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A new technology assembly 
company announced plans that 
will create 1,400 new jobs in Wil-
son County over the next few 
years. The jobs are expected to 
offer average wages of $24 per 
hour.

Thermo Fisher Scientific made 
an official announcement earli-
er this week that the Waltham, 
Mass.-based life sciences com-
pany intended to establish a new 
manufacturing facility at the 
Speedway Industrial Park.

According to information from 
the Wilson County Joint Econom-

ic and Community Development 
Board, Thermo Fisher Scientific 
has committed more than $182 
million to the facility that will pro-
duce bioprocess containers and 
fluid transfer assemblies that are 
used by biopharma companies to 
develop therapeutics and vaccines.

JECDB Executive Director G.C. 

Hixson said on Wednesday the 
announcement represented the 
culmination of multiple moving 
parts.

“Thermo Fisher Scientific was 
looking at several markets in the 
Southeast,” he said. “Without 
the PILOT program it wouldn’t 
have been done. Grants from 
the state and TVA, being able to 
package all those things togeth-
er, made us competitive.”

PILOT stands for payment in 
lieu of taxes. Per the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior, it is a pay-
ment made to compensate a gov-
ernment for some or all of the 
property tax revenue lost due to 
tax exempt ownership or use of 
real property. It designed and con-
ventionally used to attract corpora-
tions to an area.

New manufacturing facility will create 1,400 jobs
Thermo Fisher to locate at Lebanon’s Speedway site
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The Sherry’s Run 5K Run/
Walk is just a couple days 
away, but registration is open 
for anyone who wishes to 
participate. This will be the 
18th annual installment of the 
event.

The run is organized by 
Sherry’s Hope, a nonprof-
it organization that works 
throughout the year to pro-
vide hope to families battling 
cancer in Wilson County and 
surrounding communities 
through emotional encourage-
ment and assistance.

Its mission is to raise money 
to aid people facing financial 
hardship due to a cancer diag-
nosis and treatment.

One of those individuals is 
Trayce Sackman, an atten-
dance officer at Watertown 
High School. Sackman said 
that she learned so much 
about Sherry’s Hope after she 
was diagnosed with breast 
cancer in 2012.

“People think of Sherry’s 
Hope and that they help with 
bills, but it’s so much more 
than that.”

Sackman said that it was the 
restaurant cards that really 
helped her out when she was 
going through chemotherapy 
and the smell of food made 
her nauseous.

At the time, Sackman had 
three children living at home 
with her, so these little ges-
tures went a long way. Her 
daughter and mother are 
also cancer survivors, and 
they enjoy the 5K run/walk 
because they can visit the sur-
vivors’ tent and be a part of an 
event that helped steady them 
through hard times.

Another recipient of aid 
from Sherr y’s Hope was 
Denise Garrett. She manages 
the Old Hickory Credit Union 
— Lebanon branch. Garrett 
said that when she was under-
going chemotherapy, Sherry’s 
Hope helped out in a critical 
way by supplementing her 
mortgage payments. With 
so many expenses stemming 
from her treatment, money 
was tight, so the aid was wel-
comed relief.

Sherry’s 
Run only 
two days 

away
Annual 5K helps 
fund namesake’s 

nonprofit
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W ilson  County  Schools 
Board of  Educat ion 
member  Jon  Whi te 
resigned Tuesday, cit-
ing the need to spend 
more time with his fam-
ily.

“The time commit-
ment is exponentially 
more than expected,” 
White said in an email 
Wednesday. “I did due diligence 
before running by speaking 

with current and former board 
members. I had a good under-
standing of what was going to 

be required. Covid has 
driven that requirement 
to levels no one could 
have expected.”

B o a r d  C h a i r m a n 
Larr y Tomlinson said 
White had been a good 
board member.

“I’m going to miss his 
levelheadedness,” he 

said. “He saw things through, is 
very smart, studied the issues 

and made his decisions based 
on what he thought was best for 
the people of his district.”

In his resignation letter, 
White wrote, “This is a person-
al decision and is no way asso-
ciated with anything of concern 
from the school district, school 
board or the community.”

White was elected to his 
Zone 3 post in August 2020. He 
defeated Don Weathers in the 
race to replace Mike Gwaltney, 
who did not seek reelection.

According to Tomlinson, the 
Wilson County Commission 
will appoint White’s replace-
ment.

Wilson County Mayor Ran-
dall Hutto said the commission 
will have 120 days to make the 
appointment, and the process 
includes notifying the public, 
accepting names for consider-
ation, commissioners’ nomi-
nating candidates, then com-
missioners voting on those 
candidates. The first candidate 
to receive a simple majority of 
commission votes wins.

The person selected by the 
commission will serve until the 
August 2022 general election, 
said Phillip Warren, Wilson 
County administrator of elec-
tions.

WCS board member White resigns post after a year
Zone 3 member cites workload, family

Jon White
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Following the release of the 
2020 census results, Wilson 
County is now faced with the 
task of reapportioning the 25 
commissioner districts.

Preliminary discussions for the 
process began Tuesday when the 
county’s redistricting committee 
gathered for the first time at the 
election office in Lebanon.

The committee is made up of 
five commissioners, four from 
the county’s road districts and 
one at-large member. Commis-
sioner Annette Staf ford was 
elected at large by the com-
mission, while commissioners 
Terr y Ashe, Tommie Jones, 
Jerr y McFarland and Lauren 
Breeze were elected to repre-
sent their road districts.

Based on the census, some 

areas around the county have 
experienced more rapid growth 
rates than others. Ten years 
ago, the last time the districts 
were redrawn, each district was 
designated to have 4,300 resi-
dents. Now, the average num-
ber of residents that should be 
in each district has eclipsed 
5,900.

This total does not reflect the 
number of registered voters in 

a given district but rather the 
total number of residents, which 
per the census is now 147,737 
countywide divided 25 ways.

Wilson County Administrator 
of Elections Phillip Warren said 
at the meeting that it’s import-
ant to remember “geography 
and population are two different 
things.”

Wilson County redistricting begins

Average district size jumps 1,600 residents, census finds

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Members of the Wilson County Redistricting Committee listen in as the administrator of elections, Phillip Warren, standing, shows the current 
district layout. Clockwise from left are Warren, Terry Ashe, Annette Stafford, Sue Vanatta, Tommie Jones, Lauren Breeze and Jerry McFarland.
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