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Gov. Bill Lee emphasized the 
need Monday for businesses to 
take the “Tennessee Pledge” as he 
begins to reopen the state’s econ-
omy even as COVID-19 cases con-
tinue to rise.

Statewide, cases total 9,918 as 
of 2 p.m. Monday, up 2.6% from 
Sunday’s 9,667 cases. In Wilson 
County, the number of cases is 246, 
with 28 of those being identified as 
residents of Elmcroft of Lebanon, 
as assisted living facility. Three 
Wilson County residents have died 
of the disease, and statewide the 
death total is 184.

On Monday, restaurants in 89 
of the state’s 95 counties were 
allowed to reopen under certain 
conditions, such as keeping diners 
6-feet apart and only seating 50% of 
capacity. Wednesday, retail stores 
will be allowed to reopen under 
similar restrictions, which are vol-
untary.

“We are cracking the door to 
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Cumberland University pro-
fessor and city historian Rick 
Bell announced his candidacy 
for mayor of Lebanon on Mon-
day and will appear on the 
ballot in November alongside 
incumbent Bernie Ash.

Bell is a former member of 
the Lebanon City Council, rep-
resenting Ward 6 from Feb-
ruary 2016 to December 2018 
after being appointed to fill a 
vacancy. He also serves on the 
Fiddlers Grove Executive Com-
mittee and as a board member 
for Historic Lebanon, Empow-
er Me Center, Leadership Wil-
son and Cumberland Region 
Tomorrow.

“Lebanon is my hometown, 
and it’s special to me,” Bell 

said of his decision to 
run. “We need to know 
where we come from 
in order to move for-
ward and create a place 
where people can con-
tinue to raise families 
and feel safe.”

Mayor Bernie Ash 
said he looks forward 
to the election and 
recalled his time work-
ing with Bell on the city 
council.

“I’ve known Rick for 
a long, long time and 
I welcome him to the 
race,” he said. “I’m sure 
it’s going to be a good 
exchange of ideas that will ben-
efit Lebanon.”

Bell’s priorities if elected 
include managing the city’s 

budget and continued 
populat ion growth, 
along with a focus on 
quality of life projects 
and city identity.

“Last year, Mayor 
Ash passed a 41% prop-
erty tax increase at a 
time when the econ-
omy was booming, 
our sales tax revenue 
was doing well and 
the city council had 
recently increased rev-
enue streams through 
impact fees,” Bell said. 
“I believe we need bet-
ter budget manage-
ment, and I understand 

that government should work 
within its budget.”

Ash said the proper ty tax 
increase came at a time when 

the city was between $1.2 and 
$1.7 million in debt, and he 
determined that the revenue 
coming in was not enough to 
cover the payments.

“I’ve got 25 years of experi-
ence in politics, and over the 
years I’ve established a posi-
tion as a fiscal and social con-
servative,” he said. “I’ve main-
tained a balanced and good 
budget, though I understand 
there was a large tax increase 
last year and I regret that.”

Regarding growth, Bell cited 
projects he worked on as a 
councilor as examples of ones 
he would introduce as mayor.

“When I was in the city coun-
cil, I helped create the Com-
prehensive Plan Task Force, 
which is a group of citizens 
working on a growth plan 
for our community,” he said. 

Bell to challenge Ash for mayor
Former city councilman names budget, growth as priorities 

Rick Bell

Bernie Ash
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Rick Heronemus’ 75th birth-
day started out the same as 
any other day since he began 
self-isolating nearly two months 
ago, but then the fire horn 
sounded — the signal for his 
wife Valerie to bring him out-
side.

Family and friends had been 
planning Heronemus a surprise 
party for weeks, and when he 
stepped onto his front porch 
he was greeted with a parade 
of cars, signs, well wishes and 
even a cake.

“I was really flabbergasted,” 
he said. “My wife had closed 

the blinds, turned off the moni-
tor for my security cameras and 
basically told me to sit down 
and shut up. All my friends, it 
was great. It was totally unex-
pected.”

Before going into isolation, 
Heronemus was an active mem-
ber of the community, serving 
on the Lebanon Senior Center’s 
board of directors, driving for 
Meals on Wheels and making 
connections as a Vietnam War 
veteran.

When helping to plan the 
par ty, stepdaughter Dean-
na Katchmark made sure to 
reach out to the people he met 
through those activities.

“Mom star ted stressing 
out big time because they are 
attached at each other’s hips,” 
she said. “They know 24/7, 
every breath they’re taking, 
where, when, what, how, why 
… but this was her idea. We just 
pretty much sent out a massive 
email to everybody saying that 
anyone willing and able that 
loves Rick, show up and show 
your support.”

Dozens of people answered 
the call, which allowed Her-
onemus to catch up with friends 
from a safe distance.

“Most of my friends are old 
school and don’t have smart 
phones, so there were three 

or four people there I hadn’t 
had any contact with in several 
weeks,” he said. “We really do 
miss the senior center, it’s like 
a family. They’ve been in touch 
with us constantly, making sure 
everything is OK and checking 
about whether we need food or 
anything.”

Teresa Botts, the Lebanon 
Senior Center’s assistant direc-
tor, said Heronemus is always 
a welcome presence, both as a 
board member and when join-
ing in activities.

“He’s just a fun guy,” she 
said. “He’s been coming out for 
about 10 years, and he’s always 
doing something to make peo-
ple laugh. He loves to dance 

A birthday for the books 

Community hosts surprise drive-by party for local veteran 

Rick and Valerie 
Heronemus 

wave to family 
and friends as 

they drive by for 
his surprise 

75th birthday 
party on  

Saturday.
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The Wilson County Board of 
Health has approved a status 
quo budget for 2020-21 as the 
county continues its fight against 
COVID-19, allocating a total of 
$149,913.

Of that amount, $71,420 is 
being directed toward the Wil-
son County Health Department 
and the remainder represents 
state appropriations. The state 
and federal governments are 
expected to cover any expenses 
associated with COVID-19 test-
ing.

“It’s above the county,” Wil-
son County Health Department 
Director Tim Diffenderfer said 
during the board’s meeting Mon-
day. “As we move forward, it’s 
fair to say about COVID-19 that 
any additional funding that we 
would need to do to help the cit-
izens of our county, that would 
definitely come through the 
state in collaboration with the 
federal government as well.”

T h e  W i l s o n  C o u n t y 

Health 
department 

approves $150K 
budget as virus 
fight continues 
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Seated (L-R) Clark McKinney, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director &

Embalmer; David Brooks, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer.

Standing (L-R) Wayne Foster & Claudean Bissinger, Funeral Assistants*;

Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)
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