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Anti-bullying signage has been 
erected in parks across Mt.Juliet to 
dissuade visitors from engaging in 
hateful behavior.

“We’ve been noticing a lot of kids 
in the playground that are acting up, 
that are going around picking on 
other kids,” Mt. Juliet Parks Director 
Rocky Lee said. “What we decided to 

do is to get out in front of it.”
The parks department has been 

seeing an increase in kids picking on 
other kids and had a recent incident 
where a child that had been harass-
ing another child followed them and 
their mother from the playground 
and punched the other child as he 
was trying to get into a car.

“We suspended him for a year 
from the park,” Lee said. “We’re not 

going to put up with the bullying. 
This is a safe place when you come 
to our parks. If you can’t control 
yourself, if you’ve got a bad attitude, 
you want to holler at people and cuss 
at people, you’re going to have to go 
somewhere else. We’re not going 
to stand for it, and we’ll have you 
removed from the parks.”

It’s the hope of the parks depart-
ment that when people read the 
signage that they’ll understand the 

Parks start anti-bullying initiative
Signage posted in all Mt. Juliet recreational areas

Submitted

Signs have been placed in Mt. Juliet’s parks to dissuade 
bullying.
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The Lebanon City Council 
voted to approve restrictions 
on front-yard parking in ward 2 
and ward 3 despite objections 
expressed by the city mayor, 

council members and citizens.
The counci l  passed the 

change, which will alter the Leb-
anon Zoning Code, by a 3-2 vote. 

Ward 2 council member Fred 
Burton was not present at the 
meeting.

“A lot of people worked hard 
on this for a long time,” Leba-
non Mayor Rick Bell said. “I’ve 
struggled with it throughout the 
entire process, and I really dis-
agree with the ordinance. I’m 
more of a conservative thinker. I 
believe in a limited government, 
and I really believe that when we 
start telling people where they 
can park their car on their pri-

vate property is overreaching.”
There is a standing rule where 

people cannot park on the street, 
and the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act (ADA) says that peo-
ple cannot park on the sidewalk. 
Bell believes that an additional 
restriction on parking in yards 
will cause additional parking 
problems.

“I know this happens in a few 
places, but placing a rule on 
thousands of people I think is 
too much,” Bell said. “It’s going 

to be difficult to enforce, as the 
staff has discussed, and I really 
believe this is causing a problem 
where a true problem does not 
exist.”

Ward 3 Council  Member 
Camille Burdine said that there 
had previously been a similar 
rule in the city’s zoning code.

“This has gone through plan-
ning one time, and then, we 
pulled it so we could amend it 

Front-yard parking sparks debate
Lebanon City 

Council approves 
new restrictions

Joey        
Carmack

Camille 
Burdine
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I
n 1957, Nettie Freed’s 
grandfather, Allen Freed, 
hosted the Paramount 

Theatre’s first rock and roll 
concert in New York.

The next day, the New York 
Times wrote that “teenage rock n 
roll enthusiasts stormed in Times 
Square before dawn yesterday. 
All day long, they filled sidewalks, 
tied up traffic and eventually 
required the attention of 175 
policemen.”

“This was considered a riot 
when it happened, but the thing 
is, it wasn’t a riot,” Nettie Fried 
said. “If you look at it, it’s pretty 
organized. They’re not rioting. 
They’re not hurting anybody. 
They were all just trying to see 
some music.”

Over 65 years later, Freed has 
opened her own recording studio 
alongside business partner Daryl 
Hill in Lebanon. The main house 
attached to Spellbound Records is 
a place filled with nods to Freed’s 
grandfather, and artists are allowed 
to stay in the house. Posters and 
photos of Freed and his work line 
the walls of both floors.

“I think rock ‘n roll is the most 
important part of the American 
legacy,” Freed said. “It’s not just a 
style of music ... it’s an attitude.”

Freed moved to Tennessee with 
her husband in 2020, and when 
they first arrived, Hill invited her 
to a blues jam.

“I’ve been travelling to 
Nashville for many years and 
recording in studios in Nashville, 
but I had no idea about the 
incredible music that’s going on 
right here in Wilson County,” 
Freed said.

A place for artists to work
New recording 

studio in Lebanon 
creates a space 

for creatives

Allen Freed’s granddaughter, Nettie Freed (at left), has opened her own 
recording studio alongside business partner Daryl Hill in Lebanon. The 
main house attached to Spellbound Records is a place filled with posters 
and nods to Freed’s grandfather’s career, and artists can stay in the house.

Photos by Abbey Nutter/Lebanon Democrat

Spellbound Records in Lebanon is open for business. The studio itself was 
designed by acoustician Steven Durr, and the lighting design was done 
by Joe Kaplan.
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When Water town High 
School Student MaKayla 
Tyree took on a capstone 
project for the Future Busi-
ness Leaders of America, she 
wanted to do something that 
would allow her to give back 
to the community.

The Watertown Clothing 
Basket was born from the 
15-year-old’s idea of taking 
items from schools’ ”lost-
and-founds” that would nor-
mally be donated to Good-
will and giving them away 
to people in the community 
for free. Jackets and hoodies 
have been pre-washed before 
being displayed every Satur-
day in February at First Bap-
tist Church in Watertown.

This Saturday is the last 

Lost-and-found  
items turned into 

community project

Teen organizes clothing giveaway

Photos submitted

MaKayla Tyree, 15, started the Watertown Clothing Basket as 
a part of capstone project for the Future Business Leaders of 
America. The Watertown High School Student gathered 
donated items from schools’ lost-and-found collections and 
cleaned them before setting up at First Baptist Church in 
Watertown to give them away.

Watertown High School stu-
dent MaKayla Tyree, 15, 
started the Watertown 
Clothing Basket as a part of 
capstone project for the 
Future Business Leaders of 
America. Her signs attracted 
the attention of people on 
the roadways, who were 
able to receive the clothing 
she’d collected. SEE TEEN/PAGE A6
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