
Hartsville 
Vidette

The

Started by Civil War General John Hunt Morgan, bringing Trousdale County’s news for more than 150 years and counting

Volume 161 • No. 8

hartsvillevidette.com

$1.50

Thursday
February 23, 2023

Jack McCall talks about saving a pocket knife.

Page a5

MOrE INsIdECONNECT WITh us

Connect with us socially. 

Get the e-edition at 

hartsvillevidette.com.

By rOXaNNE LaMBErT
ROXANNELAMBERT@       

HARTSVILLEVIDETTE.COM

A
s Valentine’s Day 
came and went last 
week, local florists 

rushed to fill and delivery 
orders for bouquets and 
flower arrangements on 
one of the floral industry’s 
busiest days of the year.

Even veteran florists 
like Wendy Dallas, owner 
of Lafayette’s the Flower 
and Gift Shoppe, and Mary 
Hurst, the manager of 
Hartsville’s SaGrace Farms 
Florist, were no exception 
as they dealt with last-min-
ute orders to meet the day’s 
high demands.

“We were busy,” said 
Hurst. “I am a twenty 
20-plus-year veteran of the 
floral trade, so it’s not my 
first rodeo. Valentine’s Day 
is one of our biggest days of 
the year.”

Dallas added, “We were 
extremely busy, but we 
were blessed. We sold out 
of every flower we had in 
stock.”

With last-minute requests 
for flowers, especially red 
roses, area florists ran into 
shortages as they scrambled 
to get deliveries out the 
door.

“A lot of people don’t 
understand when the florists 
say (to) order early that 
we are trying to get things 
lined up for our deliveries, 
and when people come in 
at the last minute, it leaves 
us scrambling,” said Dallas. 
“By 10 a.m. on Monday, we 
ran out of red roses. We 

had people come in (on Val-
entine’s Day) wanting red 
roses, but we didn’t have 
any.”

Hurst added, “We had 
orders trickling in on Thurs-
day, Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday, because everybody 
had their mind on the Super 
Bowl, so we were very slow. 
But, then, on Monday morn-
ing, we started at 7 a.m. and 
didn’t stop until closing. We 
had plenty of fresh cuts, but 
of course, everybody want-
ed roses. So, we ran out of 

roses by 2 p.m.”
Following the Valentine’s 

Day rush, both Hurst and 
Dallas agreed that the next 
dash for fresh flowers will 
be on Mother’s Day, as both 
are quite demanding.

“Valentine’s Day and 
Mother’s Day are our two 
busiest days of the year,” 
said Dallas. “We are busy 
every day, but those days 
are much busier than nor-
mal.

Runaway roses
Local florists feel  
the impact of the 

Valentine’s Day rush
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A high demand for flowers and last-minute requests kept SaGrace 
Farms Florist manager Mary Hurst busy filling and delivering 
orders for customers last week for Valentine’s Day.
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Discussions continued on 
Thursday night at the Trousdale 
County School Board meeting 
regarding Tennessee’s Third 
Grade Literacy Law. As one part 
of the new legislation, students 

who score below 
grade level on 
the Tennessee 
Comprehensive 
Assessment Pro-
gram (TCAP) will 
be required to 
attend Summer 
Learning Camp 
in order to be pro-
moted to four th 
grade.

According to 
Trousdale Coun-
ty  Elementar y 
School  Pr inc i -
pa l  Demetr ice 
Badru, Summer 
Learning Camp 
is a good safety 
net for students 
who are wavering 

between working on or below 
grade level, and she encourages 
parents to take advantage of the 
opportunity for their children.

However, though multiple 
ef for ts have been made by 
Badru to communicate to par-
ents the need to sign students 
up for Summer Learning Camp, 
only 17 families have responded 
so far.

“Although no one is able to 
predict how a student will 
per form on one assessment 
(TCAP), it is essential that par-
ents take advantage of all the 
information, tools, practice 

opportunities, and safety nets 
so that our students can read 
at grade level upon the comple-
tion of third grade,” said Badru. 
“Summer Learning Camp is one 
of the best opportunities that we 
have available to help get our 
students promoted to the fourth 
grade.”

Trousdale County Director of 
Schools Clint Satterfield added, 
“We are asking all of our third-
grade parents to register their 
students online for Summer 
Learning Camp by March 3 
in order for us to provide the 
highest quality learning expe-
rience necessary to get our stu-
dents promoted to the fourth 
grade.”

Deadline approaches for 
Summer Learning Camp
Program can help 

third-grade students 
get promoted
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At the school board meeting on 
Thursday night, Trousdale County 
Director of Schools Clint Satter-
field encouraged parents to get 
their students signed up for Sum-
mer Learning Camp by the March 
3 deadline.

Clint 
satterfield

demetrice 
Badru
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On Feb. 14, Trousdale 
County  F i r e  Chie f  Jay 
Woodard turned in 
his resignation to 
T rousdale County 
Mayor Jack McCall.

Wo o d a r d ,  w h o 
came from Nash-
ville to take the posi-
tion as chief a little 
more than two years, 
made the decision to 
retire.

Woodard’s  deci -
sion to leave the fire depart-
ment  now requires the 
mayor to select an interim 
fire chief until the position 
can be permanently filled.

“Effective (Feb. 14), chief 
Jay Woodard resigned as 

fire chief,” said McCall. “I 
will try to appoint an inter-
im as quickly as I can, hope-
fully, within the next two 
weeks.

“But until I have a chance 
to meet with the firefighters 
next week and get a pretty 
good feel for what they’re 
thinking and what their 
wishes are, I’m not going 

to appoint anyone as 
interim.”

Although McCall’s 
p l a n  i s  t o  m o v e 
q u i c k l y  i n  h i s 
appointment, accord-
i n g  t o  Wo o d a r d , 
until that time, the 
mayor will ser ve as 
the acting fire chief 
while he considers 
who he will select as 

interim.
“Until the mayor appoints 

somebody, he is considered 
the fire chief,” said Wood-
ard.

Fire chief turns 
in resignation

Interim chief 
expected to be 

announced soon

Jay  
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A firestorm may be brew-
ing for the Trousdale County 
Emergency Management Ser-

vices (EMS) as it 
faces critical per-
sonnel shortages 
and over worked 
employees.

At its meeting 
o n  We d n e s d a y 
night, the Trous-
d a l e  C o u n t y 
Emergency Ser-
vices Committee 
conferred on the 

issue and agreed that some-
thing must be done soon to 
give overworked EMS workers 
relief.

“In an interesting tur n of 

events, Mr. (Trousdale County 
Emergency Management Agen-
cy Director Matt) Batey sent 
me one of his paramedics (last) 
week,” said Trousdale County 
Mayor Jack McCall. 

“But I wasn’t  sure why a 

paramedic was being sent to 
me. We had a lengthy discus-
sion about over time, and it 
was ver y enlightening to me, 
because I saw a man in my 

Firestorm brewing 
for Trousdale EMS

Extreme overtime 
causes concern
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At a meeting of the Trousdale County Emergency Services Committee 
on Wednesday night, committee members agreed that something must 
be done soon to give already overworked EMS workers some relief.

Matt  
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