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WILMINGTON, Del .  — 
Democrats formally nominated 
Joe Biden as their presidential 
candidate, with 
par ty elders, a 
new generation 
of politicians and 
voters in ever y 
state joining in 
a n  e x t r a o r d i -
nar y, pandem-
ic-cramped vir-
tual convention 
to send him into 
the general election campaign to 
oust President Donald Trump.

For someone who has spent 
more than three decades eye-
ing the presidency, the moment 
Tuesday night was the real-
ization of a long-sought goal. 
But it occurred in a way that 
the 77-year-old Biden couldn’t 
have imagined just months ago 
as the coronavirus pandemic 
prompted profound change 
across the country and in his 
presidential campaign.

Instead of a Milwaukee con-
vention hall as initially planned, 
the roll call of convention dele-
gates played out in a combina-
tion of live and recorded video 
feeds from American landmarks 
packed with meaning: Ala-
bama’s Edmund Pettus Bridge, 
the headwaters of the Missis-
sippi River, a Puerto Rican com-
munity still recovering from a 
hurricane and Washington’s 
Black Lives Matter Plaza.

Biden celebrated his new status 
as the Democratic nominee along-
side his wife and grandchildren 
in a Delaware school library. His 
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The Lebanon City Council 
deferred a first reading vote to 
adopt the South Hartmann Gate-
way Overlay at its meeting Tues-
day after hearing concerns from 
citizens, with Mayor Bernie Ash 
breaking a 3-3 tie.

Councilors Joey Carmack, 
Fred Bur ton and Jeni Lind 
Brinkman voted to defer, while 
Councilors Camille Burdine, 
Chris Crowell and Tick Bryan 
voted to hold a first reading.

If it passes the council, the 
South Hartmann Gateway over-
lay will serve as a design guide 

for future development in that 
area. However, some residents 
are worried about the plan’s 
guidelines for future housing 
development.

General Sessions Court Judge 
Ensley Hagan said he is particu-
larly opposed to language requir-
ing developers to include open 

spaces like parks in projects 
more than 15 acres.

“I don’t think the city can 
legally do that,” he said. “Even if 
the city could do it, is it the right 
thing to do? Is it the right thing 
for a government to be telling 
private property owners what 
they can and can’t do with their 
property? I would ask the coun-
cil to think about that.”

Hagan has been involved in 

conversations related to South 
Hartmann over the last several 
months and chaired the Vision-
ing Committee for the city’s 2040 
Comprehensive Plan.

“I think we’ve got a great city 
and I think it can only get better,” 
he said. “Many parts of this plan 
are very good, but that one in par-
ticular I think is very problematic.”

South Hartmann Gateway Overlay stalls after council’s tie vote 
Residents share concerns on development guidelines
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Wilson County is encouraged by its 
coronavirus cases trending down over 
the past week despite schools reopening 
across the area, though any long-term 
impact should be clearer after two weeks 
to account for the virus’ incubation period.

The county has been under a mask man-
date since July 20, when the case average 

per day was at 39.5, and the local school 
systems are also enforcing mask man-
dates.

“Our numbers are going down,” Mayor 
Randall Hutto said during the Wilson 
County Commission’s meeting Monday. 
“Today we had a low of 17, yesterday was 
27 and the two days before that was 23 and 
23, so the first time we’ve had in the 20s 
for four days in a row … that’s a positive 

for us here.”
The Lebanon Special School District 

reopened on Aug. 10, meaning the num-
bers Hutto cited were all reported since 
then. Wilson County Schools and Cumber-
land University both reopened on Monday, 
and the county has seen 79 new cases so 
far this week (17 Monday, 25 Tuesday and 
37 Wednesday).

Wait times for testing results have var-
ied throughout the pandemic, but LSSD 

COVID-19 trending down as mask 
mandate deadline approaches

No significant case impact from schools so far 
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W
hen Virginia 
Laudeman thinks 
back to her time 

growing up on the farm in 
Shop Springs, she thinks of 
her grandmother Miranda 
Tucker-Forbes and the 
stories she told her about the 
women’s suffrage movement.

Tucker-Forbes is buried 
in Cedar Grove Cemetery 
and taught in one-room 
schoolhouse on the border 
between Wilson and Smith 
Counties. Thanks to her 
influence, Laudeman has voted 
in every election since she 
turned 18.

“When she married my 
grandfather, she had to 
retire from being a teacher 
because they did not hire 
female teachers if they were 
going to be in the family way,” 
Laudeman said. “They knew if 
she got married she’d probably 
get pregnant, and you just 
didn’t do that back then … she 

retired to the farm, and my 
grandfather Ebb Forbes, they 
lived in the Shop Springs area.”

Tucker-Forbes spent her 
days helping on the farm, but 
also kept up with the women’s 
suffrage movement — which 
was at the height of its push for 

voting rights.
“From 1954 to 1960, I stayed 

with her a lot while my parents 
worked, and she told me about 
the suffrage movement,” 
Laudeman said. “She told me 
that it was very important 
that it occurred, and she told 

me all about how the women 
had been in Nashville. There 
were two sides, the side that 
wanted women to have the 
right to vote, which were called 
yellow flowers, and then there 

RIGHTFULLY HERS
Wilson County 
reflects on 100 

years of women’s 
voting rights 

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Lebanon residents gather at the Fite-Fessenden Museum and Community Events Center to commemo-
rate the 19th Amendment’s 100th anniversary on Tuesday.
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