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Watertown Lady Tigers make 

run at state volleyball title.  B175 cents

Main Street Mercantile & 
Creamery has found a home 
on the Lebanon Square. 
Inside its location at 128 Pub-
lic Square visitors will find ice 
cream, cookies, and a variety 
of gift options.

Hunter Collins and his wife 
Sarah are the owners of Pop-
pies Boutique on the square. 
They sat down together to 
discuss the option of bringing 

something different to one of 
the vacant shops nearby. After 
some research, they saw a 
need for an ice cream parlor 
that would also include a local 
gift shop. Hunter discussed 
this with Sarah’s cousin, Jake 
Sloan, and the two of them 
decided to move forward with 
the idea.

Collins has always been 
an entrepreneur and Sloan 
had a desire to own his own 
small business one day. The 

conversation became real-
ity this week as they opened 
their doors for a soft opening. 
Collins’ favorite ice cream fla-
vor they serve is cookies and 
cream, while Sloan enjoys 
their cobbler shakes the best.

“We needed an ice cream 
shop,” one customer said 
while trying to choose a flavor.

In addition to the ice cream, 
visitors can purchase gifts. 
Most of the shop’s items are 
Tennessee based products 

including Christie Cookie Co., 
Split Bean Roasting Co., Love-
less Café, and Harmony Lane 
Farms. The shop is stocked 
with apparel, snacks, décor, 
home goods and more.

SEE SHOP/PAGE A3
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The Mill at Lebanon is gearing up to 
host its seventh annual The Mill at Christ-
mas on Nov. 1-2.

The Mill at Christmas is a ticketed 
event that’s been organized each year 
since 2012 as a shopping expo. It’s usually 
hosted in early November as a means to 
provide people in the community with a 
novel source of holiday gift ideas while 
there’s still time to shop. A portion of the 
proceeds, however, always goes to a char-
ity, which is the part that most excites 
Laura Comer, event and sales manager at 
The Mill.

“It wasn’t until five years ago,” Comer 
told the Democrat, “that we started decid-
ing to give a portion to a nonprofit and for 
no other reason than it was just a good 
opportunity.”

Comer took her position five years 
ago and managed to convince owners of 
The Mill that the charity and community 
involvement aspects were worth doing.

Previous charities that have benefit-
ted from the event are both local and 
national organizations like New Leash 
on Life, the Salvation Army and Wilson 
County Music. The Mill brings events 
to the county all year, but Comer felt it 
was more important to give back to the 
community, especially during the holiday 
season.

This year, not only can shoppers get a 
head-start on Christmas shopping, they 
can also support Compassionate Hands of 
Wilson County, a seasonal homeless shel-
ter founded by a Christian group in 2013 
and now supported by 34 churches of 16 
different denominations or faiths.

This marks the second consecutive 
year that proceeds go to Compassion-
ate Hands and the nonprofit will have a 
booth at the event to answer shoppers’ 
questions about how people can help the 
homeless.

Another new feature is the absorption 
of the Suzuki String Program from the 
Cumberland University Arts Academy. In 
recent months, Cumberland closed down 
the academy.

“The Suzuki String Program had been 
part of that over there, and we adopted 
them,” Diane Parness, business manager 
at The Mill, told the Democrat.

The Suzuki Strings will play for the 
event on Saturday, which is an entirely 
free day to enter. The ticketed portion  
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Compassionate Hands 
will be the beneficiary

The Mill at 
Christmas 
will offer 

new features

T
hursday’s 10th annual Taste of Wilson 
County drew 75 vendors, more than 
1,000 guests and raised over $19,500.

According to the Lebanon Wilson 
County Chamber of Commerce, their were 
around 75 vendors and over 1,000 people 
in attendance.

“The turnout was record-setting for 
us last night,” said Lebanon Wilson 
County Chamber of Commerce President 
Melanie Minter. “People really enjoyed 
watching the culinary departments at work 
during the Culinary Challenge. All our 
marketplace and vendors were a hit, too.”

Taste of Wilson County is the 
chamber’s primary education fundraiser.

“As of 2018, Taste of Wilson County had 
funded 516 teacher grants,” said Minter. 
“We’ve given out more than $229,000.”

Vendors and attendees alike enjoyed 
seeing what sorts of things Wilson County 
has to offer.

“We were really trying to highlight 
and showcase what Wilson County is all 
about,” Minter said. “I think the event on 
Thursday night did just that.”

Shannon Henry and Steve Lurie, the 
managers of Recycled Granite Nashville, 
had a booth set up where they were selling 
handcrafted granite pieces.

“Our mission is to create jobs, reduce 
waste and make the world a better place,” 
Henry said. “We work with special needs 
people, having them help us make some 
of our granite jewelry, to teach them job 
schools.”

Lurie said they use reclaimed wood 
pallets and granite.

“Our goal is to keep it out of the landfills 
and turn it into jewelry, backsplashes and 
homegoods instead,” Lurie said.

The Lebanon Special School District 
Kindness Cadets volunteered at the event.

“We’re here as seekers, which basically 

just means it’s our job to see when the 
trash needs to be taken out,” said Britony 
Gill, one of the cadets. “We’re having a lot 
of fun here just volunteering and walking 
around.”
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Photos by Georgia Gallagher • Lebanon Democrat

Above: Peyton Lehew, a culinary arts stu-
dent at Lebanon High School, prepares 
food during the culinary challenge at Taste 
of Wilson County on Thursday eve-
ning. Right: Britony Gill and Leeny Jacobs, 
two LSSD Kindness Cadets, talk while listen-
ing to the band at Taste of Wilson County. 

Event raises more than $19,500

10TH ANNUAL TASTE OF WILSON COUNTY

More than 1,000 attend 

education fundraiser

ANKARA, Turkey — Pres-
ident Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan urged Donald Trump to 
“hand over” the leader of a 
Kurdish militia who’s been 
invited to the U.S. by sena-
tors, calling the commander 
and his fighters terrorists.

Hours after Trump said in 
a tweet that he had “really 

enjoyed” talking to Mazloum 
Abdi, the assumed name of 
the head of the Kurdish-led 
Syrian Democratic Forces, 
Erdogan hit back at the U.S. 
for giving an audience to a 
wanted criminal in an allied 
state.

“He is a terrorist with 
the code name Mazloum,” 
Erdogan told state broad-
caster TRT late on Thursday. 

“America needs to hand over 
this man to us.”

While the U.S. backed the 
SDF as a key component of 
the fight with Islamic State 
jihadists, Ankara considers 
the Syrian Kurdish fighters 
to be a major threat due to 
their ties to banned separat-
ists fighting for a homeland 
on Turkish soil.

Tr ump received wide-

spread criticism at home and 
abroad for his Oct. 6 decision 
to order U.S. troops in north-
ern Syria to stand aside from 
a Turkish military offensive 
targeting the Kurds. He has 
since claimed credit for a 
cease-fire and sought to por-
tray the Kurds as grateful for 
his intervention.

SEE ERDOGAN/PAGE A5

Erdogan hits back after Trump praises Kurdish militia leader
BY SELCAN HACAOGLU

BLOOMBERG NEWS

Hunter Collins, left,  
and Jake Sloan in their  

new business, Main Street  
Mercantile & Creamery, on  

the square in Lebanon.

Submitted photo

Ice cream shop opens on the Lebanon Square
Main Street Mercantile & Creamery carries gifts too
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