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With much fanfare, the ribbon was cut 
on Gladeville Middle School Sunday after-
noon.

More than 2,000 people attended the 
ceremony, the district said, which featured 
Wilson Central High School’s JROTC 
honor guard, the GMS band and cheer-
leaders, GMS Principal Bethany Wilson, 
Wilson County Schools Director  Donna 
Wright, WCS board Chairman Larr y 
Thomlinson and WIlson County Mayor 
Randall Hutto. Members of the school 
board, county commission and state Reps. 
Susan Lynn and Clark Boyd were also on 
hand to give support.

“I’m proud to stand before you as we 
christen this new building,” Thomlinson 
said. “Gladeville is a special place. What  
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Gladeville Middle School 
ribbon-cutting held Sunday

BY ANGIE MAYES
SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

$46 million facility has 
1,500-student capacity

Angie Mayes | Lebanon Democrat

Principal Bethany Wilson cuts the ribbon Sunday on the new Gladeville Middle School. The 
school can hold up to 1,500 students and will start its first school year this fall.

Wilson County could experi-
ence the remnants of tropical 
storm Barry after the once-hur-
ricane makes its way north with 
rain and humidity. 

The National Weather Ser-
vice released a hazardous 
weather outlook for Wilson 
County on Monday, saying that 
the worst of Barr y’s ef fects 
could arrive Tuesday night with 
thunderstorms. Flooding will be 
possible throughout the week, 
and humidity will be high. 

“As the remnants of Barry 
pass, strong storms will be pos-
sible Tuesday and Tuesday 
night as well. Additionally, local-
ized flooding will be possible 
Tuesday and again on Wednes-
day,” forecasters said. 

Humidity was at 79% Mon-
day with a high of 84 degrees 
that felt like 90 degrees. Expect 
storms Tuesday with a high 
of 89 degrees and a low of 74 
degrees. The chance of storms 
increases throughout the day 
Tuesday, as the worst of Barry 
reaches Middle Tennessee. 

“While the threat of severe 
storms seems low end, precipi-
table water values go above two, 
giving us the potential for some 
ver y heavy rain,” forecasters 
said of Barry in a forecast dis-
cussion. 

The chance for  stor ms 
remains strong Wednesday, 
with a 70% chance of storms 
until Wednesday evening and a 
high of 85 degrees. Skies could 
clear Thursday, leaving a 20% 
chance of storms and a high of 
91 degrees. Friday’s forecast is 
sunny with a high of 92 degrees.  

Storms to stick 
around until 

Thursday

BY SINCLAIRE SPARKMAN
SSPARKMAN@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Barry pushes 
through Tennessee

The original Cracker Barrel 
Old Country Store made its way 
through the streets of Lebanon 
late Sunday and early Monday 
as it traveled to its new home 
at Fiddlers Grove at the Wilson 
County Fairgrounds.

The historic  94- foot  by 
40-foot building was built in 
1969 and was transported by 
truck (at a walking pace to 
ensure safety) from the cor-
ner of Leeville Pike and TN 
109. It made it to Baird Park 
early Monday morning and was 
scheduled to resume its journey 
Monday night. 

Residents from across town 
staked out spots down the route 
to get a glimpse of the iconic 
building as it inched it’s way 
down Leeville Pike, Hartmann 
Drive, South Cumberland Street 
and North Tennessee Boule-
vard during it’s more than five-
hour journey some 10 miles.
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Original 
Cracker Barrel 
travels across 

Lebanon 
BY MATT MASTERS

MMASTERS@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Music filled the air in the 
Watertown square as hundreds 
attended the annual Jazz Fest 
on Saturday afternoon and eve-
ning.

Jazz, face painting, character 
drawing, art displays and more 
made up the event. Musicians 
included the Jazz Scholars, a 
middle-school student band, 
conducted by Glenn Matin. 
Also on the bill were the Cos-
mic Collective, Glenn Martin 
and Band, Vantrease Jazz Band, 
Chazz Williams, Guthrie Trapp 
and the Brubeck Brothers.

Wilson County resident 
Cindy Raveling said she “came 
here to have fun. We came here 
once before and had fun, so we 
came back. We think it’s awe-
some.”

Many Watertown residents, 
such as Catherine Hanson, also 
attended the event.

“This is just one of the joys 
of living in a small town. This is 
one way to enjoy the small-town 
atmosphere,” Hanson said.

At the event,  T-shir ts, 
scarves and other items with 
the logo printed on them, were 
for sale. All proceeds were to 
support the Tennessee Artist’s 
Guild.

Jim Sherraden, who owns 
Jim Sherraden Art Prints, locat-
ed on the square, said he enjoys 
having a storefront in Water-
town. He sold one-of-a-kind 
prints during the festival.

“Some dear friends live here 
and encouraged me to open 
a store here,” he said. “We’re 
looking forward to the future. 
This is a great festival. Water-
town offers a beautiful studio 
scene.”

 The Watertown Jazz Fest 
was a fundraiser for the Ten-
nessee Artist’s Guild. For more 
information about this year’s, 
or next year’s show, visit www.
watertownjazzfest.com.

Watertown Jazz Fest offers fun for all ages
BY ANGIE MAYES

SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Photos by Angie Mayes | Lebanon Democrat

Above: Rick Rice and Debby Cook dance to the music by Glenn Martin and Band during Watertown’s 
Jazzfest on Saturday. Below: Ina Wise and Jennifer Manning enjoy the music while staying cool at 
Watertown’s Jazzfest on Saturday.
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