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MT. JULIET — Green Hill 
took advantage of Lebanon 
errors to overcome an early Blue 
Devil lead and force a deciding 
third game in the District 9-4A 
tournament bracket Tuesday on 
the Hill.

A leadoff walk and two errors 
resulted in four unearned runs 
in the bottom of the second 
inning for the Hawks on a two-
run double by Gabe Gray and 
an RBI single by Tate Riley. The 
pair also drove in Green Hill’s 
final two runs in the sixth with 
Riley’s coming on the first pitch 
from reliever Cade Thorne after 
starter Bryce Fuller was chased 
after 5 2/3 innings.

Denton Dodson’s two-run sin-
gle staked Lebanon to a 2-0 lead 
in the top of the second inning. 
Connor Gannon reached after 
two Hawk outfielders collided 
on his fly ball to deep right-cen-
ter field. Logan Sullivan followed 
with a walk.

But the Blue Devils could 
muster little offense afterward 
against left-hander Corbin Carv-
er, who allowed five hits in four 
innings before right-hander 
Jackson Zoccola got a three-in-
ning save with one hit allowed.

Fuller surrendered six runs on 
four hits with seven strikeouts 
before Thorne got the final out.

Lebanon outhit the Hawks 
6-5. Dodson and Brody Hays 

had two hits apiece for Lebanon 
while Gray and Riley matched 
that total for Green Hill. Gray 
had two doubles and three RBIs 
from the No. 8 hole. Copeland 

Bradford hit a ground-rule dou-
ble over the left-field wall for the 
Blue Devils.

The teams met in the rubber 
game last night at Brent Foster 

Field with the winner going to 
Mt. Juliet at 7 p.m. today for the 
one-game championship. Last 
night’s winner will also join Mt. 
Juliet in next week’s Region 5-4A 

tournament. The Blue Devils are 
seeking their first region appear-
ance since 2009 and first district 
championship since 1993.

BEARS ROLL INTO  
DISTRICT FINAL, REGION
COOKEVILLE — Mt. Juliet 

rolled into the inaugural District 
9-4A baseball championship 
game, and next week’s Region 
5-4A tourney, with a 9-5 win over 
Cookeville on Tuesday to sweep 
the best-of-three bracket.

Winning pitcher Justin Lee 
helped his cause with a first-in-
ning RBI single as the Golden 
Bears grabbed a 4-0 lead.

Cookeville cut the lead in 
half in the bottom of the inning 
and climbed to within 5-4 in the 
third. But the Bears tacked on 
runs by scoring in five of their 
seven at-bats, finishing with 
nine hits, to advance to today’s 
7 p.m. championship game at 
MJHS’ Mel Brown Athletic Com-
plex against last night’s Green 
Hill-Lebanon winner. Tonight’s 
winner will host a region game 
Monday while the runner-up 
goes on the road.

Lee scattered five runs (two 
earned) on six hits and a walk 
with eight strikeouts in 6 1/3 
innings. Keaton Reese recorded 
the final two outs to seal the win 
as Mt. Juliet moved to 26-9-1 for 
the season.

BY DEMOCRAT STAFF

GLADEVILLE — Mt. 
Juliet edged host, and 
top-seeded, Wilson Cen-
tral 2-1 Tuesday night to 
reach the first-ever District 
9-4A softball championship 
game.

Annalise Mecklenburg’s 
fielder’s choice in the top 
of the seventh inning broke 
a 1-1 tie against Kyleigh 
Pitzer.

Mt. Juliet left-hander Tay-
lor Haymans struck out 
eight while Pitzer punched 
out four in the pitcher’s duel 
which saw both teams score 
in the first inning.

Mecklenburg’s RBI dou-
ble staked Mt. Juliet to a 1-0 
lead before Cloe Smith’s 
run-scoring triple tied it for 
Central in the bottom of the 
first.

Mt. Juliet edged Central 
in hits 6-5.

The Lady Wildcats faced 
Green Hill in the loser’s 
bracket final yesterday with 
the winner turning around 
to battle Mt. Juliet for the 
championship. If the Lady 

Bears lost, the “if neces-
sary” game is set for 6 p.m. 
today at Wilson Central. 
Regardless, MJ and the 
Green Hill-Central winner 
will advance to next week’s 
Region 5-4A tournament 
with the district champion 

playing host to a first-round 
game while the runner up 
goes on the road.

