoon, when snow began to fall.

It didn’t take long for Monday’s snow to cover Walnut Grove Road south of Lebanon.

BY ELLIOT SPAGAT AND BEN FOX
 ASSOCIATED PRESS

TIJUANA, Mexico — After a 
weeklong bus ride from Hon-
duras, Isabel Osorio Medina 
arrived in northern Mexico with 
the hope President Joe Biden 
would make it easier for people 
like him to get into the United 
States.

“It seems the new president 
wants to help migrants,” Osorio 
said as he got ready to check in 
to a cheap hotel in downtown 
Tijuana before heading to the 
U.S. “They’re saying he is going 
to help, but I don’t know for sure 
how much is true or not.”

The 63-year-old is among 
thousands of people who have 
come to the U.S.-Mexico bor-
der with the hope they will be 
able to ask for asylum and make 
their way into the U.S. now 
that former President Donald 
Trump is no longer in office.

While Biden has taken some 
major steps in his first weeks in 
office to reverse Trump’s hard-
line immigration policies, his 
administration hasn’t lifted some 
of the most significant barriers 

to asylum-seekers.
In fact, it’s discouraging peo-

ple from coming to the country, 
hoping to avoid what happened 
under both Trump and for-
mer President Barack Obama 
— border agents getting over-
whelmed by migrants, including 
many Central Americans with 
children.

“Now is not the time to 
come,” White House press sec-
retary Jen Psaki said at a recent 
briefing, “and the vast majority 
of people will be turned away.”

Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken struck a similar tone 
on Feb. 6 as he announced 
official steps to end Trump-era 
agreements with Honduras, El 
Salvador and Guatemala that 
required many asylum-seekers 
to seek refuge in one of those 
countries instead of the U.S.

“To be clear, these actions do 
not mean that the U.S. border 
is open,” Blinken said. “While 
we are committed to expanding 
legal pathways for protection 
and opportunity here and in the 
region, the United States is a 
country with borders and laws 

that must be enforced.”
That message hasn’t reached 

everyone.
More people have been arriv-

ing at a encampment in Matam-
oros, Mexico, a dangerous city 
just south of the Texas border 
where hundreds of asylum-seek-
ers have been waiting under 
Trump’s “Remain in Mexico” 
program.

It’s possible even more may 
come after the Biden adminis-
tration announced Friday that it 
would slowly allow an estimated 
25,000 people to enter the U.S. 
as their cases are reviewed. The 
first wave is expected Feb. 19.

Walter Valenzuela, a 37-year-
old Honduran, said he had been 
waiting in Tijuana, across the 
border from San Diego, for 
months for a chance to either 
seek asylum or risk an illegal 
crossing.

For years, asylum-seekers 
who met the initial threshold of 
demonstrating a “credible fear” 
of persecution in their home-
land could generally stay in the 
U.S. until an immigration judge 
decided whether they qualified 
for permanent residency, which 

BY HOPE YEN 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi said Mon-
day that Congress will establish an 
independent, Sept. 11-style com-
mission to look into the deadly 
insurrection that took place at the 
U.S. Capitol.

Pelosi said the commission will 
“investigate and report on the 
facts and causes relating to the 
January 6, 2021, domestic terror-
ist attack upon the United States 
Capitol Complex … and relating to 
the interference with the peaceful 
transfer of power.”

In a letter to Democratic col-
leagues, Pelosi said the House will 
also put forth supplemental spend-
ing to boost security at the Capitol.

After former President Donald 
Trump’s acquittal at his second 
Senate impeachment trial, biparti-
san support appeared to be grow-
ing for an independent commis-
sion to examine the deadly insur-
rection.

Investigations into the riot were 
already planned, with Senate hear-
ings scheduled later this month in 

the Senate Rules Committee. Pelo-
si, D-Calif., asked retired Army 
Lt. Gen. Russel Honoré to lead an 
immediate review of the Capitol’s 
security process.

In her letter Monday, Pelosi 
said, “It is clear from his findings 
and from the impeachment trial 
that we must get to the truth of 
how this happened.”

She added, “As we prepare for 
the Commission, it is also clear 
from General Honoré’s interim 
reporting that we must put forth a 
supplemental appropriation to pro-
vide for the safety of Members and 
the security of the Capitol.”

Lawmakers from both parties, 
speaking on Sunday’s news shows, 
signaled that even more inquiries 
were likely. The Senate verdict Sat-
urday, with its 57-43 majority fall-
ing 10 votes short of the two-thirds 
needed to convict Trump, hardly 
put to rest the debate about the 
Republican former president’s cul-
pability for the Jan. 6 assault.

“There should be a com-
plete investigation about what 

U.S. sets new course on immigration
Biden leaves in place some Trump policies

Independent commission 
will examine Capitol riot
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DEMOCRAT DELIVERY DELAYED

Because of the winter storm, delivery of today’s 

Democrat to subscribers and newsstands will be 

delayed until Wednesday. Go to lebanondemocrat.

com to see today’s paper. For nonsubscribers, the 

paywall has been lifted.
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