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With 2020 in the rearview mir-
ror, the Lebanon Regional Plan-
ning Commission is taking a deep 
dive into the city’s 2040 Compre-
hensive Plan in hopes of sending 
it to the city council by March.

The document has been in the 
works since late 2017 and would 
overhaul the city’s future land 
use map and zoning codes to 
guide development. A subcom-
mittee meant to hone in on its 

goals and objectives began meet-
ing weekly this month.

“One thing that we all agreed 
on is, we do not want this com-
mittee to be a ‘let’s sit around 
and talk about stuff for an hour’ 
meeting,” Lebanon Mayor Rick 
Bell said. “We want this to be 
an action committee that actual-
ly does stuff and prepares stuff 
to go to planning commission 
for their approval … so we want 
to take some real steps here 
towards the future and not just 
sit around and talk about it.”

Subcommittee members aim 
to identify specific short-term, 
midrange and long-term goals 
so the plan has concrete steps. 
Those will likely focus on three 

key areas: downtown Lebanon, 
the West Main Street corridor 
and TN 109.

“Getting housing around the 
square, that area needs some 
help,” Lebanon Planning Direc-
tor Paul Corder said. “We talk-
ed about how once you come 
south from Maple Hill you start 
to get into congestion, so what 
can you do about that? Once you 
get past Maple Hill there’s just 
one way into town from Leba-
non Road, there’s no other way 
around. So there are issues out 
there, those are just some of the 
ones that come to mind. Making 
Sparta Pike look better … some 

BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
MALEXIEFF@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Wilson County Schools 
Board of Education continued 
to wrangle with high school 
scheduling during Monday’s 
meeting, eventually deciding to 
continue with the recommend-
ed seven-period option while 
holding the final decision on 
block scheduling until budget-
ing later this year.

Several board members, led 
by Jamie Farough and Kimber-
ly McGee, have expressed an 
interest in returning to block 
scheduling, where high school 
students take four courses each 
semester with each class lasting 
90 minutes.

“Block scheduling is what’s 
best for the students and as 
board members, and we’re 
supposed to do what’s best for 
the students,” Farough said. “If 
that is block scheduling, then 
we need to go ahead and plan 
on block scheduling and when 
it comes down to the budget, I 
feel like we need to go line item 
by line item and figure out how 
to make that happen.”

However,  WCS Director 
Donna Wright argued that the 
district cannot consider block 
scheduling now because it will 
cost the district more money 
and it has not been determined 
if that money will be available. 
Block scheduling requires 
more teachers because each 
teacher teaches fewer classes. 
Last spring, the board dropped 
block scheduling in order to 
avoid having to hire 41 more 
teachers, a move that saved 
$2.6 million.

“We cannot obligate funds we 
do not have,” Wright said. “And 
you do not build the budget 
that way.”

Wright did say that it would 
be easy to transition to a block 
schedule as the budget is 
being finalized in May, as long 
as funding is available for the 
extra teachers.

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Work is underway on a town-
home development expected 
to bring 163 units to a property 
across the street from Castle 
Heights Elementary School.

Construction workers are 
currently clearing trees and 
blasting in the area, which mea-
sures nearly 14 acres.

“That area is for a proposed 
Cedar Station Townhomes,” 
Lebanon city planner Seth Har-
rison said. “It received final site 
approval on Nov. 9, 2020, and 
once it passes staff approval it 
goes to building inspection.”

Jessie Reasonover, the Leb-
anon Building Inspection 
Depar tment’s administrative 
assistant, said the project is still 
in its early stages.

“The work you see going on 
out there right now is more 
like grading and stormwater, 
because they still have some 
fees to pay before they can 
start pulling building permits,” 
she said. “There’s not real-
ly a set time for them to pay 
those fees — they have about 
two years, but I don’t imagine 
they’ll wait that long.”

