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Complaint against LPD leadership investigated
Chief Justice, Major Lafferty deny
accusations from fellow officer
BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Tennessee comptroller’s
office is investigating multiple
alleged violations by Lebanon
Police Chief Mike Justice and
Major Koy Lafferty after Mayor
Bernie Ash received a complaint
against them on Aug. 31.
Lt. Scott Massey filed the complaint, which includes allegations dating as far back as 2010
— primarily concerning the mis-

use of property seized in drug
enforcement cases, a request
to destroy drug evidence and
domestic assault. City Attorney
Andy Wright, Human Resources
Director Sylvia Reichle, Finance
Commissioner Stuar t Lawson
and Ash are also conducting an
internal inquiry into the matter.
“In today’s climate of police
corruption, these are the type
(of) incidents that cause our citizens to be fed up,” Massey wrote

in his complaint.
“It is long overdue for the people
who have taken
advantage of the
system, and made
many mistakes
along the way and
never (been) held Mike Justice
accountable, to
have to answer for their actions.”
Justice and Laf fer ty have
denied all accusations, except
for a detail included in one complaint alleging that Justice failed
to properly maintain a patrol
vehicle before his promotion to
chief.

“Thus far we
have detected no
ir regularities in
the drug seizure
and for feiture
process which
was the basis of
the initial comKoy Lafferty plaint,” Wright
said in a statement. “But out of an abundance
of caution, and for full transparency, we have asked for the
comptroller’s office to review the
information.”
The city plans to release a follow-up statement after finishing
its inquiry and hearing from the

comptroller’s office. Justice and
Lafferty both remain on active
duty in the meantime.
Massey has also requested
the destruction of a reprimand
he received during an internal
investigation into Sgt. Kenny
Powers, who was accused of not
correctly reporting his involvement in a pursuit. Massey told
Powers the source of the complaint against him and was a
given a reprimand stating he
failed to follow orders by doing
so, but he maintains he was not
given such an order.
SEE LPD/PAGE A4

Sherry’s Run
5K raises
$185,000 for
cancer patients
Virtual event sees 1,300
runners across 10 states
BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

“This is another crisis,
another crisis he won’t
take r esponsibility for,”
Biden said. “If you give a
climate denier four more
years in the White House,
why would we be surprised
that we have more America
ablaze?”

COVID-19 may have stopped the world
in its tracks, but it hasn’t stop cancer.
Fortunately for hundreds of local families, it hasn’t stop Sherry’s Run either.
The 17th Annual Sherry’s Run 5K Run/
Walk went virtual this year and raised
more than $185,000 to provide assistance
for families battling cancer. More than
1,300 people representing 10 states and
Washington, D.C. participated.
“We really didn’t know how this year
was going to go, so we’ve been very blessed,” Sherr y’s Run Marketing Director
Katie Henson said. “God has a way of providing, and I feel like it went well. People
celebrated in their own ways at the parks,
or had smaller get-togethers in their
churches. I had someone tag us on Instagram and they were in California walking.
We had people out there from one end of
the country to the other celebrating Sherry’s Run, and it’s a great feeling.”
Par ticipation was down largely
because of competitive r unners and
teams looking to post their times, but
there was plenty of engagement from the
community.
“We felt like with this being our 17th
year and that everybody found out about
it being a virtual event, our folks would
still register,” Sherr y’s Run executive
board member and race director Scott
Jasper said. “Wilson County has been
doubly impacted this year between the
n and COVID-19, so it’s great that
tornado
people still realize the importance of fighting cancer.”
Race sponsorships remained on target,
with dozens of local businesses contributing to the total alongside participants’
race fees and other donations.
According to Sherr y’s Run Patient
Assistance Director Alisa Eakes, the
or ganization has pr ovided financial assistance for 107 families in and
around Wilson County so far this year.
Sherry’s Run also distributes free colon
cancer screening tests and offers colonoscopy assistance.
Wilson County residents run each year
to further that work, and many of them
also help out at the event. Ashlee Chance
has been involved with Sherry’s Run as
both a participant and volunteer since its
inception.
“My parents both passed away from
cancer within two years, and I’d started volunteering even before that to be
a part of the community and bring help
to patients,” she said. “After my parents
passed, it took on a whole new meaning.”
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Hunter Crocker holds on tight during the bull riding competition at the 3rd Annual FCA Rodeo, held Friday and Saturday at the
Wilson County Fairgrounds.

Fellowship of Christian Athletes Rodeo
sees largest turnout yet in third year
Proceeds to help students
attend sports, leadership camps
BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Competitors from across the countr y
squared off with some of the toughest bulls
and steers in the business at the 3rd Annual
Fellowship of Christian Athletes Rodeo, held
Friday and Saturday on the Wilson County
Fairgrounds.
The event is likely to bring in thousands
of dollars for FCA, but a total is unavailable
at press time. Ed Barber of Mending Fences Cowboy Church, which organizes the
rodeo, said it was their largest turnout to
date and that a dollar estimate could solidify on Tuesday.
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Seth McDaniel wrestles a steer to the ground during the 3rd Annual FCA Rodeo.

Trump, Biden facing off on wildfires burning in California
BY WILL WIESSERT AND
JONATHAN LEMIRE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WILMINGTON, Del. —
President Donald Tr ump
and challenger Joe Biden
focused their pr esiden tial battle on the wildfire-scorched West Coast
Monday, with Trump meeting fire of ficials in Califor-

nia while Biden declared
the fires and recent extreme
weather underscore an
urgent need to address climate change.
The dueling events
marked a stark moment on
the campaign trail, where
the two candidates’ dramatically contrasting outlooks
on climate change — and
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the impact it has had on the
record-setting fires ravaging California, Oregon and
Washington state — were
front-and-center.
Biden lashed at Tr ump,
saying the moment requires
“leadership, not scapegoating” and that “it’s clear
we are not safe in Donald
Trump’s America.”
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Wilson Central demolishes
Kenwood with 49-19 victory.
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