GREEN HILL  
OUSTS LEBANON

GLADEVILLE — Green 
Hill knocked Lebanon 

out of the inaugural Dis-
trict 9-4A softball tourna-
ment with a 9-2 loser’s 
bracket win Tuesday at  
Wilson Central.

Lockard Boyle drove in 
four runs and Allison Brake 
two for the Lady Hawks, 

who broke a 1-1 tie with a 
run in the bottom of the 
third inning on a Maliyah 
Wilkins homer. They broke 
the game open with four in 
the fourth on a home run by

Boyle and an RBI by 
Emily Legrand. They added 
three more in the sixth, fin-
ishing with 11 hits. Boyle, 
Brake and Legrand doubled 
as they and Keeton Brown 
each banged out two hits.

Alex Felts pitched 4 1/3 
innings for the win before 
Sophia Waters worked the 
final 2 2/3 for the save as 
they combined to allow 
seven hits.

Karlee Wright pitched 
three innings for the Lady 
Blue Devils, who received 
five strikeouts from Aly 
Dickerson before Laina 
Knight recorded the final 
two outs.

Carissa Ball doubled for 
the Lady Devils.

Green Hill advanced to 
yesterday’s loser’s bracket 
final against Wilson Cen-
tral with the winner turn-
ing around to take on Mt. 

Juliet in the championship 
round. If the Lady Bears 
lost last night, the “if nec-
essary” game is slated for 
6 p.m. today at WCHS. Both 
finalists will be in the Region 
5-4A tournament next week 
with the district champion 
playing at home.

WATERTOWN 
KNOCKED INTO 6-2A 

LOSER’S BRACKET
WESTMORELAND — 

Top-seeded Westmoreland 
scored five runs in the first 
inning Tuesday and never 
looked back in an 8-1 win 
over No. 2 Watertown in 
the District 6-2A tourna-
ment.

The Lady Eagles had 
just five hits of f Gabby 
Burton and Danielle Pryor, 
but Watertown committed 
seven errors, making just 
one of the runs earned.

Water town f in ished 
with four hits, including a 
Rachel Cromer home run 
in the sixth.

SMYRNA — West 
Wilson eighth-grader 
Isaac Craig won the Mid-
dle Tennessee Middle 
School bowling cham-
pionship by two pins at 
Smyrna Bowling Center 
last week.

Craig had an over-
all pinfall of 406 while 
defending champion 
Westyn Gr i f f in  had 
404. Craig won the first 
round 224-213. Grif fin 
won the second round 
191-182, but Craig had 
the advantage in overall 
pinfall.

He defeated Nathan 
Gibson 179-143 in the 
semifinals after downing 
Matteo Quintero 196-181 
in the quarterfinals. He 
knocked of f Braydon 
Street 218-122 in the 
opening round.

His West Wilson team-
mate, C.J. McCoy, won 
the round of 16 over 
Zachariah McLean 176-
171 before falling in the 
quar ter finals to Ethan 
Morrow 201-173.
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Green Hill’s girls defeated Hendersonville for the second-year Lady Hawks’ inaugural dis-
trict tennis championship Tuesday at Hendersonville’s Memorial Park. Members of the 
12-0 Lady Hawks are (front row from left) junior Ava Trahan, freshman Kate Shamblin, 
junior Shelby Brunson, sophomore Sophia Parcescu and freshman Addison White. In the 
back row are coaches Maggie Burk and Rachel Ryan and sophomore Addison Crews.

Green Hill girls win district tennis tourney

Green Hill forces deciding third game with Lebanon

ANDY REED • The Lebanon Democrat

Green Hill coach Kyle Muhlsteff waves Griggs Chandler around to score for a 5-2 Hawks lead in the sixth 
inning as Lebanon third baseman Connor Gannon (28) watches Gabe Gray (left background) approach sec-
ond base on his RBI double.

Lady Bears edge Central 2-1 to reach 9-4A final, region

ANDY REED • The Lebanon Democrat

Wilson Central’s Kristen Smith slides around the tag attempt of Lebanon shortstop Keeli 
Davis for a first-inning stolen base as Lady Devil second baseman Alaina Smith watches 
Monday.

West Wilson’s Craig wins 
middle school bowling title

Submitted

West Wilson’s Isaac Craig hoists his Middle Tennessee 
Middle School bowling championship trophy.

SEE LEBANON/PAGE B6

SEE CENTRAL/PAGE B3

http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=a54242e8-258e-512b-835d-04b710ae5601
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B6&uuid=a54242e8-258e-512b-835d-04b710ae5601
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B3&uuid=a54242e8-258e-512b-835d-04b710ae5601