D.R. Horton Land Develop-
ment Manager Matt Dowdle is 

listed as the project’s contact and 
was unavailable to provide more 
details at press time. Civil Site 
Design Group Principal Ryan 
Lovelace, the project’s surveyor 
and engineer, also referred the 
Democrat to Dowdle.

There are three existing 
D.R. Horton developments in 
Lebanon that could indicate 
what to expect from Cedar Sta-
tion Townhomes: Villages of 
Hunters Point (homes from 
$281,000), Woodbridge Glen 
Townhomes ($223,000) and 

Woodbridge Glen Single Fami-
ly ($308,000).

Woodbridge Glen Townho-
mes in particular includes park 
and pool amenities, and its 
units measure roughly 1,300-
1,900 square feet.

The Lebanon Regional Plan-
ning Commission granted ini-
tial site plan approval to the 
project on May 26, 2020 with 
the intention of connecting the 
driveway to the adjacent Wil-
son Bank & Trust branch and 
extending sidewalks to North 

Castle Heights Avenue. Love-
lace said the developer intends 
to follow those recommenda-
tions.

“It’s basically because they’re 
on the curve,” Lebanon Plan-
ning Director Paul Corder said 
during the meeting. “We don’t 
know that there’s going to be 
an issue on the curve, but we 
think that it’s best to at least 
plan for the ability to get out 
of those two properties with-
out having to come right out on 
that curve.”

Development underway on Castle Heights
Cedar Station 
Townhomes  
could bring  

163 units into area

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Construction workers clear out trees across the street from Castle Heights Elementary School in prepara-
tion for the Cedar Station Townhomes development, which is expected to bring 163 residential units 
into the area.

Panel working on growth management
City council could 

vote on revised 
document this spring 

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Members of Lebanon’s Comprehensive Plan Subcommittee discuss 
their vision for the growth management document on Monday with 
the goal of sending it to the planning commission for approval by the 
end of March.

BY JONATHAN MATTISE                                             
AND KIMBERLEE KRUESI

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NASHVILLE — Tennessee lawmak-
ers gathered to start their annual session 
Tuesday in Nashville amid a pandemic and 
an FBI probe that drew searches of multi-
ple legislative offices by federal agents last 
week.

Tennessee’s legislative session is like-
ly to stretch for several months, with a 
special session called by Republican Gov. 
Bill Lee on tap starting Jan. 19 to address 
education challenges that have popped up 
amid the virus outbreak.

“We have seen dark clouds all across our 
country,” said House Speaker Cameron 

Sexton, who was unanimously voted as the 
top legislative leader for a second two-year 
term. “Tennessee must continue to be the 
example of how to work together in these 
challenging times. What will you do with 
your time?”

The Republican supermajority General 
Assembly is also likely to consider some 
proposals that were paused last year due 
to COVID-19, including a permitless hand-
gun carry bill backed by Lee.

However, one of the first things on the 
Legislature’s agenda is approving whether 
or not Tennessee should become the first 
to receive funding in a lump sum for its 
Medicaid program through a block grant. 
A vote on the plan is expected toward the 
end of the week, said Republican House 
Majority Leader William Lamberth.

The federal government approved the 
proposal earlier this month, but according 

to state law, the GOP-dominant Statehouse 
needs to sign off on the idea for it to take 
effect.

While Republican lawmakers are expect-
ed to easily advance the proposal, Presi-
dent-elect Joe Biden has previously said 
he opposed block-grant ef forts and has 
the ability to rescind the change once in 
office. This has cast doubt on the mea-
sure actually be implemented though cur-
rent Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services administrator Seema Verma has 
said she believes the new administration 
should see the 10-year demonstration proj-
ect through to the end.

In the House, the empty seat of Republi-
can Rep. David Byrd was a stark reminder 
that Tennessee has seen some of the coun-
try’s worst COVID-19 surges per capita 
in recent weeks. Byrd has endured a long 

Lawmakers return for 2021 legislative session
Education, Medicaid 

funding at top of agenda
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