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A Mt.  Ju l ie t  man faces 
charges of reckless homicide 
and aggravated assault nearly 
four months after an incident 
claimed the life of a patron at 
the downtown Nashville bar 
where he worked.

According to the Nashville 
Metro Police Department’s pub-
lic affairs office, Dylan Thomas 

Larocca, 33, of Mt. Juliet, 
surrendered himself to 
the NMPD downtown 
detention center last Fri-
day.

Five other men, all 
co-workers of Larocca’s, 
are also now in custody, 
following similar indict-
ments from a Davison 
County Grand Jury.

The charges stem from an 
incident that occurred on Aug. 
16, at the bar, Whiskey Row, 
which is located at 400 Broad-
way Street in Nashville.

According to a Nov. 5 release 
f rom the NMPD, of f icers 
responded to the top floor of 

(Whiskey Row) following 
a 911 call made minutes 
before 11 p.m.

“The initial responding 
officers found Barrett on 
the floor unresponsive 
and began CPR until 
they were relieved by 
Nashville Fire Depar t-
ment personnel,” the 
release said. “Barrett 

was transpor ted to Vander-
bilt University Medical Cen-
ter where he was pronounced 
dead.”

The medical examiner moved 
to classify the death as a homi-
cide in November. It had been 
an unclassified death pending 

the medical examiner’s final 
determination of asphyxiation as 
the cause, although the MNPD 
Homicide Unit has been leading 
the investigation since the night 
Barrett died.

Detectives were repor ted-
ly told by bar staff that Barrett 
became unruly and was asked 
to leave. They also said that 
he began to fight with securi-
ty staff, who pulled him to the 
ground and held him on the 
floor. It was during this time that 
Barrett became unresponsive.

The other Whiskey Row 
employees charged in the inci-
dent are: John D. Eustace, 26, 
of Hermitage; Mark Ryan Wat-

kins, 24, last known address 
DeBary, Florida; Mallet Daquan 
Meneese, 30, of Hermitage; Jael-
en Alexander Maxwell, 23, of 
Murfreesboro; and Tarrell K. 
Gray, 25, of Nashville.

Also indicted is Steven John 
Simon, 44, of Hermitage, a 
non-employee who appeared to 
hold Barrett’s legs while he was 
on the ground.

A criminal cour t judge set 
bond for each of the defendants 
at $25,000.

Detective David Studer, detec-
tive Chris Cote and sergeant 
Adam Read from the MNPD 
Homicide Unit led the investi-
gation.

Man indicted for reckless homicide, assault
Larocca working 
at Whiskey Row 

where patron died 
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It’s not exactly egg nog … but 
the winner of the Vintage Wine 
& Spirits annual Christmas auc-
tion will certainly receive a holi-
day delight.

However, the big winners will 
actually be the Mt. Juliet Ani-
mal Shelter and Lebanon’s New 
Leash on Life organization.

Vintage Wine & Spirits — 
which is located in the west-
ern portion of Wilson County 
(at 15,255 Lebanon Road in Old 
Hickory) — is in its fourth year 
of holding an auction that bene-
fits area organizations.

“We donate to schools every 
year,” Vintage Wine & Spirits 
co-owner and general manager 

Jen Hooper said. “This is our 
big auction every year. We like 
to support our community. We 
have a lot of really great custom-
ers. We feel like a family.

“We like to give back to peo-
ple in need. There’s so many in 
need. Any chance we can do it, 
we want to do it.”

For the previous three years, 
the proceeds from the auction 
went to the Mt. Juliet Help 
Center, with last year’s auction 
bringing in $4,500 after generat-
ing $3,300 in 2019.

Both of this year’s auctions 
will benefit animal-af filiated 
organizations.

“Helping people through the 
Mt. Juliet Help Center was won-
der ful,” Hooper said. “I have 
dogs. We have a lot of people 
who come in with dogs. All of 
our staff goes crazy when some-
body who comes in with dogs. 
We’re all dog crazy. My little dog 
(a 5-year-old American Bulldog 

A nip of holiday cheer
Vintage Wine & Spirits 

holds Christmas 
auctions to benefit  
area organizations

Submitted

One of the auctions that Vintage Wine & Spirits is currently holding is for 
a Buffalo Trace Antique Collection unit of four bottles of bourbon, which 
includes a 12-year-old bottle of Pappy Van Winkle, a 10-year-old bottle 
of Pappy Van Winkle and two other bottles from the same distiller.
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A long-standing Lebanon 
bakery with roots dating back 
to the 1950s is opening its 
doors on Christmas Eve for 
one final day in business.

For many, it’s the end of an 
era, but for the owners and 
their family, it’s been a chance 
to share and laugh in the 
memories that made it so spe-
cial.

J. Clayborn’s Bakery hasn’t 
always been at its current loca-
tion on West Main Street in 
Lebanon. It hasn’t even always 
been called J. Clayborn’s Bak-
ery.

It used to be called Driver’s 
Bakery, famous for the Driv-
er’s coconut cakes, until John-
nie Clayborn became the sole 
owner and later changed the 
name.

After getting out of the 
Army, Clayborn began his 
baking career under the 

supervision of Robert Driver 
in the fall of 1951. Back then, 
the bakery was located off the 
square. Clayborn learned the 
trade under Driver’s mentor-
ship.

In July of 1960, Clayborn 
bought a half-interest in the 
company. Four years later, 
he became the sole owner. It 
moved to its current location 
in 1970 and expanded its offer-

ing to include a delicatessen 
and snack bar.

Clayborn passed away in 
2016, but his wife, Erline, is 
still actively involved, even 
if it’s her granddaughters, 
Brittany Kimble and Brooke 
Pickler, now holding the own-
ership reins. Erline Clayborn 
answers the phones, a job that 

SEE CHEER/PAGE A4

J. Clayborn’s Bakery 
ends decades-long run

Family-owned 
restaurant became 

a Lebanon 
institution
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Brittany Kimble, Connie Pickler and Brooke Pickler, pictured, from left, have J. Clayborn’s Bakery in 
their blood. Kimble and Brooke Pickler now own the bakery, which is named after their grandfather 
and Connie Pickler’s father, Johnnie Clayborn. Its final day in business is Christmas Eve.
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Trish Hunter, pictured right, orders one of her favorite cakes from 
Liz Sauls at J. Clayborn’s Bakery on Wednesday afternoon. Hunter 
also purchased some of the bakery’s famous fingerprint cookies.
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